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TO MY MOTHER
(But Lutely depmrted)

WHMOSE DEAR AND EVER-RECURRING MEMORY 18
NOW MY BEST POSSESSION
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*The words of a good poet, even when we do not
spprehend their full meaning, pour & stream of
sweet pectar upon the sool

From the Hindu of the Sernjpadhore Poddhati.

There is, indeed, n certain low snd moderate sort
of poetry that & man may well encugh judge by
certmin roles of art; but the troe, supreme, snd
divine Poesy is above all the rules of reason. 'Whao-
ever discovers the beauty of it, with the most
assured and most steady sight, sces mo more than
the quick reflection of a finsh of lightning. This is
& sort of poetry that does not exercise, but ravishes
and overwhelms cur

judgment.



PREFATORY NOTE.
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was writen over a year and o Aalf
age, and &5 given here substantially in the
Jorm that it then kad, No essential change
has Deen made lo accommodate §f o Mr.
Emerson's death, or to do _justice fo the mul-
titude of sayings that this event elicited. If
but little has been added,a few points have
deen shightly expanded while preparing it
Jor the press.  The portion read at Concord,
on the day set apart to Emerson by the
“ School of Fhilosophy," was a fragment,
ondy a bricf synopsis of whick was furnished
Jor the Book representing (Re lectures of that
body.
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For the privilege of copying so liberally
Jrom Mr. Emerson's poems, & am indebted
o the courtesy of Messrs, Houghton, Mifflin
& Co.; and to Mr. C. H. Brainard, of
" Washington, for the right to reduce for an
appropriate frontispiece the admirable lithe-
graph of Emerson, which had ifs origin in
a photograph owned by Theodore Farker,
and whick was Mr. Parker's favorite picture
of this author. T many ofhers, elio, mo
other portraif of Emerson recalls kim so per
Sectly i his best atfitude, ar ke was in kir
prime,

£ am sure, whatever judgment this essay
may provoke, that the addition of Mr. Ken-
nedy's Concordance to My, Emerson's poetry,
whick he Aas kindly permitied me lo make,
will prove a welcome feature in this offering.

J B

Amenia, N. ¥., O, 5, 1882,



