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INTRODUCTION,

HE lectures in this volume were delivered during the
pact winter and spring, under the muapices of tha
Church Clab of the IMocese of Minnepotn, in Christ Church,
8t Panl, and in Gethremane Church, Minneapolia. They
are designed to cover certein important epochs in the hiss
tory of the Anglo-American Chureh which merk ife. most
important and signifleant experiences.

This cbject, 8 will be soen by their peruzal, hes been
most satisfactorily necomplished,

They were reccivod with morked aceepiance by the
large congregations which prected tho distinguished lec-
turers.

The Church Club fecls that their benetite should be
bestowed upon & larper audicnes than the people of Bt Paunl
and Minneapolie, nnd with thie emd in vicw, herewith pre-
pemta them in eonvenient form for gemoral eirenlation.

It i guite within the bounde of truth to eay that a
more valuable or helpful course of hisboricel papers has
never been prasemted im the Amerienn Church. They will,
wherever read, aid materindly toward the slucidetion of the
facta of history, and the removal of erromecus impressions
prevailing so universally regarding the realipation amd
development of the independent organic life of the Church.

In view of the elmomt invincible ignorance prevailing,
not only outeide the Church, but too often within, as to the
actual movement and mesning of the Reformation, the
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truth regarding it capnot be too freely or too publicly pro-
claimed.

The Church simply eeke for a fair and impartial hear-
ing; she has nothing te conceal, she hap no facts of history
te distort; clearly, uznequivecally, she prooclaims her
unhroken organic sontinnlty, and appeals to the bar of his-
tory for conflrmation. It sometimes appears ag if, in trying
to prove the independence of the early British Church, and
the continuity of gur an¢cession thérefrom, we have uncon-
selonaly lowt alght of the valog and competency of that sue-
oeeaign which comes through Avgustine, and which pro-
duced the real organiem of the Church of England; an
organism mnever willingly anbject to0 the domination of
Fome, but always naserting its right to be free,

Frim Wyeliffe to Pusey is » great cyele of history, and
it iz full of lessoms and ipgidemts which mean mighty
thinge to the English-speeking Tace.

Mo one can read these lectures without sn increase of
loyel devotion to tha Chureh of our fatbers, and the pettlod
eonvietion that this Church which hae preserved her charae-
ter through euch timee of storm and stress, which has been
the mother ef such neble soms, which hae shown her capeacity
to revive new mpiritual encrgies st critical periods, which,
with & mervellous adaptability and vitality, hes been trans-
plantad to almoest evary lond—is the Church for America
nnd for the world.



WYCLIF AND THE PRE-REFORMATION
PERIOD,

Er. Ruv. Davie SgastuMe, DD,
Eishop of Lovielans,

A N eesential preliminary in any study of

special periods of Chureh History ie an
assertion, however brief, of the original unity of
the Christian Church; a unity which realized the
essential ideal of Christ and enabled the Chureh
in its early daye to fulfil its mission of bearing the
Gospel to the uttermost parts of the world.

How that unity came to be broken, and how
in consequence of its rupture Christianity came
to be so eorrupted as in later ages to require funda-
mental Reformation, is a familiar story. Yet to
offset popular errors, to recall actual history as to
the relations between the Latin and the English
branches of the Catholio Church, and to indicate
the state of corruption which obtained in the four-
teenth century as causing and justifying the recoil
initiated by Wyclif and consummated by his sue-
cesaors of the fifteemth and sizteenth centuries, it



