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INTRODUCTION.

Tur Author of the following discourses will, perhaps, be
muflicienily vindicated from any tharge of presumption in
their publication, by atating that hie has committed them
to the Press at the woanimous request of the Christian
chureh over which he hes the hovour and the happiness
of presiding in the Lord.

n the day immediate auumdinf that on which these
Sermons were deliverel froan the pity the chureh mem-
bers of his fock assembled in the East India Road School-
room, with & view to celebrate the foorth anniversary of
his sertlemeont &a their minister, and o promote, by social
intercoursa, their own motual improvement. Addresses,
bearing on the advancement of personal piety and congre.
ﬂg“'l efficiency, were deliverad by severnl of the mem.

; end frequent referemee baving been made to the
pastorul instructions of the previous day, It was resolved,
om the molion of the two wenfor deacons, that the pastor
should be respectfully reqoested to publish the sermons to
which they had then Latened wi Emﬂt and plensure.
This spplication was, to him, invested with such a degres
of affectinnate authority, as ke had no inclination to resist,
And thengh, indeed, the discourses were prepared aod
preached without any refaremee to publication, he was not
unwilling to place in & permanent form, the truthe they
sonlain ,a.mf o embrace the epportonily thus presented
of reconding some interesting circomstances connected
with the bistory of the congregation to which he ministers
the word of God.

Trinity Chapel, Paplar, was built at the sele expense of
Geor, reen, Eig., of Blackwall, with o view to the spi.
ritual advantige of the large wnd mpiﬂl{ mereglng popu.
lation, in the midet of which it is situ Thei amr
of the previously existivg religious instruglion; and the
prevalence of Pusayism in E.luﬂneighhwrhﬁnd, prompied o
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iv INTRODUOTION.

Lthe ceection of this hoose of prayer. The rznpeﬂ_r, which
is freebold, has been gewerously conveyed into trust, and
the advantages thus communicsied to the public will be
perpetuated to futwre gencrations. On Thnrudli:, Angust
Gith, 1841, the vhapal was opensd for Divine worship, when
pitituble and impressive sermons were preached, in the
morning by the Hev. Thomas Rafles, DDk, LLD., of
Liverpool, and in the avening by the Rev, James Sherman,
of Surrey chepel, London. 1In the following December,
the writer of 1hese notiees, who was then the pastor of the
church assembling in Morley chapel, Flymouth, was in-
viled to become the mioister of this mew chapel. It was
not, however, till Lhe following spring, and afier & second
risit to the soeme of his present Inbours, that hoe sww it his
duty to accede to the request. On Lord's day, the 20th
May, 1842, he entered ou his siated ministry there; preach-
ing in the morning frow Zeohariah, iv. 6, Not by might,
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord n:r{hnm;"
and in the eventng from Isainh, il 10, % And the plensure
of the Lord skall prosper in his hand.” Ou Friday, the first
of Joly,in thessme year, & Christian chinreh was formed, con-
fisting of forty-vight persons, who Uty walch over
each other in love, and to maintain doetrine and disei-
Elim taught in the New Testament of our Lord and Baviour
eens Christ; end asoelly beld by chorchés of the congre-
gutional order.” ‘Fhe church then elected their L
ﬁ“ﬂ’ and choss Mr. George Green and Mr. Thomas
illisms as their dencons; and, on the following Sabbath,
commetmorated the desth of the Saviour at the sacra.
Do vobst i Al ToenaR LArLof Hhy miblcr 2k i
mber pul Hon o & TEALOT Louy .
In this service the Inte excellent Dr. Fletcher, the Revda. A.
Tidman, J. Sherman, and other minisoes aesisted, while a
t number of metropolitan pasturs assembled to testify
their fraternal iotersst in the newly formed Christian
chureh, and its then recognised minister.

Reviowing the yesrs that have rolled away since thess
events tranapired, there 1a preateause for mutual thanks-
giving to the God of all and consolativm,
church bas steadily ing , 80 that scarcely & monthly
meating has taken place without the admission of severnl
persony to its fellowship, and at the end of the foorth yoar
of its existence, the number of its communicants was found
to be about two hundred end fifiy. From the beginning
the voogregation has beon considerable, and wow that the
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charm of novelty bas pansed away, it pot only remaing un-
diminjshed in numbers, but it bas been found desirable w
enlarge the chapel so as to provide accommodetion for an
incrensing attendance,

The mgg tion thus collected has been the menns, in
the hand IEB::!.. of accomplishing some things which it is
hoped will tend to the promution of bis glory. They hare
erected two pehool-rooms, for Bunday nod dadly instroc-
tion, which are Iargely attended by who receive
an effictent and Ch o instruction. The Bible classes,
conducted by the pastor, hare, it 1 belleved, been exien-
sivaly nsefol in the impartation of seri knowledge,
and in the formation of Christlan characier, aa many of
thelr members have heen added o the church.  The volun-

zenl of some ladies in the eongregation has surtained
& Dorcas society, which originaed in the enlightened soli-
citude of the now sainted sod lnmented wife of the pasior,
for the welfare of the poor around her. A bensvolent
sociely, for visitlog and relieving the indigent sick at their
own habitalions, has been well sosiained ie its lowly carser
of ing nuhlnuu. Assnciations have been formed in
aid of British missions, the London City mission, the
E-mln? for Propaguting the Gospel among the Jews, and
other institotions which mim at the temporel advantage
and everlasting salvation of the humen family, The fArst
eollection made in the chapel wis on bebsif of the London
Missionary Society, and Lhe contribations 1o that eminent
catholic and Christinn institution have steadily Im:r:mmi{l
till the amount collected in the ending March 31,
1846, including wome special contributions, was £218 19s,
‘Fhere is good remson to believe that this Christan sane.
tuary is, in u varicty of woys, exercising a beoeficant fnflu-
ence on many minds, nod the hope may well be cherished,
;Ti.t tga holy peace and miritulaldg']rruﬂmy 1!]:rlli“;hn:rm

gd in ils precincts are but pledges & es of
m-.lE lhuudmf‘nlﬂﬂng Trom 'Ehrﬂl.:i s

