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PREFACE.

Acvcormiyg to the Franch Preface, the oh-
ject of this hittle work 13 tn stimulate the
active energiea of youth, by the example of
two orphanz of rezpectable family, and bomn
with the prospect of a rood fortune, who are
suddenly reduced to the necessily of exerting
their tulents with o view to their own sop-
port.  Actusted by homour end an indepen-
dent spirit, they find in their own exertions
not only a resource against poverty, bat
the means of sequiring 8 reasonable compe-
tency, und the esteem and respect of
soctety, which 1= benefited by thair en-
deavours.



“Youth,"” observes Madame Renneville,
“geldom inspires jealousy ; on Lhe contrary,
almast all persons feel disposed to encou-
rage its favourable indications, and if 1t be
not accompanied with obstacles to 1ts own
advancement, ite success is nearly certain,
These obstacles are wszually levity, an early
propensity to gaming, a want of energy
or of emulution, indoeility, or enlpable
népligence,—sometimes errors of the under-
standing, and sometimes vices of the heart.
Chaldren born e independence are not ne-
eessanily more idle than others, and, if u pro-
per path beopened to them, they will pursuc
it with alecrity and perseverance. It is for
the latier that 1 chicly wote. They who
sow the seeds of intelloctual energy and good
motals, require an adequate soil : the seed
which falls upon stowey places, sayas the
Goapel, springs up only to wither away. "

In the fulfilment of this object, the Eng-
lish readers of the following story will find
that Madame Renneville has not been alto-
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gether unsoaceeseful. No doubt, a portion of
the moral tene exhibits French taste und
predilection, and a little pardonable na-
tionality appesrs i o passage or two; but,
npen the whole, this small work possesses a
zeneral interest which may render it accep-
table every where. The outlime of the cha-
racters of both the brother and sister ia
well conceived and pleasing. The firm and
independent spirit of Churles s smusingly
contrasted with the paive simplicity and
confiding artlossness of Eugenm.  The point
of honour muinieined with the rofisns
employed to sssassinute them, is certainly
carned to a romantic excess; bol the excess
12 on the nght mda.  The ealn sparit of self-
reliance, which the youthful adventurer dis-
plays in all his difficulbies, and his ardent
ulfection for his sister, are also nterestingly
pourtruyeds  Inoo word, it has appeared to
the trunslator = pleasing little tale, the
general tendency of which iz altogether pure
and unobjectionable, and which may baoth
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pleasantly and profitably engage the aiten-
tion ef young readers of both sexes, to whose
ages it 18 spitable, and for whose wse it has
been composed,



