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INTRODUCTION.

Ir was st the beginming of a certain Long Vacation when
my father sent for me and delivered himself of the follow-
ing romarks : * My son, yoor scores ab cricket, your racquets,
your prowess in the hunting-field and in your college
steaple-chases, your numberless invitations and popularity,
to you doubtless appear all that can be degired ; to me, Bir,
they are nothing—nay more—they are even positively
harmful, seeing that by their fascinating brightness men
are blinded to sll sense of their troe interests and aim—
viz., to secure their degree a6 soon a8 poadible with a view
to & start in life.” Upon my replying to my father to the
effact that every allowance was t0 be mads for him—as
baviog left college five-and-twenty years—if, ae in the pre-
eent instance, he manifeated lamentable ignorance of the
whole state of the University at the present day, and that
his mille-and.waber reading man wonld certainly be regarded
with loathing and sbhorrence by sll * our fellows * and all
the best men at Oxford, and consequently, sinking into ob-
sourity, wonld be rmined for life, and npon my making
many other similar sgseriions, my father, with muoch
warmth, commanded me to be silent, and then ssked me if
I expected I waa to live & life of slothful case, becanss I
wag & rich man's son ; with several other gnestions which
were not meant to be answered ; finally becoming so excited
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8é to refer me to his own university carecr, & subject which
he quickly dropped, remembering how often he had told me
stories of his undergraduate daye before 1 was sent to col-
lege. Tha resnlt was that I was ordered to select a tutor
for two months in the Long Vacation and pass my modera-
tione in the following term, or for ever be condemmed to
the backless slippery heights of office stools. The awfal
thonght of * wasting my sweetness ' and withering in snch
a dry and nneongenial soil nerved me for a desperate effort.
Of & restless and excitable disposition T was for some time
after haunted by dreams of men with pens in their ears,
and ledgers with colemns of figures to add, s lofty that
their hasss wers on the earth while their summits were loat
in: the clouds. I never could do mathematics—not that 1
was quick at any work—even my mother allowed this, for
she wrate to my tutor for matricnlation to the effect that
‘our dear Dlonglse hed manifested symptoms of fobure
greatness, when o child, and etill possessed remarkable
ahility, if it conld only be drawn ont; but alas] there was
s want of application, especially in his methemstics.” 1
therefore determined to take wp Logic se a subatitute for
Mathematics, and wrote to inform my tutor that I should
only want help in this subject. He selected a charming
gpot on the north coast of Devon and we met there, He
had one other pupil—a very gmiet youth and, s it seemed
to me, very clever, my fear of whom was heightened con-
siderably when I learnt that he had intended to try for a
class, but, finding his books in a very imperfect state, was
content with passing, thongh determined not to miss that.
The awe with which this piece of information filled me I
never sucoeeded in quite shalking off, though I liked him
very moch afterwords, He alwaye seemed to me a sort of
half-way house between My, Practical and myself—the idea
of any one knowing more than Mr. Practical was an iden



