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APPENDIX,;

DESIGKED TO ADVAKCE THE WORE TO THE PREBENT

'STATE OF VETERINARY SCIENCE.

PREFATURY REMARKS.

Tnz extenaive sale which this work has received during the eighteen
years it has been before the public, affords the' best possible evidence of
the high cetimation in which it has been held. The intereat that is
always attached to the aubject of the work, the easy znd familiar style
in which it is written, the agreeable manner io which important truths
have been impressed, dry subjects relieved, and good principles incul-
cated, are merits which sufciently aceonnt For ite popularity. While,
however, the history of the horse vemaing the same, and there is but
little to be added to our previcvs knowledge of his anatomical structure,
the science which relates to the diseaser of the animal has not stood still.
Many minds have been devoted to the subject, old experiments have
been repeated and new ones tried, principles have been tested, and truths,
or what were considered as such, have been re-exzamined, zo that it is
hard if, with al] this, some improvement has not been made. It is with
this view of the matter that we have limited our Supplement 1o the
more practical part of the work, that relating to Pathology : by s0 doing
we have brought it up to the present state of Veterinary science, and,
we trust, enhanced its valoe in no trifiing degree, so far am utility is
concerned, We ecauld readily have enlarged the Appendix by extending
our observations to the other portions of the work, but at the risk -of
distracting the attention of the reader without adding to the res! value
of our labours.

We have spoken of the merits and attractiona of the work—we may
also notice its errors. In the wish to render the subject clear and
simple, the author has occasionally overstepped the mark, and repre-
sented things aa far easier than actual experience will justify; and he has
slso spoken of many diseases as if the reader, with the superficial
knowledge haoks alone are capable of imparting, were competent to treat
them. It is a trite saying, that & man who defends his own case has a
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474 THE HORBE—APPENDIX.

fool for his counsel. We doubt very much whether he has a much
better claim for wisdom when he attempts to treat the discases of his
own horses. Bad, however, as this practice is, it is infinitely preferable
to that of employing an igncramus, as s too frequently the case; =
man, perhaps, totally ignorent of the principles of medicine, the anatomy
of the animal, or the very rudiments of science. The information
afforded by this work will enable the owner of horses to discriminate
between the man of science and the mere empiric.

The writer, in the course of many years' experience in his profession,
haa found almost invariably that the man who hes had the greatest
experience of horsea is most diffident of his own knowledge as to the
diseases of the dnimal. He has now in his eye three individuals, one a
trainer of raee-horscs, another a large ¢oach proprietor, and the third
an extensive desler in harses, each highly respectable end well-informed
in his respective department, and each possessing an cxperience of
some twenty-five to thirty years, and yet neither of them would pra-
sume to treat a horse labouring under disease, or trust to his own
judgment in the matter. Yet, during the period of his zcquaintanceship
with them, the writer bas met with many a young gentleman or psende-
gportsman in his first scarlet eoat—many a a'hopkgeper fresh from the
counter—and many o groom whose experience has never extended
beyond some twenty horses, whe have not hesitated to give their opinions
on the diseases of horses with the utmost confidepce, or to pit their
judgment agninat that of the regularly educated veterinary surgeon. It
is & point of bonour with many shallow-brained individuals never to
acknowledge their ignoranee of any matters relating to the horse,
regarding with the utmost asperity any impogniog of theiz knowledge of
horse-flesh. Such gentlemen (when they are gentlemen) afford very
excellent prey for horse-chaunters and low deslers, to whose company,
indeed, they are extremely partial, They would seem to illustrate the
adage, that * a little knowledge was a dangeroun thing ;" but in our
opinion it is not the little koowledge which is so dangerous, but the
small modicum of judgment with which such knowledge is tao frequently
applied.

To return, however, to our subjeet, it is hoped that the many thousand
purchasers of “ The Horse" may find in the present Supplement the
means of rendering the work complate; so that, to speak medicinally,
by the transfusion of a little fresh blood, new vigour may be imparted
into the frame of the old Hovse; and that, Inetead of being laid entirely
on the shelf, or confined permancntly to his box, we may find that he has
still & rew race to Tun,




APPENDIX.

{1.}) racE 101.—Thszases or ree Besiw.—MEonima, &c.

Homses are not particularly lizble to diseazea of the bhrain; far less
80 than the human subject, in whom a formidable batch of maladies, de-
nominated mental diseases, are met with. Dizease of the brain is oftener
found in sheep, and carries off annually a eonsiderable per centage of
these animals.  One of the most common affections of the brain in the
horse is the Megrims, which has been treated of in the text. It is sup-
posed to arise from sudden determination of blood to the head. Itis
certainly the case that this disease is most prevalent in the spring, and
amongst fat plethorio subjects; and therefore we may justly conclude
that a determination of blood to the brain is the cause in many instances.
There are others, however, in'which the symptoms border on epifepry,
and appear to arise from dieordered functions of the brain.  Young
horses are rarely affected with these cephalic diseases, which are gene-
rally confined to old subjects, Smoall animala are more subject to these
complaints than large ones, and we have (ound that neither heavy eart,
nor thorough-bred horses are eo linble as others, Such is the avacepti-
bility sometimes, that any andden alarm will canse the enimal to reel and
fall backwards,

We have known some borses more lisble to this disease in Tery cold
frosty weether; in such instances the symptoms have been those of gid-
diness, without the severity of ordinary megrims ; the enimal has reeled,
however, like a drunken man, and been extremely dangerous both to
ride and drive. We have known an old horsé 1hus continue almest
useless throughout the winter, and gradually shako off the disease sy
warm weather eame on. Now, it must be evident that the exci:ing catges
in such instances must be altogethier different from that of ordinayy
megrims; and, whilst the bleeding and puorging are very proper, as re-
commended in the text for ordinary megrimu, arising fram plethora, it is
not to be advised for that variety of disease to which we have called
attention, and which is rather to be benefited by warmeh, good grooming,
and tomic medicine.

(2.) page 103.—ArorLEXY,

Horses can scarcely be said to be liable to dpoplexy, as it exists in
the human subject, aithough we have known death produced almost sud-
denly, in which it hes been fonnd that there has been a rapture of some
small vessels on the brain, A case in point occurs to cor recollection.
A young mare, in plethoric condition, was working in u field with some
cart horses, when suddenly she started off, galloped furiously round the
field several times, thenfeﬁ, and died slmost immediately. On examining
the body, no disease could be detected, but a small blood-vessel bad ro
tured, and about half a tea-spoonful of coagnlated blood was fn?nﬂ on the
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