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2 JOAN OF ARC

collected during the case for rehabilitation,! re-
membering that if it adds in some measure to her
glory it can contribute few new features to her
mora! stature, the beauty of which was sufficiently
apparent in her attitude and her answers at the trial,
and indeed stood out with an intensity of life and
truth beyond the reach of any document. We shall
not, however, neglect the accounts of contemporary
chroniclers, though it is impossible not to regret that
their indirect and second-hznd evidence should so
frequently be lifeless and even at times inaccurate.
Still, they are agreed upon all the essential points;
and, though a summary of facts is oot our main
object, it is at least a means to an end, for it is by
dwelling upon these facts, facts which, except for a
few unimportant details, are now thoroughly eluci-
dated, that we shalf endeavour to enter into the
thoughts, emotione and aspirations of the esint and
herpine.

At the first sitting ® of the court at the trial which
was to end in her martyrdom, Joan of Arc iotro-
duced herself to ber judges: = In my own country,”
she said, “they used to call me Jeannette; since
my arrival in Prance I have been called Jeanme.
I was born at Domremy, which makes one slong
with Greux; the principal church iz at Greux. My
father's name is Jacques d'Arc® my mother's

1 Mo evidence was heard during the case for convictioo,

? Wednesday, 215t February 1431,

? Some higtorians erenecosly write © Jeanne Dare " in one word,
£0 as to condfer on Joan a petent of plebeian birth, in which they
make a donble mistake. On the one hand, the particle does not
signify nobility, nor its absencs piebeian bicth ; and on the other
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Isabelle;! 1 believe myself to be about nineteen
years of age."

The little village of Domremy is divided by a
stream which flows into the Meuse. The part on
the north side of the stream wae held directly from
the King of France, and was comprised in the
bailiwick of Chaumont-en-Bassigny; that on the
south was held of the Duke of Bar, a vassal of
the King of France. Just across the Meuse was
Lorraine, an independent country. Jecan of Arc was
in no way a native of Lorraine.? The cottage where
she was born formed part of the direct inheritance
of the King of Prance. It is true that the stream
which separated it from the territory of Bar Hows at
the very door of the house,® but even had she been a
native of Bar (which she was oot} thise would not
have made her a Lovrainian. Lorraine began at the

hand, the apostrophe was unknown in the fifteenth centory, and
“doe D'Orleans 7 was writtenn ** due dorlesns ™ jost ag *f Jeannoe
d’Arc™ was writben **Jeanne Dwrz, ™ ** Dare,"” howedver, is mesning-
less. The Fandly of Toan's father probably came orlgmally from Arc
in the territory of Bar between Chaumont and Langres. Her father,
Jacques, was born at Ceffonds near Montierender (Haute Meme)

1 Tsabelle Romés, of Vouthon, near Domremy.

¥ See the explicit words of the letter sent to the Duke of Milan by
the Steward of Beery, Percival de Boulainvilliers {215t June 1429) ;
He says:— " Shs was bomn in a small village of the name of
Domremy, in the beiliwick of Bessigny, on this side of, and not
far from the frontiers of the Kingdow of France, on the banks of
the river Meuse near Lorraine ™  (Quicherat, Proc?s o Jeawese
& dre, wol. v 106),  That Domvemy was later included o Lorraine
matters little, Joan was born a Frenchwoman, and therefore not
4 Lorraintan. Lotraine was territory of the Empiye,

# The actosl house was rebuilt in 1480 oo the site of the one in
whmh]mwubum,[ﬂrtufwhmhhnwwwed in the re-
construction,
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neighbouring village of Maxey upon the right bank
of the Meuse, where prayers were said for the
victory of the English and the Burgendians., Greux
and Domremy were loyal to the Prench king! The
children of Mazey and these of Greux used to fight
battles among themselves, several of which were
witnessed by Joan, who recalled them to her
memory when speaking to her judges. #1 have
seen them come back wounded and covered wiih
blood," she anid. These childish fraye, however,
do not geem to have had any great influence upon
the silent, self-centred, and entirely inward and
personal dewvelopment of her warlike mission and
her patriotism.?

