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% Lord taka feoen sma all that keepeth 2o from Thees,
Lord, pive ma all thet helpeth me to Then,
Lovd, tako mo {rmen myse
And goaat me to beloup alome tn Thes,™
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

THE following pegres are furrly and troly what they
profess to be—a feithful portrait of a noble snd’
unselfish soul, who passed her whels life in works of
charity, and who did hor very best to fulfil the pre-
cept enjoining ©s to love the Lord our God with
our whole hearts, and o neighboor as ourselves,
for His eake, This translation was undertaken in
conssquenice of a very favourable review of the
German original, which sppeared last November
in our prinecipal Catholic newspaper, sand which
represeuted the work as useful and edifying, and
said that & transiation of it into English would be
acceptabla. The author of the book was a Pro-
testant—she 13 mentioned towards the latter part
of the work, under the name of Antonie. She
performed her task of biographer most conscien-
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tionaly, and had decided Catholic tendencies. This
will not oceasion much sorprise to those of her
English readers, who, from & long residence in
Germany, may have had cause to obssrve what &
general movement towards the Catholic Church
thers iz among the mast pious and thoughtful
Lutherans, and which will assuredly bring about
the happy return of millions to the true fold, when
better days ehall usher in tha Church's triumph.
The reader of the following pages is requesfed to
bear in mind the fact, that, during the hfctime of
our heroine, religion n {Fermany was only hegin-
nine to recover from the banefnl consequences of
the firat French revolution, and frorm the oppresmon
the Church underwont at the hands of the secular
powers. Even yet the traces of that infinence ape
pear in the schism of the so-called * 0ld Cathelics.”
Gretchen's ignorance of many pointa which are per-
foctly well understoed by the children of our own
poor schools, can ouly be traced to this cause, and
the reader will be interested to see in it a proof,
how moch good the licht and grace of the recent
(Eeumenical Couneil will produce among the ex-
cellent and pious Germen Clatholics.

Bruaes, Feaat of the Epiphany, 1872,
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