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“When [ am gone and my
WAFLINEE aft no longer heeded.
the crafc pnd avarles of the
white mao will prevail, My
heart fnlle me when I think of
my people, S5 s0on 0o be scar
tered and forponen,"--

—Red Jacket,



[==THE NEW VORE™
PUBLIC LIBRARY

708502

ANTER, LENDX AND
THLOEN FOUNDATIGNS
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4. L. BEKEDICT, M. I,

Superintendent of Elfnolopy nnd Archaoiogy,
Paa: Ameerinan Fopnsition,
Whose work in bahalf of stady of aboriginal life entitles
him to the grasitiudo of thowe interesied in preserving the
records of the red man, and especially the [fncts of his his
tory upon tha Niagara Frontier,
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THE [ROQUOIS OF THE PAST

BEING B GLIMPSE OF A 2ENECH VILLAGE TWO
CENTURIES RMD ONE QUARTER RGO,

H T IS the vesr of the Christinn ers
=N 1678. The notes I am about to

record may never pass under any

homasn eye but mine own, for
w we are about to undertake a
journey full of huzard and mor-
tal peril, into the country of the
. ., fierce bat noble Iroquois. If
perchance thaj' permit ua to retorm with oor lives,
we will give thanka to the Holy Virgin; and for
my part I will be zatisfied with adventure in these
western wilds, and ready to return to ourv sunny
land of France, wheuce [ sometimes fancy I never
ghonld have strayed.

Be it known fo any who may read the lines T
am about to pen, that the bold sud, I ofttimes
think foolish band of which I am s member iz
bearing compuny to the adventurous Robert Cav-

elier, Sienr de la Sulle, whose thenghts fly contin-
»
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wally across the wild and lonely world that etretches
toward the sonset, The great Oolumbus, almost
two centuries now agons, hoped by aailing from
Spain out intu the sunset ses to come bo the shores
of Indo, with their golden zands, and the Sienr de
la Salle believes that by journeying westward be-
yond the awful cataract of Ne-ah-ga-ra, even to the
far-off river flowing southward, of which the In-
diang tell soch strange tales, he may coma to &
paseage leading to the South Bea and te China
and the diatant shores of India, which Columbns
himaelf sought. Thue will the trade, the power
and the prestige of Naw Trance be increased, snd
ingidentally the fame of the Siear de la Salle will
be handed down to future gensrations.

We have now come to the border of the region
known to white men, and are about to pges on into
s realm which bot few civilized men have entored,
and fewer still of these hare come out again alive.
A ship must bo built to cross the preat frosh water
sea lying to tha west of Na-ah-ga-ra, and the consent
of the powerful confedersey of the Iroqueis must
be sought if the great white canoe ia to pass un-
moleated by red men. The capital of this con-
federacy is the central council fire of the Ononda-
gas. The Onondagas ars the fire kespers of the
leagne, which contains hesides themselves the
Mohawks, Cayugas, Onbeidas and Semecas. The
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Mohawks guard the eastern door of the * Long
Houge," and the Senecas the western, for by this
figure the Iroguois Indian deseribes the league
by which the five nations are knitted together
and enabled to maintain their prowess over sur-
ronnding tribes. Their ¢ Long House " extends
from the majestic Huodson to the blue waters of
the laks named for the Hrio nation, and from the
Catskill range to the bread St. Lawrence, up which
have come the Sieur de la Balle and his fellow
voyageura on their perilons jowrney westward to
unknown and perchance hostile regions. The vaat
territory between, the Ho-dé-no-sau-ne, or People
of the * Long Housa ™ the Csbin-builders, hold as
their hunting prounds, and here and there in the
midet of the forest, through which run their nar-
row but well trodden trails, one comes serosz the
stocknded villapes, within which are their bark
houses, comstructed after a fashion peculiar to
these strange and interesting poople,

The brave Siear de la Batle, sz 1 have said, he-
lisvea it necossary to digarm the suspicions of these
far-famad Iroqueie before going further on his
bold but important project of building a ship to
traverse the lake named after the Eries. The
Henecas, who are the westernmost of the Five

Nations, have become alarmed, it ia rumored, by .=

the preparationa of the French to build a fort at the %
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mouth of the great river, Ne-ah-ga-ra, and a vessel
shove the Falls, For this tesson it is desmed ex-
pedisnt to dispatch a number of the company, in-
cluding the eloquent and learned priest, Father
Hennepin, to negotiate with these Senecas, at
their capital, east of the river Qenseee, that they
may oppose no obstacle to the building and lanuch-
ing of the ship, which her master has determined
to style the (riffon. It is midwinter, sod o cheer-
less journey, indeed, it iz likeoly to prove, bub nev-
ortheless it will afford ue an oppertunity to see
and observe these vemarkable peopls, who it is
said by some deserve the title of Romans of the
Western World,

The hardships of the expeditien through the
wintry and unbroken forest were keen, but with
blaokets, warm clothing and moccasine for protec-
tion, the dangers of the journey were braved, and
the last day of December fonnd the party at the
great village of the Benecas which is called Ta-ga-
ron-di-es, as neat sd the European characters can
apell the strange sounds of the Beneca tongue.
On arrival at the village, which was surrounded
by & stockade, and oalside of which they say in
the summer time are fields of corn and beans and
squashes and tobaces, wa were received with muech
ponsideration, and conducted to the bark house or