These facts are narcated oot for the purpose of promoting
personsl or sectarisn boasting, but with = view to glorify
the grace of the Savionr, and to render soitable W -
ledgments to the work of that benevolent individual by
whose libernl zeal the whole of this religious inlerest was
origl Bat for the enlightened ety of Mr. Green
ta fit his neighbours, chapel woold have had no
existence, and fow, if any, of \he efforts now deseribed
wounld have beon made to spread vhe gospel,  This exam-
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ple ia one which enlightened wealthy indiridanls would do
well to imitte. If the igoorance and irveligion of the
masses of the people areé ta be overtnken and sobdped,
Christians of all denominations must put forth grester
efforts than hitherto for the accomplishment of this object;
and if the mngrnii.ﬂunu.\ churches of this country are to
take their proper share in the work of evangel hj; our
home p tiom, they most muoltiply places of Christlan
worship in densely inhabited oeighbourhoods. Their
&F ieal and liberal principles are suited, noder the
Heswing of God, to work savingly on the middle classes of
sociely, and these are eminently fitied, jo their combined
associnted capacity ms Christinns, to diffuse the light of
gospel truth in the localities in which they dwell.

In usion, the writer wonld express his earnest bope,
that the church aad son tiom whose edification
these sermons are ¥ intended may inereiss in all
knowledge end rpm onderstanding, that their love to
each other and to all Christian people may abonnd yet more
and more, and that their career of usefulness nndha”ppinm
may be ns that of *“the sun shinfog in his strength.”  With
these sentiments he dedicates thia production to bis beloved
people, and subseribes bimself, with foelings of lively in.
terest in their welfare, their affectionate Pastor,

GEQRGE SMITH.
Turneey Pamsorans, dug. 1844




The Shureh Ensivuciel.

A SERMON, &o.

#or other foundation can no men lay than that {s laid,
which is Jesun Chriat. Now if any man boild open this
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stub-
ble; overy man’s work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declure it, becnnse it shall be revealed by fire,
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
If any mav's work abide which be hath built therenpon
he shall receiva & reward. IF oy man's work be burned,
he shall suffer loss; bat he himself shall be saved; yet ao
as by fire.—] Conrrermoame iii. 11—<14

——

Vanrtovs and contrsdictory interpretations have
been given by ancient and modern commentators
of this somewhai difficuit but comprehensive and
instructive passage of the word of Ged. The
chureh of Rome, ever ready to pervert the reve-
lation of heaven, and to change the troth of the
Bibleioto fables, haa, with her accustomed adroit-
ness, pressed this scriptare into the unoatoral
support of the monstronas notion of pargatory.
Fixing on the latier clause, which speaks of
being saved as by fire, she hos affirmed that it
refers to = state of penal suffering beiween the
B
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time of death snd the day of final judgment,
in which the spirits of those who die under the
guilt of venial sins are purified by the action of
fiery torment, and made meet to participate the
holiness and joys of heaven. In refutation of
this assumption it may be sufficient to observe,
ihat this dootrine wes utterly nnknown in the
purest eges of Christianity, and was evidently
borrowed from the Platonic philosophy of Greece.
It worked ita way gradoally to general accept-
ance in the dark ages of the church, and hos bean
held, with mary variations, by the abettors of
Popery to the present time. Such o dogma dis-
honours the perfect sacrifice of Christ, whose
blood cleanseth from all ain ; detains ils volariea
in = state of bondage, from which the Baviour
died to deliver his people; and emboldens men
to contipue in sin, with the prospect of absolation
in a luture state; while it has proved a powerfol
instrument of priestly domination over, and ex-
action from, the peopla. It Ginds no countenance
in the sacred scriptores, which declare that the
believer when obsent from the body is present
with the Lord; and it contradicis the passage
before us, which affirma, not that the person saved
shall be tried aa with fire, but that his work shall
be subjected to this ordeal.

An elgeidation of & totally different order bas
been given of our text, by perons who are pro-
pecly opposed to all innovations on the sim-
plicity of the Christian ritual. Believing that the
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kingdom of God is not meet and drink ; that it
conaists not in outward forms, bat in the control
of divine grace upon the heart, they have viewed
with regret the superstitious observances which
persans, at different times, have grafted on the
doctrine of Chriet, and while judging them
charitably aa it regards their motives and state
before God, have compared their additions to the
scriptural forms of Christian worship to “ wood,
hay, and stubble,” destined to an ignominicus
destruction; though the persons themselves, rely-
ing as they did, notwithstanding the obscurity
of their views, on the Saviour, as the all-suflicient
foundation of human bope, shall be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus. Now we are far from
eaying that this is not a great scriptural truth,
while we affirm that it does not appear to be the
truth taught in this passage. It is evident, from
the context, that the guestion uwnder consider-
ation was not one respecting ceremonies, but
ona which had reference 1o the construetion of
the church at Corinth. Disputations concerning
mests or drinks, or the keeping of a holy day,
were not agitating the minds of its members;
buot rather points of leadership and schismatic
rivalry, fomented by persons who appear to have
been corrupting the purity of the church, not by
teaching the people to look favourably upoan
Jewish ceremonies, but by retaining in fellow-
ship with them individuale who were depraved
in character and conduct.