1 With the sole exception of one man, who to Joan's great
indignation helonged to the Borgundian party.

¥ We know that Joan chisined from the hng the favonr of
exempting Domremy and Greux from fendal taxztion. The king
could not have exempted from taxes any willage which was not
held directly from his crown.  Domrewmy lost this privilege when
Charles IX. ceded the village to the Thuke of Lormine and Bar (25th
Jam. 1571% It claimed the vestoration of this right of axemption,
which was a title of hooour as well, when, after the desth of
Stanisles, Lormine became Fremch. The terms of the roysl
letter remowe all doubts as to the nationality of Joan of Arc:
** Charles, ete., to the bailif of Chaumecnt, etci, we desire to
inform you that by the favour and at the reqoest of our well-
beloved Jomn the Maid, and fov the great, mighty, notable and
profitable services she has rendered and is daily rendering us
for the recovery of onr domain, we have granted and do hershy
grant special privileges to the peasants and inhabitants of the town
and village of Greux and Domremy, io the said province of
Chaumont-en-Bassigny, of which the sald Joan is a native, that they
be henceforsard free, clear and exempt from all taxes, aids, sub-
sidies and subventions levied or to be levied upon the skid parish.”
The letters were given at Chataan-Thierry, 318t July 1429,
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Jacques d’Arc and [sabelle Romée were small
farmers owning a cottage and fifty acres of land,
consisting of fleld, wood, and meadow, which they
cultivated themselves, toiling with their own hands.
They were poor but not needy. Jacques d’Arc held a
position of honour in his little village ; he was styled
doyen, a title which placed him second only to the
mayor and the sheriff. He had three sons, Jacques,
Jean and Pierre, and two daughters, Catherinel
and Joan. The latter, the younger of the two, was
probably born on the 6th of Janvary 14122 She
wze baptized in the church at Domremy, and,
according to a custom genernl at the time, had
four godfathers and four godmothers. She grew
up among rustic pleasures and !abours without
receiving any education ; she was never able either
to read or write. She could, bowever, sew and spin
admirably, * [o sewing and spioning,” she proudly
tells her judges®= [ will match myself against any
woman in Reuen.” *“In my father’s house,” she
continues, “ [ was occupied with household duties, |
did not go into the felds to tend the flocks.” She
frequently reverts to this fact which 1 notice
because legend has been apt to represent her as

i It is believed thar this elder sister died before Joan left home
(s 5t Luce, feguns d'dre d Domremy, p- 35 Yot Joan spoke
later to Dunois of & sister who was alive ; sce fost, p. 66

? Date established upon the evidence of the letter of Boulain-
villiers to the Duke of Milan quoted abore,

3 First hearing, 2rst Feb, 1331,

# 4 Tid you drive the cattle into the ficlds #'—"' No, not sinee
[ grew up, and had reached years of discretion. 1 cannol re:

member mow whether I tended them when I was o child ® {3rd
hearing, Quicherat, fracds, etc., vol. i f 66}



& JOAN OF ARC

a shepherdess, whereas she was in reality more of a
housewife. She received her religious instruction
solely from her mother, from whom she learned her
prayers. She koew Our Father, Hail Mary and the
Creed by heart. Further than that her education did
not go; and in after years the equivocnl guestions
of her judgee upon the * Church Militant ™ were the
cause of her undoing, for, failing to understand the
meaning of these words, she made two or three
imprudent answers of which an unfair advantage
was taken. .

In this simple life her faith and her piety were
remarkable even from childhood. Whatever time
she could spare from her work she spent in church ;
she was constantly seen zbsorbed in prayer, and the
only fault which her companions could And with her
was that she was feo grave and devout. She loved
the sound of the chugch bells, because they were a
call to prayer; and used to give the bell-ringer little
presents, such as wool from her own sheep, that he
might perform bie duties with great regularity. As
charitable as she wag picus, she loved the poor
tenderly, and gave as much as she was able to in
alms. Many a time she put some homeless and
wretched creature intc her bed and spent the night
upon the hearth. "When twelve years old she ceased
to join in the games of the boys and girls of her
own age, and was seen oo longer dancing under the
“ Pairy Tree.” She still followed the happy band of
children to it, but beld somewhat aloof, not morosely,
but pensively.

This * Pairy Tree™ plays an important part in the




