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PREFACE

I mave to acknowledge my obligations, in the
preparation of the following sketch, to the late Earl
Granville, who was good enough to give me some
notes of his recolleetions of Lord Canning's early life,
and o erificise the hiographical portion of the work :
to Mr. Lewin Bowring, C.8.L, who kindly placed st
my disposal the Diary which he kept while he was
Private Secretary to Lord Canning; to (General Charles
Stuart, who allowed me the use of his Journal kept
during his term of office as Militery Secretary: and to
Lady Lawrence for the pernsal of an interesting corre-
spondence between Lord Canning and Lord Lawrence.
The claborate history of the Indian Mutiny, begun by
Sir John Kaye, and completed by Colonel Malleson,
and the latter author's shorter and more recent work
on the same subject, are authorities which I have
frequently consulted and to which I am largely
indebted.

H. 8 C



CONTENTS

—
FAOES
Coar. I. TeE AmgUuwesr ., . . . . . . n-1g
II. BrOGBEAFHICAL . . : : ' L
III. Tee Irpma wHTeH Lokb CiwyiNe FOUND - 4867
IV. TEr Narve ARMy : 68-80
V. Mprmwy . ; ' 3 ‘ i .. Brang
VL Cosgyrest . . i . i p P - IT4-T43
VII. Loan CANNING'E ARBATLANTE . L4185
VIO FacTrioaTion . . - . . . . rfif-185
I¥. DBECoSTEDOTION . . - . . . . EBG-1gy
X FPoawer . . . . . . . . Ipfacl
X1 Tasr Damm . i i . ! £ B . TOQAIE
IvpEx . ‘ A i A i “ i . AF-130
NOTE

The orthogrephy of proper names follows the system sdopted by
the Indisn Government for the ITmperial Gaszsttesr of Indiaz. That
system, while adhering to the popular wpoliing of very well-known
places, such as Punjab, Luckoow, &c., employe in all other cases the
vowels with the following uniform sounds :—

o, &3 in woman; d, in fother: £, as in polise : {, a8 in intrigne : o, a2
in eold: w, s in bull: «, sa in swre: & a8 in grey.
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FIRST VICEROY OF BRITISH INDIA
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CHAPTER 1

Tur ARGUMENT

Inp1a has added a thrilling chapter to the English-
man's national romanee —a chapter which more,
perhaps, than sny other in our annals, abonnds in
intereat and pathos—in dark, tragie scenes, strange
episodes—the success of splendid daring—the snpre-
macy of the constant mind over adverse fata—the
detcrmined mood which gains reinforcement from
hope and consolation from despair. It has bepn the
srena in which the qualities which Englighmen most
prize in themselves and their fellow-eountrymen have
been cxhibited om & grand scale—the iron will—the
unwavering purpose—the practical aptitude for the
management of human affairs—long-enduring fortitude
—devotion to duty—the generous contagion of self-
sacrifice, when courage glows into heroism and the
commonplace becomes sublime.

With no original design which looked beyond a
mercantile profit, the warding off of imminent danger,
or the coercion of a troublesome rival, the English
found themselves, after & cemtury of unexampled
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vicissitudes,—the import of which they were unable,
at the time, to comprehend,—the pearamount power
among the unstable governments and shattered
nationalities of Hindustén.

Destiny had driven them—much against their will—
to discard their counting-houses and ledgers for an
Imperial task. Dupleix’s bold eonception of employ-
ing one sct of natives to subjugate another had been
employed to good effect. Again and again Indian
troops, drilled and led by Englishmen, had triumphed
over an Indian foe. One great State after another had
sucenmbed, and —effste, prostrate, moribund—had been
eonverted into eomponent parts of a living organisa-
tion. The robber commumitics—jackals tearing at
the earcase of the Mughal Empire’—had been tamed
into order or scared to flight. Thore had been fieree
struggles in which Marithée or Sikhs had tested the
prowess of the Western conquerors to tho ntmost—dark
hours in which it had seemed doubtful whether those
Western conquerors were destined to hold their own.
But their sscendancy was now complete. Dalhousie’s
masterful will .and firm hand had crushed the last
serious effort of the fiercest of the races who had
ventured to contest it. The Sikhs, after a crushing
defeat at Gujarit, had bent in submission to the
fated eonqueror, and their Afghdn allies had fled cower-
ing through the Khéibar Pass. From the Himflaya
to Cape Comorin no power questioned the supremacy
of the English R4j.

On such a theatre it was inevitable that the idiosyn-



