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THE publistices ‘6f"Miss Dwenson’s
Patriotic Sketches would remark, that
the price of the English copy of this work
18 four dollars. They flatier themsélves,
it will be 8 source of pleasure to local
readers to-learn, thai the type was cast
expressly for this volume st the Balis-
more Foundery, owned by Samuel Sow-
er & Co.-—the paper manufactured by
Conrad, Luces & Co.—and the relative
excellence of each has not often been
surpassed by any publications whichhave
been issued from the American press.

Miss Owenson has been long celebra.-
ted, as an eminent proof of the vast ex-
tent of the powers of the imagination ;
and ber ardent attachment to the ©“ Eme-
rald Isle,” elicita patriotic fire in every
page of her writings, when the ** green
fields of Erin” are the subject. They



ADVERTISEMENT.

who have read and admired the Wild I-
rish Giely will: "TECRgnise th he Patriotic
Eketcbn::ﬂﬁ.un‘m pei, miffmated by a si-
milar spirit;-4nd {bos bist effusion of her
mind will be perd'ﬂed ‘with the strongest
emotions of uywpqth?m& philanthropy,
by all thos Whe Weep over the degrada-
fion, or rejorce in the melioration of the
condition of man.

Baltimore, June 24, 1809.



PREFACE.

IN that happy age when fhe first gloss
of natore is fresh on every sense, when
infant attention hanrg s eagerly on the tale
of fanciful tradition, when the heart trem-
bles to the pathetic, and the imagination
revels in the marvellous ; it was my des-
tiny to have the first warmed into feeling
—the other, firet kindled into ardour, by
the pensive legend of national woe, or the
romantic tale of nationa) keroism.

"Ta have eaught from the paternal lip,
the transmitted * song of other times,”
breathed in the native strains of my na-
tive country, and emulons of the lay
which engrafted on the simple sensations
of childhood the glowing sensibilities of
maturer life, ear'[jr’tﬂ have learnt to lisp
its echo, and to awaken the ficst tones of
my infant lyre to the inspirations of na-
tional enthusiasm.



vILI- PREFACE.

In amore advanced period of existence,
1 became the resident of those scenes sa-
cred to the airy images of my childhood's
wonder ; from whence tradition still sends
forth her tale of interest ; and where to
the heated fancy, the genius of Jreland
scems to droop over her silenced harp,
and at intervals to enatch from i1ts tremu-
fous chords, a strain, wloch like the mo-
gic of her own bards is “ sweet, though
_maournfol to the soul”

Here revelling in the ever ready cead
mile faltra of milisian cordiality, the fre-
quent visitant of the peasant’s hut, the
sometimes guest of the chieftain’s mansi-
on, my heart in its general intercourse,
thus touched on the two extremes of Irish
wretchedness and Irish comfort. While
in the genuine aspeet of the national cha-
racter, whether viewedinthe rough-hewn
traits of immodified illiteracy, or the po-
lished features of educated refinement, my
mind still found a sanction for that na-
tional partiality, which if not an intuitive
principle, at least, formed the first of its
imbibed ideas.



PREFACE. X,

Ttwas requisite therefore I should leave
my native country to learn the turpi-
tude, degradation, ferocity and inconse-
quence of her offspring ; the miseries of
her present, and the falsity of the record-
ed splendours of her ancient state.
This angracions information [ acquired
during a short tetur through a sisterisle ;
and it was in the coorae of one of the ma-
ny converations which oceurred on the
subject of my always termed, ¢ unhappy {
country,” that a hint caseally suggested,
formed the origin of a little work, which
hae since appeared under the title of the
¢ Wild Irish Georl™

Yet I came to the self-devoted task,
with a diflidence proportioned to the ar.
dour which instigated me to the attempt;
for as a woman, 8 young woman, and an
Irish womon; I felt all the delicaey of un-
dertaking a work which had for the pro-
fessed theme of its discussion, circum-
stances of national import, and national
interest.

But though I meantnot toappear on the
list of oppocition ns a fairy amazon, arm-



