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INTRODUCUTION.,

P P —

Mairriy Lutner died on the 13th of Februoary,
1546, and the first publiztion of his * Table
Talk "—Tischreden—Dby his friend, Jobann Gold-
schmid {Aurifaber), was in 1366, in a sghstantial
folio. The talk of Luther was arranced, according
to 1ts !'.nph&ﬁl “into {tig]nl‘.:,r {,‘.']:I:-].]"I-tf!l"l:‘,l:, each with a
minute index of contents. The whole work iz a
complete octavo edition, pablizhed at Stutbgart and
Leipzig in 1836, occupies 1,38 closely printed
pages, equivalent to 2,720 pages, or full fourteen
volumes, of this Library,

The nearest approach to a complete and un-
garbled translation inte English was that of
Captain Henrvy Bell, made in the reign of Charles
the First, under the civeumstancez set forth by
himself ; but even that was not complate.
Other English versioms have subjected Luther's
opinions to serious manipulation, nothing being
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added, but anything being taken away that did
not chance to agree with the editor's digestion.
Even the folio of Captain Dell's translation, from
which these Selections have been printed, has been
prepared for reprint by some preceding editor,
whose pen hag been busy in rvevision of the pas-
snges be did mean to reprint In thege Selections
Gvery paragraph stands un.:lhrhlg&d, exactly as it
was translated by Captain Dell; awl there has
been no other purpose governing the choiec of
matter than a resolve to make it oz troe n present-
ment as possible of Luther's mind and charseter
At least one other volume of Selections from the
Table-Talle of Mierten Luther will be given in this
Labrury, :

Johami Goldsehunid, the Awrilaber, and therchy
true worker in gold, who first gave Luther's Table-
Talk to the world, wnz Lorn in 1519, He wasa
disciple of Luther, thirty-six years younger than his
maater, Lulher was born at Eisleben in 1483,
and his fathier, o poor wincr, presently settled at
Muansfeld, the town in which Goldschmid after-

wards was born.  Johann Goldsclunid was sent by
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Count Albrecht of Mansield, in 1337, to the
University of Witienberg, where Luther had been
made, in 1508, Professor of Plalosophy, and where,
on the 3lst of Oectober, 1517, he had nailed his
ninety-five propositions against indulrences to the
church door at the castle. Luther had completed
his tramslation of the Bible three years before
Johann Goldsehmid went to Wittenberg, In 1540
Goldschmid was recalled from the University io
act as tutor to Count Albrecht’s children. Io
1544 Goldschmid was army chaplain with ihe
troops fromn Mansfeld in the French war; but
in 1545 he was sent back to Wilttulﬂrg for
special study of theology. It was then that ke
attached himself to Luther as his femuwlus and
house-companion during the elosing months of
Luther's life, beran already to collect from sur-
rounding friends pasgsages of lis vigorous  Table
Talk," and remained with Luther till the last
having been present at his death in Eisleben in
1546. He then proceeded steadily with the caol-
lection of Luther’s sayings and opinions expressed
among his friends. He was army chaplain among



