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INTRODUCTION.

e=git118 tiny volume is interefting, amongft
A= 4 other things, as being a fpecimen of
Tid thofe early printed news-fheets which

were the precurfors of modern jour-
nalifm, After the invention of printing, the prefs
was foon employed as a difeminator of current news.
Religious difputations were the principal topics in
the early part of the fixteenth century, and therefore
we find the pamphlets of the time—for thefe were
the firft news-fheets—moftly accupied with the argu-

ments and anathemas of the reformers of Naorthern
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Europe, and the Catholics of the South.  Some very
early tracls, giving news of a more fecular charafter,
have recently been found in Germany ; and Sedor
de Gayangos, of the Efcurial in Madrid, informs me
that Spain had news-fheets of a date quite as early
as any which have yet been recorded by Ttalian and
German bibliographers. To Venice is generally
accredited the earlieit newipaper. Its commercial
pofition, in the early part of the fixteenth century—
great, although fomewhat on the decline from its
previous fplendour when a branch of the Medici
family refided there—rendered the differnination of
news neceflary for the trade of the city. The thips
of Venice then covered all the (eas which were
counted as within the confines of the habitable globe;
although fearcelyamonth pafled but fomeadventurous
captain would {lray beyond the limits defined in his
rude chart, and bring back with him to Venice the
news of another land-difcovery in the far Weft or
in the far South. The arrival of the fhip in the
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Adriatic, the contents of its cargo, the price of com-
modities abroad, together with fome account of the
new ifland,! its wonderful people and marvellous
produdls, would form the flaple of the news-theet
of the hour. This document was in manufeript,

! The earlielt arcounts of the difcoveries of Columbus were
given in litthe books of a few pages, very fimilar to thofe quaint
eight-page relations of our own Civil War, which recorded
the defeat at Mafehy, the viftory at Edgebill, the death of
Charles outfide Whitehall, and che other great events of the
hour, Tt isa fingular faft thae the fubftance of all thefe ©re-
lations,” whether a barn be burnt * by aceident of a foldier's
fireing,” or §,000 men flain nad half a town levelled to the
ground, was invardably given in eight pages of fmall quarte,
In turning over a bundle of theie *Intelligencers,” itis amufing
to note that when the new{monger was more ignorant than
ufual, and could neither find words to amplify his material,

nor any additional news to infert, he generally gave the fub-
" fance of the firl page over aguin on the Jaft, enforcing it with
repeated ejaculations of © may the Loed help vs,” 7 O truft in
God, ye hypocrites,”” “ may the ever-bleffed God affit us all,”
“ Amen; Amen,™ and fuch like,
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written in a legible hand, and copies were affixed
here and there at different points of the city—the
news-rooms —for the immediate perufal of thole
merchants whe chofe to pay a gazzetta' for the
reading,

In 1536 the Venetian poflefions and faélories in
the Eaft were attacked by the Turks, who at this
period were very powerful, and in clofe alliance with
Francis the Firft of France, As may be imagined,
the people of Venice were extremely anxious to
hear the news from the fleet; fo the frft regular
monthly journal was eftablithed by the government
to {upply this information, and men were paid to
read the particulars at the principal points of the
city. But the heads of the Republic were fearful
of the fpread of falfe news and cpinions dangerous
to their pofition, fo they ordained that no fheets

1 An oblblete Venetian coin, equal in valoe to one-third of
our penny.
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fhould be iffued but fuch as were fantioned by the
Doge and his Council. ‘Thefe fun&tionaries, liberal
in many things, were yet very jealous of the printing-
prefs; and it was nearly Aty years after this time that
the firft printed new{paper was publifhed in the city
under official authority. A traveller informs us that
fo receatly as the beginning of the prefeat century
manufcript news-fheets were in circulation amongft
the poorer clafles of Venice.

The origin of the now univerfal term Gazerte is
thus feen to have come—and very naturally—from
the fmall coin originally paid for its perufal.

Blount, in his Glyffegrephia, publithed in 1656,
gives the following definitions to the word :—

“ GazgETTA,—A cortain Venetian cein, frarce worth one
farthing ; alfo, a bill of news, or thort velation of the oeourrences

of the time, prioted moft commoniy at Venice, and thence dif-
perfed every month into moft pares of Chrikendom.™

At this date the Venice “(Gazette” bad evidently
become a widely-circulated journal of confiderable



