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INTRODUCTION.

——l———

Errors in pronunciation are of frequent oeccurrence in
nearly all our schools. It is true, the Dictionary is con-
sulted by persons who wish fo pronounce correctly; yet
learners do not easily form the habit of fregquent reference
to the Dictionary, and even when they seek its aid are com-
monly slow in interpreting its directions, if, indeed, they
do not utterly fail,

Has the inquirer a clear idea of the value for which the
it key-word " is given ? Perhaps his ear has been trained to
note only the wider differences of sound; or it may have
become so accustomed to erroneous utterances of whole
clazses of words, that tongue and ear are leagued against
the right. From whatever causes, there is often a failure
to interpret at sight the authorized pronunciation.

Yet there can be no doubt that the average prammear-
school pupil ean be made so familiar with the method for
indicating sounds, that, with the Dictionary in hand, he
ean in a moment assure himself of the correct pronuncia-
tion of any English word. To secure such ability on the
part of the pupil is the aim of this handbook.

The essential steps to this end are five in number:

1st. A thorough study of the elementary sounds, and
their mode {or modes) of repreésentation,
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4 INTRODUCTION.

2d, Ample practice, both in reading various eombinations
found in the Dictionary, and in representing spoken values
by appropriate phonetic characters.

3d. Practice in placing accent, primary and secondary,
and in giving just force to the vowels in unaceented
ayllables,

4th. The study and application of a few of the leading
Principles of Pronunciation; and, to give efficacy to the
foregoing, we add,

bth. A thorough drill on several hundreds of words,
most of which are frequently mispronounced.

THE CHART,

gound by sound, must first receive eareful thought and
forcible utteranee. Pupils will more readily master this,
the #HKey to the Symbols®™ if the sounds are first intro-
duced as represented each by & SINGLE CHARACTER, and
exemplified by a siverLe worp. To aid in attaining perfect
sccuracy in uttering the elementary sounds, careful diree-
tions mre given touching the position of the vocal organs,
especially when forming those sounds that are often mis-
conceived. Then follows a

TABLE OF EQUIVALENTS —
a valuable acquisition to any one who is to form the habit
of consulting the Dictionary.

THE CHAFTER ON ACCENT

is quite full, especially in reference to placing the secondary
accent, and to determining the value of unaccented vowels;
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gince, if we except the gross error of misplacing the pri-
mary accent or giving a false value to the unaceented vowel,
nothing sooner mars pronunciation than a pedantic overdoing
or a vulgar suppression of an unaecented vowel,

THE PRIXCIPLES OF PRONUNCIATION,
to which considerable space has been given, are pxpressed
in simple language. The Principles must first be under-
stood, then applied, then enforced in all subsequent utter-
ances. To aid in this, extended

LISTS OF WORDS OFTEN MISPRONOUNCED

are next presented. Many words which are used in illus-
tration of the Principles are here repeated —in this instance,
however, unmarked.

HOW TO USE THE LISTS.

From the very beginning, let the commeon error or errors
in pronunciation be exposed, the fitting Principle applied,
and, in general, the meaning of the word determined. Here,
. if anywhers, haste makes waste.

EACH PUPIL'S CHARACTERISTIC FAULTS

should be noted — the more if they ocenr throughout classes
of words; for, howéver offensive may be such utterances as
hor'izon, Febyuary, in'quiry, persist, deestrick, it is of far more
importance to note an error which runs all through one's
speech. One pupil can not utter the word move correctly :
it contains the sound 55. Another does not sound the rin
barn, horse, word., A third says *bot,” for bowght: broad o
is foreign to his tongue. Whatever the fault, it is probable
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that a list of words adapted to ite correction has bees
inserted, either under a Principle or under the head, # How
to find the Elementary Sounds ; if not, let a list be formed.
Let the pupil have daily drill upon this list nntil the faunlt
disappears. All this care will be rewarded, for correct pro-
nunciation is an essential element in a good education. -

A Principle having been mastered by the pupil, he has

A GUIDE TO THE PRONUNCIATION

of many words. Bo far as they zre concerned, all uncer-
tainty is removed. But this very confidence will show him
the wisdom of consultation in all cases of doubt. In this
way the intslligent use of the Dictlonary will become e habit.
Concluding the volume will be found

A MAREKED LIST FOR STUDY.

Buch a list has little value for recitation, but will be
found a great saving of time in the looking up of words.
Pupile should not eonsult this list while reciting npon the
teat lists.




CHAPTER I

PHONIC CHARTS, TABLES OF EQUIVALENTS, AND TESTS
IN PRONUNCIATION AND REFRESENTATION.

WEBSTER'S GUIDE TO FRONUNCIATION.
I.— Eeoy to the Symbols.

& a# in dle, fate, 1a'bor.

& as in sen'dee, deilcdte, Aa'rial,
# a# in cire, shire, pir'ent,

& ar in &m, &dd, rin‘dem,

A ag# in dirm, fir, fi'ther.

A mf ia dsk, griss, pass, dbnee,

a as in fi'ngl, in'fent, guid‘ancs.
& ag in gll, gwe, swgrm, tplk.

& ag in &ve, méts, serdne’,

& as {u bvant’, dbpond’| soci'ty,
& as in End, mit, Bxcuee’, sfface’,
& as in f8rn, bir, ér'mine, oviar.
e ax in re'oent, de‘cency, pro‘dence,
i as {n Ioe, time, sight, inspire’.

t as in tde'a, tribu’nal, blol'ogy.
1 as in 1ll, pin, pity, admie’.

@ as in Old, nots, Gver, prophea’.
& s in Bbey!, thbac’ed, sor'rhw.
0 as in drh, 10nd, érder, abhor!,
& ge in odd, ndt, tSe'rid, Gecur”.
i ag in {ige, plire, dii'ty, assime’.

q

fh as in Unite’, ae'thate, edfeation,

u a# {n Tyde, ry‘mor, intrgde’.

w o5 in fyll, pot, folfill’.

ft ax in ip, tib, stdd'y.

@ as in Urn, {04, conefir!,

¥ an in PiL'F, in'jurg, divinfity.

o0 a3 in f60l, 1654, mén, wid'ing.

&0 ag {n ft, wibl, biok, gied.

ou a8 in ont, thow, devoar!,

ol ae i oil, nois'y, avoid'.

N, repregenting the nesal tone (ne
in Fremch or Portoguess) of the
preceding vowel ; s in ensemble
{lingixb'l), i

* (for ide}, as in par'don
{partd'n}, eat'en (&t'n}.

& {Lard}: asin go, begin, anger,

8 (surd, or sharp): ar in so, this,
haste ; for ¢, as in call; [or se,
aw in seene; for ss, &z in hiss,



