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INTRODTUCTION. !

Errzaprrn Baineerr Barrerr, afterwards Elizabeth
Barreit Browning, the foremost of English pootesses,
and with the single emeception of SBappho, of whom
only some noble fragments remain to us, the foremost
poetess of all time, was born in the year 1808, and
was consequently in her seventeenth year when her
enrliest Poems were published—* verse,” as an accom-
plished critic hes Iately remarked, “wupon which was
the stamp of true genins—poems eminently worthy of
preservation.”*

“1t appears,” saye the writer of an article in the
Edinburgh Keview, *that her father encouraged her
love for rhyme, since she has not only inseribed her
collested poems to him in & dedicution, written with
great delicacy and tenderness of feeling, but in her

* Mr. . Bartett Smith in an article on " Elizabeth Barrett «
Browning,"” in the new (ninth) edition of the Kreyclopodie
Britannica, vol. iv, (1877), p. 39L,



¥i INTRODUOTION.

earlicet published volume there iz also o poem ad-
dressed to him containing the lines :—

* For "neath thy gentlences of praise,

My Father | rose my early lays !

And when the lyre was scarce awake,

I Joved ite stringe for thy loved sake :

Woo'd the kind Muses—bat the while

Thought only how to win thy smile.

The small yolume from which the above lines are
token, was published anonymously in 1826, and en-
titled * An ¥ssay on Mind, and other Poems,’ with the
modest motto from Tasso, * Brama sssmd, poco spera, €
nulls chiede, and i romapksble principeily for the
ambition of the young enthoress ; who after citing the
suthority of *that immortal writer we have just lost,
{Byron), to prove that *ethical poetry is the highest
of all poetry, aa the highest of sll objecis is moral
truth,” proceeds at omce to grepple with an ethical
subject as wids a8 the universe itself The poem i
written in heroip vorse, snd extends over eighty-eight
pages, The quality of the verse is not much above
the level of Hayley or Miss Seward; but is remarkable
for the precocions sudscity with which she deals with
the greatest names in the whole range of literaturo
end science. Qibbon, Berkeley, Condillag, Plato,
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Bacon, Bolingbroke, all come in for treatment i the
seope of the young girl's argoment. The minor
pocms, however, which conelude the wvolume, show
much greater promise of originality.”*

A lapse of seven years ocowrred before the publics-
tion of Elizabsth Barrett's nest volume, which ap-
peared jn 1833, in her twonty-fourth year., The trans-
lation of the Promethews Bownd of Fachylus, which
opensd it, was replaced by the authorvess in later
years by an entirely new version. We have therefore
not theught it wise or desirable to re-produce the
carlier erude attempt or the girlish preface that ac-
companied it. But the original poems which followed
~—far in advance, as might be expected, of those in

her first volume—are, for the most part, in no scnee

immature, or unworthy of the genius of the writer,—
notably tho Fimien of Lifa and Death, the lines enti.
tled, Earth, ¢ comparntively free from the stiffacss of
most of hor blank verse, and surely a powerful
oomposition ;4 the lines % o Poef's Child, full of terrible

¥ Edinlurgh Beview, OQct. 1881, p. 515
Y Quwarferly Rewiew, Bept. 1840, § Movkrs Engnisn
FPoeresees—Miss Buorreft,
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irony and suppressed bitterness, The Image of God, The
Appeal, Idols, Weariness, and soveral others.

The * exquisite touch” that *bides in the birth of
things” is peouliarly apparent in the first bursting into
bud and leaf of a new poctio genius. The summer of
its manifestation may have greater forvour, and richer
pomp and majesty of folinge, but about its early spring
there must alwaye be a nemeless and peculiar cherm.
And therofore all that iz bost and worthiest in this
book is to such & poem as Awrera Leigh, az an exqui-
site day of April iz to & fervid day in August. Both
have their own glory end sweetivess ; but the perfent
summer flowers, be it remembered, were always reared
“ from. seeds of Apnil's sowing.”

The cycle of Elizabeth Barrett's earlier work is com-
pleted by her third volume, entitled The Seraphim and
other Porms, published in 1838, in her twenty-ninth
year. Soms of the minor poems in this book had ap-
penared during the two previous years in the 4thengum
and the New Monthly Mogazine, Such of thess pieces
a8 have not been included in hor Collected Writings
may be added to a future edition of the present volume,

Bhould it prove acceptable to poetical students.
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