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: %i[‘:ﬁflr nucleus of the following pages was
LT originally written in the form of two
fj‘?ﬁ short papers to be read at the meet-

ings of a Pubiic School Natural His-
tory Society, Since then, finding materials rapidly
growing on our hands, we have been gradually
amplifying our notes on the subject until they have
grown to the present dimensions; for, to quote the
quaint words of Thomas Fuller, “ when there is
no recreation or business for thee abroad, thou
may'st then have a company of honest old fellows
in leathern jackets in thy study, which may find
thee excellent divertizemuent at home.”  Our re-
searches in pursuit of the marvellous, through the
works of divers and sundry old writers, have been
so far entertaining and interesting to us that we
would fain hope that they may not be altogether
received without favour by others.



vi PREFACE.

Our subject naturally divides itsell into two very
obvious sections—the one dealing with wholly
untrue and impossible creatures of the fancy,
the other with the strange beliefs and fancies that
have clustered round the real creatures we see
around us. It will readily be discovered that we
have confined ourselves in the present volume
almost entirely to the first of these scctions.
Should our present labours prove acceptable they
may readily be followed by a companion volume,
at least as entertaining, cdealing with the seccond
section of our subject.
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