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KATE DOUGLAS WIGGIN.

It iz an u.dvantagp for an anthor to Imyu
known many places and differont sovts of
people, though the mest vivid impressions
are commonly those received in childhood
anid youth,  Myes. Wigein, as she 15 kmown in
literature, was Kate Douglag Smith © she was
barn o Chiladel plia, and spent her yonung
womanhosd in Californis, o when a very
yomng alilib sbe mnovesd. b Hollps an the
State of Mine, el sinew Lier mgtneity has
sanally made bey siamey lotoe S 1 her
surliest recollections, thns Eeelone: fothe plaee,
and she draws Ispivaidea for hev character
and seene painting- very- lurrely from this
New England ncighbo: homd,

Hollis &5 o gquiet, secluded place, & pie-
turesque but almost deserted village —if the
Fuw honses so widely seattered can be termed
a village — located among the ondnlating
bills that lie along the lower vesches of the
Saco Miver,  Here she plans to do almost
all her actual writioe — the story itself i
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begnn long before — and she resorts to the
place with pent-up energy.,

A gquaint old house of colomial date and
style, set in the midst of extensive grounds
and shaded by graceful old trees, — this is
“{uilleote,” — the sutnmer home of Ms.
Wiggin, Quilleote is typical of many old
New England lomesteads ; with an environ-
ment that 1s very close to the heart of na-
ture, it comblnes all that 1z mgst desirabile
and beantiful 1 penwine conutry life,. The
old manor honze 18 loeated on o sighily
elevation commandior a varied view of the
surroandiong bills and fertile valloys ;G te
northwest are o Jae o ssen the foothills of
Mt "n-,u.lu,ngmn "m% l;“!'l'.*—r-’l"' *Iv a Lwoe Liones’
drive will: bunf- oo tlu' Old Onreliard Deseh,
and the Lim“ul Unih,- delicious ocenn whose
Larewees Lo g&n‘udu,ﬂn u.ﬂ:trmi inland  to
Quilleote, '

Mes. Wiggin 1s t]lu:umug]::l}' m love with
this big ranbling house, from garret to cel-
lar. A gennine historie air seems to sur-
ronnd the entire place, lending an added
charm, and there nre many nupressive char-
weteristies of the house in its dienity of arvela-
tecture, whicl seem to speak of o past cen-
tury with velones of history in peserve. A
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few steps from these ample grounds, on the
opposite side of the road, is a pretty wooden
cottage of moderate size and very attrac-
tive, the early home of Mrs. Wiggin, These
seenes have inspived much of the loeal color-
ing of her storics of New England life and
character. * Pleasant Wiver 7 in Timothy's
(fuest is drawn from this locality, and in
her latest hook, The Fillage Weateh Tower,
many of her settines and deseriptions are
vory closa to existing vonditions.

Her own room and literary workshop is
on the seeond Qooe of the honse @ 1t 12 das-
Linetively a study in white, and ne place
eould be move ideal for ereative work, It
s the cheeriest ontlool frmo four windows
with a soufhern cxaposure, overlooking a
broad grass plat studded with trees, where
birds from early dawn hold merry earnival,
and squirrels find perfect awd upmolested
freedom. A peep ioto this =zanctom is a
most convineing proof that she is o woman
who dearly loves order, as every detal
plainly indicates, and it is alse noticeable
that any display of literory litter s most
conspicnously absent.

Interesting souvenivs and gifts of infinite
variety are seattered all over the room, on
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the wainseoting, mantel, and in every avail
able niche ; very many ave from children aud
all are dainty tributes. A picture of an
ireesistibly deoll child face, of the Afriean
type and infeetiousty full of mirth, is one of
a great company of children who look at
you from every side and anpgle of the room.

Dainty old pleces of china, rare bitz of brie-
a-brae, the very hroad and old-time fireplaces
filled with ent bonghs of the spiey fiv halsan,
and varions antique pieces of farnitore lend
to the inner atmosphere of Quilleote a fine
artistie and colonial effect, while not a stone’s
throw away, ak the font of a pl't‘.f‘-ilﬁrﬂuﬁ banlk,
flows — m a vory ireeralar chanmel — the
pietaresgue Sacn Hiver.

In thiz summer home Mrs, Wigein has the
eompaniouship of Ler mathear, and her sister,
Miss Nora Smith, herself a writer, which
venders 1t ensy to abandon bersell wholly
to her creative work ; this coupled with the
fact that she i1s practically in seclusion ban-
ishes even a thought of interraption.

And now, what was the beginning and the
growth of the delightinl literary facolty,
which has already given birth to so many
pleasant fancies and happy studies, especially
of yonng life? A glimpse is given in the



