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Prefuce,

Thongh Srarrorpenme be o midland connty traversed from enst
to west by the ancient main rond from London to Chester, and from
south to north by the great cross rond from Bristol to Manchester,
snd thoogh the Hailways have followed the counrse of these grest
mein routes, yet Bteffordshire is little known to the travelling
public: people know that there i8 the Blaek Coontry and the
Potteries, but they do nob know that the one occupies only the
extreme south-west, the other t‘:n:llgr the extreme north-weat corner of
Btaffordshire; they do net know that the great extent of the county
are tracta of prand moorland and beantifnl forest; etill less do they
know that bnt little removed from the great rosds 1 have mentioned
are centres of population which hava little changed in the last two
hundred years, where communion with Rome bas been hereditary
where throngh immemorial copyhold tenure the relations of Lord
and Vassal have been little impaired, where the artiean snd the
shopkeeper lives on his own “ Court-land,” and enites with his eraft
or his trade the lnbours of & small farmer; puch e distriet por
excellence is Brewoon.

But at Brewood thess ancient features are seriously imperilled.
An Act of Parlisment for a railwey to connect Brewood with
Wolverhampton has been obtained, and the villa of the oppidan will,
in mll probability, superseds the hereditary messuage of the copy-
holder, An egually serions danger threaters its sylvan beanties;
collieries have already hroken np the south-west side of Cavae Crass,



and not only the smoke, but the chimnies of the furnaces on the
peak of the Chase are already distinotly visible from Brewood. My
kind publisher is most anxions that the present featares of Brewoon
shonld be fully recorded before they may have passed nway for ever;
and he hag comsented to a rvepublication of my Résund Hidorical
and Topographical, enlarged and revised, for not & copy of the edition
of eight years ago can now be had for love or money.

I regret that in my Hdsumd so much shonld still be conjectural;
no doubt an analysis of the Mawor Cover Ronus wenld fornish with
certainty the history of every messaage in Brewood. Access to the
Cowrt Holls has been most fresly afforded me by the Lord,
Mr. Giffard of Chillington, and every easistance has been afforded
ma by his Bailifl; but to analyse the Court Folls wonld be the work
of a life even had one nothing slse to do.

My Résumd dosa not aspire fo be an archaiclogical work: it ia
simply an attempt to place on record soch events we have sffected
the present position of Brewocod, and to present them to my friends
in a readable form: those who wish the information which anti-
quaries afford can refer to the well-known Nuofer and Collechions
relating fo Brewood, and the several booklets supplementary to those
Notas, which have been printed, a list of which will be found in
The Herald and Gensalogist, Part XXX VIL, fo. 66, in & note to an
oseay on the Giffards of Ohillinglon, Tune, 1871,

The table subjoined shows that the Porcrariony of Brewood
Parish has in the decads betwesn the Census of 1861 and 1871
decressed by 162 sonla: the application of machinery to agricnltars
lessens the demand for labour; the betbter class of Labonrers enlist
a8 Policemen and Railway Porters, the inferior ¢lass migrate to the
collieries which have been opened at Bugeley and Broerton, their
place being partly cccupied by Irish.

Lammas Day, 1874




PREFACE
T

THE FIRST EDITION.

Since 1858 so much information regarding Brewood haa been ool-
lected by myself and others, thet it has been frequently nrged upon
me that the game ghonld be embodied in a consecutive narrative,
instend of being separately printed as Siroy Notas or otherwise, T
have attempted to carry ont the ideain the following pages. I have
purposely avoided details which have been fully snd accurstely
printed elsawhere, which may excose spparent brevity on spme points,
Where I have availed myself of the well-known Noies and Collactions
for matter or idea, I truet T have not been remise in acknowledging
my obligntion.

Fow us these pages are, their sontents have not been collected
without large expenditure of time and trouble; wnd I wish to
express my obligutions to the many kind friends who have sssizted
my labonrs, The initisla J. 8. &, ave those of my friend the Rev.
Jomr 8. GrewemE; but to his information and direction to
sources of informetion I am indebted for much more than is cone
tained only in the paragraphs to which his initials are appended.

JAMES H. SMITH,
The Dawscroft, Brewood,
14th Decomber, 1866. near Stafford,



PREFACE

pir]

ADDITIONS AND EMEKDATIONS.

Notes and Collections relating to Drewsod were six years ago printed
for private circolation only by the Wolverhempton Bookseller, who
hag allowed his name bo appear on my title-page. The following
have been sinca colleeted by one who (though not born there) has
bad a long encestral end perscnal commeotion with Brewood—but
whose ssmistance while the Noder ond Collections were preparing was
declined. As Emuwpirions they do not claim to be infallible; on
many points they are simply conjectural, and in many they are but
the natoral result of a secomd head and hand revising for and
sssisting & former, which may aleo be psid of the Apprriews. It
ghonld be added thet the labours of the {nrators of the Record
Office are yearly making accessible recorda of past generations
which afford much logal information, partionlarly whers the
localities had any connection with the Ecclesinstics or Feclesisatical
History of our country. The compiler regrete that the purely
srehaiologival arrangement of these pages will provent their being
of much interest to snch.of his friends ss are simply general renders.
JAS, H. SMITH,
The Fasecrart,
EBrewood,
noar Stafford.
8. Barnabas' Day, 1864




BREWOOD.
ACTRAZD .o.\iciiniiiiiiinnani, T LRSS 11,832 acres,
Population in 3861 ... ..o 8,399 sonls
" w1871 s 5237 de.
Assessment to Poor's Rate .. .............. 27,730 Pounds sterling.

W to Conoty Rate.................. 27,573 do,
Entitled to vote in FElection of Knights of the Shire, 20th July,
1867, onder the Reform Act of 1832—

Frecholdem . v 11
Owners of T1tha rent.-chm-g ..... 2
— V3
Copyhalders .....oooviviiemnianionins 15
Oocapiers ., vene B4
Lesses of Txthe mnt-nha.rga ...... 1 45
- 143

The registration of 1868, under the Reform Act of tha pravicus
year, sdded G0 Occupiers,
2 Leascholders,
1 Freeholder, and
12 deseribed simply a8 Owoers.

75 5o+ 143 = 218

Bot the Foll Book, 1868, edited by Edward Fornie, gives as voting

Cowseevarves—Smich Child ... 181  Meynell Ingram... 180

Lisepara—W. 8. Forster ...... 24 H. W.H. Foley... 21
Duplicates... ....coooeniiiiiann. 17
Uspolled .......oovvviiiviicieen.,. 80

Total number on Register .. 202 Being 16 leas than above.
There was no contest st the General Election last February.




