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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Tax following cssay was writien st the request of a
valoed friend more than three years ago. Immediately
after its composition was suggested, the aunthor tried
to perform his task with as much expedition and in as
moderate bounds as seemed to harmonise with the
general purpose in which it originated. Bat circum-
stances have interfered to retard, if not entirely to
prevent the execution of the scheme of which it was
to form a part. The suthor therefore ventures to
gend it forth independently, regretting its isolated
publication, but hoping that it may prove itself a small
contribution o the cause of free thought in relation to
the best mode of bringing the contents of the Bible
before English-spesking people. He has tried to
write for intelligent laymen more than for scholars or



iv Introductory Remarks.

professed theologians, and believes that nothing will
be found in it which the former cannot readily under-
stand. He has also studied eompression, only toach-
ing upon the main points of the subject, because all
that he originally aimed at was a general essay, not a
learned or exhaustive treatise,

November, 1873,
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