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DEDICATION.

TOD THE

ATGHT HONOURABLE

LORD BYRON.

Dgar Lorp Brrox,

Though this Volume
should possess no other merit in your eyes, than
that of recalling the short time we passed together
at Vonics, when some of the trifles which it con-
tains were written, you will, 1 am sure, receive the
dedieation of it with pleasure, and belicve that T
m?

My dear Lord,
ever faithfully yours,
T. B.
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PREFACE.

THaovcE it was the wizh of the Members of
Qﬂm Foeo-¢urante Society {who have lately done
me the hongur of electing me their Secretary)
N that T should prefix my name to the following
?Mim]]my, it 13 bot fair to them and to myself
hm state, that, except in the * painful pre-emi-
4 nence” of being employed to transeribe their hncu.
O brations, my claim to such a distinction in the

title-page iz pot greater than that of any other
geatleman, who has contributed his share to the
contents of the volume.

I had originally intended to take this oppor-

tunity of giving some account of the origin and



ili

objects of our Institution, the names and charac-
ters of the different members, &c &e—but, as I
am at present preparing for the press the First
Volume of the  T'ransactions of the Poco-curante
Society,” I shall reserve for that occasion all fur.
ther detmls upon the subject; and content myself
here with referring, for a general imsight into our
tenets, to & Song which will be found at the end
of this work, and which is sung to us on the first
da}:nf every manth, by one of cur nldast. members,
te the tune of (ps far as I can recollect, being no
musician) either “ Nancy Dawson” or « He stole
away the Bacon,™

1t may be as well also to state, for the informa-
tion of those cnitics, who attack with the hope of
being answered, and of being, therehy, brought
into notice, that it is the rule of this Socety to
rieturn no other answer to such asssilants, than is
contained in the three words “ Non curat Hippo-



clides,” {meaning, in Fnglish, « Hippoclides does
not care a fig”) which were spoken two thousand
years ago by the first founder of Poco-curantism,
and have ever since been adopted as the leading
dicium of the sect.

THOMAS BROWN.
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