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Preface.

_ To an author who has lived bis comparitions m & measure, it
would seeen that unless his work carmies with it its own interpreta-
tion, it would lack the first and most essential characteristic of true
bterature, and, therefore, the principal resson for s existence.
Cantion suggests, however, that a few words revealing the ciroum-
stances which gave rise and impetus to certain compositions might
not be eatirely out of place, and might serve to throw o Eide light
into the dark corners which occasional readers may discover.

“Omar and Fitzgerald,” the first and principal poem, was
suggested, of course, by the * Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.” as
trapslated by Edward Fizgerald. The dominant note which 1 have
endeavored to strike in this poem i one of optimmm, and, m this, |
may have departed scraewhat from the spint of Omar. The form of
rubaiyat lends iself readily 1o the expression of the philosophy of ke,
o oy bclgpent e MM et ity - Sopclal
and more optimistic, and, mtellectually, more modest of its achieve-
ments and of #s judgments.  Progress is constantly at work upon owr
idoh, either destroying, of remodeling them into new and some-
times into fantastic shapes. [t scems to me, though, that, n the
midst of the mutabors of e, we most anchor to some ideal. |
have therefore in this first poem in the book endeavored to give
expresdon o the conviction that nothing of good, of glory, or of
beauty ever sbhschitely dies. The body or form @ which these,
“the thmgs which are not seen,” may be manifegted, may pasm
awny, but something, unseen snd intangible though it be, forever
remains undestroyed and indestructble. This thought is hurther
expressed in the sonnet “lmo Pectore,” oo page 35, and abio in
the poem * Fujiyama™ i the lnes:

dmﬂﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂmﬂnﬁm
know thet Life will prosper
Allil:mqnhlmhﬁa-dummg.
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woman Jost her Mo during a shipwreck while cm & voyage
New York, and i i said Busr in his obd age aimost daily
walked slong the ssashore looking out upon the waves, thinking

during my melenchaly years; and the somact “Imo Pactors,™
opposite I the book, wae written fater a3 & protest aguinst my
own eatlier conception of life. The thought in this bast soonet
will be recoguized as smilar in spirit to that conteined n most of
the remaining poems i the book.

_ “The Discoverer,” appesting on page 42, was suggested by
the discovery of the fifth satelite of Jupiter by Edward Emerson
Barnard, an astronomer Formedly at Lick Observatory, Santa Clars
County, Califrnia.  This poem appeared first 7 a magazine pub-
Bshed Ly the author in San Jose, Californis, which magazine was
of bried We and is now of hazy memory,

The sad circumstances surrounding the death of our lats
President, William McKinfsy, gave tie to the poem found on
page 44, “ To the Nation's Dead.” These fines Brat appeared
in a California newspaper oo the morning of President McKinley's

* The Sower,” page 54, was written several years ago, and was
suggested by Millet's famous painting of the same name, [t &
intended as & protest agamat the spirit of Mr. Edwin Markham's
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