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PREFACE,

N publishing his first thin volume of fevenalia,
it is customaty for the young author to make
this the vehicle for excnses, as though he had been
guilty of some crime.  In my case, | have no excuse
to offer. This volume contains a selection of my
contributions to the amateur press during the past
two years, and comprises all 1 desire to preserve,
In one respect, I am sure, this little book will be
more forlunate than many others of greater preten-
siong; for, as it will circulste only among my
personal friends and fellow-workers in the cause of
amateur journalism, | can reasonably expect to carry
my readers beyond the preface.

We are told that one can make himself understond
much easier, and with fewer words, in conversation
than in writing. I have often thought that the
reader, however appreciative, can never understand
a sentiment so fully as the writer, We have all
heard of how the poet; while under the influence of
the dizine affatus, has torn his hair and foamed st
the mouth on being delivered of a happy though,



viil PREFACE.

But he is indeed fortunate i his words arouse more
than a passing feeling in the heart aof his reader.
‘T'o me, these con amere articles mean a great deal ;
they mean more, perhaps, than I would wish the
reader to know., Literature has been my recreation :
I have pursued it with the spirit of Spenser's angels,
*All for love, and nothing for reward” From
necessity, and not inclination, 1 have been compelled
to say with Henry Kirke White :

Fur me thedoy
Hath doties which reguire the vigorons hand
0¥ stepdfost r|.r.|pii|:||.ti|:|:'|.| it whivh legve
N deep improviog teaco upon the mind.
Dut be the day aoother’s | = let it pnss !
The aights my own ! They conmor steal oy night !
When Evening lights ber folding stur on high,
§ live and breathe ; and in the =acred hours
O guiet and repess wmy spivkt Nies,
Free as the miorilog, o'er the cealnsg nf spnee,
And monnts the skies, und imps ber wing for Fleaven.

Hrooklyn, famvary, 1883,
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