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TO THE MEMBERE OF MY CLAHA TN AMERICAN LITERATURE
WHO DURING THE FAST TWO YEARS
BY THHIR APPRECIATION AND EXTHUSIASM
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A man whose tniod 1s enriched with the beat savings of the pocts of his ow
country 18 & moce Independent man, walks the atreets in a town, or the fanes
the country, with far more delight thao Le otherwise would have; aod is taugl
by wise observers of man and nature to txamine for himacif,'r

&R ARTHUR HELFA.

" Bvery good bonk, or plece of book, 19 foll of admiration and awe; It ma
contain frm Asdértion, or stérn eatice, bat it wever mocers coldly, nor msser
haughtily, and it always ieads you to reverence or to love something with you
whole heart.' RUAKEN.

* Most books worth reading once are worth reading twice, and—what iz mao:
important of all-ths masterpisces of lteratore are worth reading & thoansan
times." JorN MorLeY.

' I bave ever galoed the most profil, apd the most pleasure algo, from tk
baoks which have made me think the sioat; and, whem the dificdities have hee
ance gvercome, theae are the books which have struck the deepest root, not ool
in my memory and anderstanding, but likewise in my affections. HARE.



FOREWORD

The University of Oregon has 16,000 books in its lbrary, an annunal
fund of $400 from the Henry Villard gift, besides special appropriations
from its general fund and it is one of the four hundeed and elghty-one repos-
itories of the government. Its library is constantly growing but it has
great need of more books, It wants a library building well filled with
hooks to enrich the learning, cultore, and character of the state. More
than books it wants students from all the counties who have learned to
know well and thoreughly a few masterpieces of English and American
literature; who have formed a hahil of reading; who hunger and thirst
after good books; who by dwelling with great authors and meditating
upon their thoughts shall become a power ia this commonwealth.

A desire 1o aid in bringing about all these results prompted the prepara-
tion of this pamphlet; also & demire to cooperate with the State Board of
Eduecation and County and City Superintendeots in the work they have
heen doing for many years. It was thought that it would be of interest
and value to present books for grades accompanied by the names of one or
two citiea where they had been teated and approved. Tt was also
thought that the names of authors, publishers, and prices would bring be-
fore the young teachers in the school districts, the boys and girls, and the
homes, another source of information about books and added encourage-
ment to send for them for home and school libraries. It was also hoped
that teachers well informed about books and publisbers might olten, in the
crowd of work, find the information planned of immediate and practical
valoe

With these hopes and desires in mind, sormething over three years ago
the Department of Rbetoric and English Literature began to correspond
with State Boards of Education, Superintendents of Instruction, Principals
of High Schools, teachers of English in poblic schools, and librarians
throughowt our countey, and alao with publishers, about lists of books that
had been found by experience to be well adapted to children of differeat
grades and about libraries for grammar grades pud high schoola, Gener
ous responges came from New York to San Fraocseo in letters of infor-
mation, lists compiled by the government, catalogmes, coorses of sindy,
public school libraries, and township libraries,

[tis impressive, indeed, to conternplate the vast amount of thooght and
care given to the selection of good books for the millions of boys and girls
in our public schools, and, farther, to the study of how best to use these
hooks 80 as to awaken all that makes for manhood and womanhood; for




citizenship, love and righteousness. One source of the perpetuity of thia
nation lies in the fact that many of the comparatively few nniversal and
immortal books are read year after year by the youth of our country, uni-
fring ita character, elevating its convictions and ideals.

AJl the material received has been sifted, and about three thousand
books have been grouped under seventeen different lists as indexed. The
lists have grown beyond all expectation in the search for hooks to meet
varied conditions and tastes. Imagination, creative power, character,
love of home, of country, nature, and the beautiful; sclence, industrics, me-
chanical skill, social enlture, apiritual life,~these and many other aspects
havebeen regarded. The Reference Library for Teachers of English contains
a few of the best books that way enliven the teacher's work and enrich the
results for the stndent. Some suggestions are included under Art that
may lend to the beauty aod colture of schoclroom and home. A few
books on general subjecta are included in anewer to inquiries from many
interesta that make for the welfare of & commanity.

As far as possible excelleat editions at reasonable prices have been list-
ed and no preference has been given to any publisker. It is designed togive
no place to any book with poor binding or fine print that may injure the
eyes.

After thia work wap planned and well advanced, the Board of School
Text-Book Comtnissioners pablished their liata, and the legielature provided
for state libraries. As a result, there o 0 growing interestingood reading,
and the state ig already much eariched in thought, and surely in power.
These facts give a larger hope for uesefulness to this publication. Inadver-
tently, some books listed by the Text-Book Commissioners have been
printed in this list wnder other poblishers and prices. A statement of such
inadvertence will be sent with a copy of the pamphlet to each pablisher,

I wish to express my thaoke and obligations to the publishers for their
wany kinduesses; to School Boards, officers and teachers who have always
been generous in sending information; especially to Miss Ida Bel Roe who
has given devotion to the work from the beginning, and to Miss Bertha
Ellsworth Slater, both of the English Department of the University.

LUELLA CLAY CARSON.

Engene; Oregon, July, 1808,
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