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ARAKI THE DAIMIO.

Sntroduction,

It was about the middle of the sixteenth cenfury
—an ora franght with events of weighty interest to
the Christian world in general, but more especially
to Christian England, that favourcd country having
after a hard struggle succeeded in enapping the last
remaining link that bound her to the Papal chair.
How the occupant of that chair mmust have sighed,
sighed heavily, when forced to resign so fair o posses-
gion! and how his pontifical heart must have warmed

with rapture when, having lost his rich herifage in
yo B



2 Araki the Daimis,

the West, good news were brought him by Portu-
guese vessels heavily laden with the produce of the
balmy East! There the Romish star was in its ascen-
dont, for the “ Land of the Rising Bun,” having
sheltered a band of shipwrecked mariners, was by
them now won over to give admittance to the religion
of which they were mombers. Dy-and-bye the news
spread abroad, other Furopean vessels found their
way into the ports of Japan, laden not only with
European merchandise, but with men zcalous for the
faith they professed, which, though a tainted form
of Christianity, wae still the religion of Christ, bear-
ing before it the emblem of His cross. What a
grand field of labour had these carly Christian
fathers! Then no system of exclusion existed to
thwart their missionary cfforts, they wore free to
travel through the length and breadth of the land,
even a3z the Japancse themselves were then free to
visit other countries, and mingle wilh foreign nations.

Truly, even the most prejudiced will allow that
some of those ancient Padres were good men and
true, men zealous for the glory of God, and willing
to spend and be spent im His serviee ; and of such wus

the successor of Francis Xavier, who himself founded



