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THE ARGUMERNT.

Two Athentans, PrarReTiesvR (Chickwin) and Evzirmes (Hopegood ),
tired of the humdrum life In their native olty, choose to migrate and cast in
their lot with the birds. By the eloquence of Chickwin the birds have been
perrusded to build a eity in the sir, declare themaelves Independent of both
iods wod mon, and sasert their anclent prerogative of the sovereignty of the
universe. Whils the two men are cccupled in the inner sanctusry, whither
they have withdrawn to be fledged, the bird-chorus, in the * Parsbasis,’
present thelr manifesto to the publie.

PARABARIS,

{Transisted by ALoERNOoN CHiRLES EWINBURNE.}

Come on then ye dwellers by nature in darkmess, and like to the
lenves' generations,

That sre little of might, that are moulded of mire, unenduring and
shadow-like nations,

Poor plumeless ephemerals, eomfortless mortals, an visions of shadows
fast flecing,

Lift up your mind unto ue that are deathless, and dateless the date of
our befng:




Us, childron of heaven, ageless for aye, ua, all of whose thonghts nre
aternal ;

That ye may from henceforth, having heard of us all things aright sa
to matters mpemal.

Of the being of birde, and beginning of gods, and of etreams, and the
dark boyond resching,

Truthfully knowing aright, in my name bid Prodicus pack with his
preaching,

It wos Chaos and Night at the fret, and the blackness of darkness,

and Hell’s broad border,

Karth waa not, nor air, neither heaven; when in depths of the womb
of the dark without order

First thing first-born of the black-plumed night was a wind-egg
hatched in her bosom,

‘Whenee timely with seasons revolving again sweet Love burst out ss
a blossom,

Gold wings glenming forth of hisbaek, like whirlwinds gustily tarning.

Ho, after his wedlock with Chaos, whose wings are of darkness, in
Hell broad-burning,

For hig nesilings begut him the race of us first, and upraised us to
light mew-lighted,

And before thiz wee not the race of the gods, until all things by Love
were nnited:

And of kind vnited with kind in communion of nature the sky snd
the sea sre

Brought forth, and the earth and the rase of tha gods everlasting snd
blest. So that we are

Far away the most ancient of all things bleat. And that we are of
Love's generation

There are manifest manifold signs. We have wings, and with us
have the Loves habitation ;

And manifold fair young folk thet foreawore love ones, ére the bloom
of them ended,




Have the men that pursued and desired tham subdued, by the help of
us only befriended,

‘With such baits ss a quail, a flamingo, a goose, or & cock’s comb
staring aod splendid.

All beat good things that befall men come from us birds, as is plain

to all resson;

For first we proclaim snd make known to them spring, and the winter
snd sutumn in season:

Bid sow, when the crane starte clanging for Afrie, in shrill-voiced
emigrant number,

And ealls to the pilot to heng up his radder again for the sesson, and
slumber;

And then weave viosk for Orestes the thief, lest he strip men of theirs
if it freezes.

And agnin thersafter the kite reappearing announces s change in the
brevzes,

And that hers ia the season for shearing your sheep of thelr spring
wool. Then does the swailow

Give you notice to eell your greatcoat, snd provide something light
for the hest that's to follow.

Thus sre we a8 Ammon or Delphi unto you, Dodons, nay, Phmbus
Apolle,

For, a5 fimt ye come all to get aoguries of birds, even such is in all
things your earriage,

Be the matter & matter of trade or of earning your bread, or of any
one’s marriage.

And all things we lay to the charge of a bird that belongs to discerning
predietion:

Winged fame is & bird, as you reckon; you sneaze, and the sign 's e
& bird for eonvietion:

All tokens are ‘birds’' with you—sounds too, and leckeys, and
donkeya, Then must it not follow

That we ARE ta you sll 88 the manifest godhead that speaks in
prophetic Apoliof




In the following acenes and songs, from the latter part of the comedy of
the Birds, Aristophanes, while holding constantly to the fanciful dramatic
illusion of & winged community and & city in the sir, has introduced, sfter
hiz usnal mannar, & great many witty sllusions of n locs]l snd personsl

h ter, besides wad of the famous litersture of
his time. Buch passsges cannot, of course, impress the modern roader aa
forcibly as they must have impressed the contemporaries of the poet in the
Divnysinc thestro st Athens; still less can their effect be adequately
eonveyed by means of & translation into s modern tongue.

Ima, personification of the rainbow, meéssenger of the goda of Heaven, Iz
a familiar Agure to readers of the Illad of Homer. We can well understand
the surprise and Indignaton 11 d by the godd when in Bcene IV.
she is intercepted on her flight down to Earth, informed that she is guilty of
trespass, and called upon to show her passport.

ProderuEvs, s god of the fallen dymasty of the Titens, sentensed by
Zeus, for stealing fre nnd bestowing it ws » gift opon mortals, to be chained
10 n cliff of Mt. Csuensus apnd preyved apon sternally by & ravenous vulturs,
is kpown to resdcrs of Aeschylus aa & type of lofty courage, suhlime
codursnce, and & proudly deflant apirit. As be appears In Sceme V.
Premetheus has elearly deterlorsted In respesct to soms of the wnobler
qualities of che aoul, while hia hatred for the gods of the Zeus sdministra-
tlon, and his love for men—and birds, remain ondiminished.

Poszipoy, god of the ses, and Hrracnes, the mighty hero and demi-god,
introduced in Scent V1. s ambassadors of Zeun to the birds, are typieal, in
the comic roproseotation, the former of the elegant Athenlan aristocracy,
the latter of a clsks that would Inelude the professional athlete and the
sporting man.—Triballus, the third member of the divine commissiom,
supposed to represent & hitherto unknown race of foreign gods, is a pure
imvention of Arlstophanes; the name being taken from the Triballof, a semi-
barbarous people inhabiting lands near the Damube, the district of the
modern Sarvis and Bulgaris,




