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PREFACE.

Jonnw Wieran, the author of the following pages, waa
the son of William snd Rachel! Wigham of Hargill
House in Cornwood, in the county of Northumberland ;
and the grandson of Cuthbert Wigham of Burn
House, in the same township.

Bespecting his grandfather there is a ehort ascount
in the second volume of * Pisty Promoted, by John
Field,’ at page 462, from which the following is
extracted :—*Ha wms cduested in the way of the

..,-»,ﬁhumh of England ; and was in hie youth addicted
o to many youthful follies, and mome gross evils. Bat
it pleased God, who is rich in merey toward ainners

< to call him by His grace, and to reveal His Son in
g him ; whereby about the year 1734, he waa convineced
~ of the blessed Truth as it iz In Jemua, and received it.
™ Being thus brought into deep judgment for his trans-
~5 gressions, and sensibly feeling God's wrath poured
= forth, he durst no longer follow his old conrses and

3 wa]m of living, nor durst longer aascciate with his old
” companions ; but joined in Society with the people
called Quakers: and severnl of his neighbours being
about the same time convineed of the Trath, he was
made instrumental in settling a meeting at Cornwood,
in the year 1735. About a year after hie convince-
ment, & dispensation of the gospel was commitied to

a
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him; in which he laboured faithfoily, according teo
the ability given. His ministry was not with the
enticing words of wan's wisdom, but in the power
and demonstration of the Spirit. He often had to
magnify that power, which had redeemed his sounl out
of the horrible pit of everlasting darkness; and having
known (a&-he expressed it} the terrors of the Lord
for evil doing, he 'was enrnestly engaged to warn others
to take heed to their waye, lest they should bring
themsalves nnder sach: terrome s he had feli; bat
from which he now, through infinite mercy, was
released ; and was come to the enjoyment of that peace,
which the world cannot give or take away.' - He died
in 1780, aged about seventy-ssven years.

The amthor's mother, Rachel Wigham, whose
maiden name was Teasdale, was also a minister; and
must, it is presumed, have beon pretty well known in
that character from her extensive gospel labours.
The testimony reepecting her, iseued by Allendals
Monthly Mesting, siates, that about the tweniy-
fourth vear of hor age,she was joined in marringe
with William Wigham of Hargill House in Corn-
wood ; and very scon after ehe came forth in public
testimony in- meetinge, which waa very acceptable to
Friends: and by carofully cerupying with the talent
received, she became an sble minister of the goapel.
Her service in this capacity was very great in the
meeting to which she belonged ; and she was soveral
times drawn forth in gospel love, to visit the mestings
of Friends in divers counties of England and Walea,
and- aleo in Scotland and Ireland: in all which
services, we beliove her labours of love tended 10 the
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edifiostion of Friends snd her own peace. She
finished her ‘vourse at the house of her son-im-law at
Alendale, the 6th of Fourth Month, 1813.

In preparing the sueseeding Memoir for publication,
which the writer nppears to have penned especially
for the benefit of his own descendants and surviving
relatives, it has besn deemed needful to make some
omisaions and abridgements ; and oceasionally for the
sake of greater perspicuity, am alteration or traneposi-
tion of some of the sentences- has been imtroduced ;
but in 5o ease haa there been sty intentional deviation
from the mesming of the Aunthor.

A few explanatory notes, and:some concluding re-
marks have besn added by the Editor; who may be
pertmitted m this. place to expreas regret that the
preparation of the present work fer the press, has not
fallen inte hands mers competent for the task; being
sensible of his own defiviencios, in meny respects, for
the undertaking: but seeing the doty has devolved
upon himself, he has been willing tv do his best, trust-
ing to the candoue sad indulgence of the reader to
excuse and pass over the faults and errors that may
mect his eye.

In presenting to the Society of Friends and the
public in a printed form, wha{ appears to have
been written more partienlarly for private perusal,
some apolopy may appear requisite, The reasons
for adopting this course mey be stated very shortly,
The Editor, and other relatives and friends of the
deceased Author, believing, as they do, that there
is much valuable instruction contained in what is
thus offered, think they should have been doing
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wrong to withhold it; and, moreover, they can hardly
entertain a doubt, but that it will prove acceptable
to many. It is true, that most of the Anthor’s
contemporaries have passed away before him; but
there are still remaining not s few who knew his worth,
and cherish love and respect for his memory: some
survive, if is beliaved, who have been witnesses of his
shundant and devoted goape! labonrs;—others, it may
be, on whose hearts he has left seals of his minietry ;
snd these would doubtless regret being deprived of the
edification they may derive, from even an imperfect
sketch of his religious exercises and experience. The
Editor also entertaing a hope, that the rising youth
in oor religions Society, may reap imstruction and
benefit in the best sense from the example of dedication,
thus gxhibited in the life of a humble, self-denying
follower of car holy Redeemer ;—that iahﬁr may Bes,
to their comfort, that ** Glodlinees is profitable to all
things, having promise of the Jife that now is, and of
that which is to come.”

With these views and impresgions the publiestion
is put forth, and with carnest dgsiros that the perusal
of it may be blessed to the reader;—that it may be
the means of quickening and stirning him up sfresh,
by putting him in remembrance of the things already
known, and encouragipg him to become more deci-
dedly a * follower of them, who through faith and
yatience inherit the promises,”

AW,

Aberdaen,
T'relfth Month, 1841.




A TESTIMONY

From Asgrores Monrery Mxxring, concerning Joux
Wienmam, who departed thaa Life at Aberdeen, the 17th
of Fourth Monih, 1830, and was interred in Friends
Burial-ground, af [Kmmueck, the 20tk of the same.
He war in the D15 year of kis age, and kad been a
Minister about G7 years.

i MARE THE FPEOFECT 'ﬂ.&N, ARD HEHOLIF THE IJ'PI[GHT;
¥OR THE END OF THAT MAN 8 PEACE.”

Tais declaration of the royal Paalmist, we believe (o be
peculiarly applicable to thie oue desr and bonoured friend;:
who was enabled in tho course of = long life, faithfully 1o
labouor for the:promotion of the canse of truth and riphte-
onsnees in the earth. His end was peace.

“What follows, respecting his youth snd early life, ia
chiefly derived-from his own account left in writing. He
was born at Corawood, in the soonty of Northumberland,
in the compsss-of Ailendale Monthly Mecting. His
parents were William and Rachel Wigham, whoae reli-
gious care over him doring his minority be has recorded
in terms of thenkfulness and gratitnde, 8- having been
particularly valuable to him, and especiaily that of hia
mother, who, he says, ‘ was deeply concerned that her
children might be carefally edncated in the way of Truth,

ad



