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Dedicated
to Abbie Hoffman

Please allow me to reintroduce this book called, so
prophetically, The Politics of Ecstasy. 1 can modestly praise the
magnificent, audacious, oxy-moronic, oxy-generic title be-
cause it was given to me by Abbie Hoffiman, to whom I re-
dedicate the book.

ECSTASY: The experience of attaining freedom from
limitations, either self-imposed or external; a state of exalted
delight in which normal understanding is felt to be sur-
passed. From the Greek "ex-stasis.” By definition, ecstasy is
an ongoing onfoll process. It requires a continual sequence
of *dropping out” On those occasions when many individu-
als share the ecstatic experience at the same time, they create
a brief-lived “counter-culture.”

SYNONYMS: Fuphoria, high, rush, delight, bliss, ela-
tion, enchantment, joy, nirvana, rapture.

STASIS: Standing, a standstill
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