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Preface.

Tue fuverable reception of two previcus aftempls at a
series of analytieal partraite—ane devoied to celebrated poats,
and the other to some of our native painters—has induoced
the publication of this volume. Itx design is to indicate the
chief phoses of the literary character. The subjects havae
been selected from their adaptation to this general plan, and
with the hope that, at a time when the influence of Conti-
nental writers is so prevalent, a few illnstrative criticizma
drawn from tho rich field of English Lterature, may prove
accaptabla.

New Yorg, Moy 1549,
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e Bhilosopher,

SIR THOMAS BROWNE.

THERR is something winsome as well as venerable
in the character of the true philosopher. He, as well
az the poet, derives his charter from mnature. The
term, in ite best acccptation, not merely designates
the adherents of a school of wisdom whether Stolcal,
Platonie, or Epienrean, but the man of liberal and
inquiring mind, who habitually reasons upon faets,
and to whom the purauit of truth is an instinet, and
its appreciation & keen delight. Next to the great
bards, this race of men engage the affections; aftor
the poatic, this phase of humanity is most noble. Ap-
proaches to the character are to be found in all good
diprists and sgelf-biographers—for such writings are
but colleetions of personal incidents and thoughts
more or less rich in philosophy. Montaigne is the
prinee of this species, and old Burton & fine example ;
but autobiographies, ingenuously composed, furnish
the same kind of aliment, and betoken = like idiosyn-
cragy. Thus Roussean, Goldoni, Alfieri, Cellini, and
Boawell, have contributed invaluable materials towards
the science of life, by disclosing, with honesty and
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