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PREFACE.

Tue Aunthor of the following pages hag, in a former
work, cxpressed his convietion that the more expe-
rienced and wmeecsstul an Angler becomes, the more
likely he is to discover arcana which he has comstant
opportunity of twming to account, Few first-rate
fishers care to proclaim their scerets ; and although,
when under able gnidance, 8 young enthusiast of the
vod may have tolerable sport, he yet vemains quite
iunocent of the means which procured it.  He finds
this out, vexatiously enongh, the first time he trusts
to his own resources, especially if change in weather
or water shonld require a difference of tactics which

his former guide wounld at once have foresean. The
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vi PREFACE.

same may be said of shooting, though in a far more
melified sense

Any hints for the Rod or Gun in this book have
been gathered of late years, and never before pub-
lisheel  Sporting works are often charged with
throwing the long line, und drawing the limg bow ;
but any such tendency must destroy both the
pleasure and profit of reading them.  So far as Le is
aware, no charge of the kind bas ever been hronght
acainst the awthor of this treatize ; and although he
might easily have made it more inferesting and
exeiting by indulging his faney, he takes this oppor-
trmity of solemnly pledging his word, that neither in
this, nor any of his former writings, has he exagoer-
ated one sporting feat, or overcoloured one eccentric
tradl of hwman nalure, The [ormer are exactly ns
they happened —the latter as true to life as the
Author had power to paint them. The concluding
Kasny was originally given to the public in form
of a Lecture,
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