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Dearly belived in the Lord Jesus, and lmged-for in the
bowelz of Christ —wokhom T love in the focth, and to whom
the fove of Christ heth eonstrained me to become a debfor
— grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplicd @mong you,
through vur Lord and Seviewr Jesus Christ,

I coose 1o dedicate this little treatize to you, LI-EGEIII-EIE,
sometimes, those providences which appear rather out of
the common lipe, are bard nots 1w the mouth of a weak be-
liever; but some of you have konown me from the beginning,
and have heen eye-witnesses of most of the facts which 1
am going to relate.  And if you will allow me to make an
honest confession, my conscience has often lushed me for
not keeping a diary, or rather minuting down the many
conspicuous providences of God, which have appeared to
me in times of trouble; bue like ongratefil Isrgel, 1 went
the only way to forget his works, and {o be nnmindful of
the rock of my salvation; and now I have nothing to trust
to on this eccasion but my own ireacherous memory, u- |

!
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less the Lord be pleased to send the Comforter to me; and
whatsoever God bath said onto me in a way of providenee,

I am sare ** the carth s the Lord's and the fuloess thereof,
the world and all that is therein; oll the cattle of the forast
are his, and zo are the loeks of a thonsand nils — yes, the
corn, aml the wine, the oil, the wool, and the flax;” yes,
and even the wicked deselver, s well as the deceived, are
thee Lord’s; and it is he that maketh one man poor and
another rich; that bringeth down and lLifieth up ;™ and no
man ean #dd to the fized stature of God, whether the statore
be in grace or in providence. '

* The battle,” suith the wise man, *“is not to the strong,
- mor the race to the swift, nor bread 1o men of <kill ;" the
weak are oficn seen to win the beld, wnd the eripple to win
the: heavenly race; and even fools to acenmulate the great-
est fortunes. There iz no adding w enbit to this stature,
even in the Jenst eireometines — then why take we thought
for the rest?

T belicve God wever metended mw: 10 be a I;uri_:u-:'.hr:r {o the
rich, becamse he has ever kept me dependent on his provi-
dence. Had I been rich, I might have lheen tempted to
trust 1o uneertyin riehes ; aod 1 know well that * where the
treasure is, there will the heart be also  Ti st be a hard
task to preach aganst covetousness while the beart 18 trad-
ur at the stoeks. T fear this is the case with some who are
called ministers ; but sin always brings itg own punishment
with it — such can have o communien with God, nor
peace of conscience; for it is sin that separateth between
God and the soul; and the Jove of money is the root of all
evil. Nor have I any reason to believe that God ever in-
tended mwe for a preacher to please pharizees, becanse he
hath for many vears siven me an humbling sight, and a deep
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sense of my own wretched depravity; so that 1 dare not
place any confidence i the flesh, nor even in the froits of
faith; knowing that a man can merit nothing, allowing that
he were able to keep the law periectly —* When ye have
done all these things, say, We are unprofitable servamts; we
have done no more than was our daty to do.””  But I come
nfinitely short of doing all, therefore can never boust of
doing a part. By nature we are all fond of a specious form
of religion ; and God permitted me o use & dry form for
many years; but he never regarded any of those prayers
put up by me, nor remeved the guile of iny 2in, in answer
to them; therelore, to uze an English proverh, *1 shall
never speak well of that bridge, becanse it never bore me
safe over the stream.”

I know that God tells wa to turn away from those who
“have a form of godlinesa,” but deny the power thereof,
And dry forms of devotion, used by people whe deny the
grace and spirit of God, is no better than 4 stage for ants-
christ, a varnish for sepulchres, Matt. xxiii. 27 ; an apparel
fior harlots, Tea, iv. 1; a winding-sheet for pharisees, Tsa
xxx. 1; a bribe of dead works put into the hands of an
lronest conscience, Heb. iz 14; a trading stock for blind
goides, Isa. lvi. 11; a dizh of hsks to stifle convictions,
Luke xv. 16; a mongrel service offered to God and Mam-
mon, Mat, vi, 24; the mimicry of Lypu:-rit.es, Mat xv. B;
a starting hole to shon the eross, Tsa. xlil. 22; and infideli-
ty's last refuge,

God permitted me for many years to try what a form of
devotion would do for me; but, like the poor woman in the
gospel, T got worse instead of better ; therefore was obliged
to lay it by, and let the wordz of my mouth be the medita-
tions of my heart. In this way the Holy Ghost helped my
infirmities ; therefore I muat'presch up spiritual prayer;
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and, as Christ answercd the spirit's call, I must preach
Jesws s Bhe clernnl Grod Pt beers ared amswers prayer,
This i a part of the minstry which I have received of the
Lord; and 1 hope, through grace, to take heed o it, and
fulfil it

I believe God intended that T should preach faith; be-
canze he has kept me dependent by faith on himself both
for spiritual aod temporal sapplies,  And [ am persuaded
that he intended me for a minister to the fraorant and o
the ponr.  To the 1pnorant, becanse he sent me to preach,
and gave me many seals to my ministry, before I could read
a chapter in the Bible with prapnety —to the poor, be-
cause he sent moe without a peony in my pocket; therefore,
as a mimister of the poor, I hope to magnify mine office,

The vamty of worldly wisdormn —the excellency of divine
knowledge — the uncertainty of worldly riches— the pro-
clonzness of faith's wealth—1he Messed relimon of Jesus,
and the insafficicney of homan inventions — all these scem
to be some of the thinga belonging 1o the pospel which is
copmitted to my trusk. Awd T know that it becomes a
steward to be found faithful, and not 1o waste his master’s
goods,

What farther convinces me of my being appointed by
God for a preacher ta the poor s this — that the many scals
of my ministry consisé chiefly of the poor, both in town and
country ; so that T can adopt with propriety the language of
the apostle, and say, * You see your ealling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, are ezlled: bot God hath chozen the focl-
igh things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things
that are mighty ; and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God'chosen ; yea, and things which
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are not, w0 bring to nought things tlnt .I.]‘E, that no flesh
should -'rlﬂrv in his prescice. * 1 Cor. v, 27, 28,

Althongh my ministry 13 chiefly smong th.e poor, yet it 1=
a copy the Saviour hos set, and it s very much like s
own ; for no man can prove Jesus a rich man after the
flesh, mor a scholar after the [lesh, nor a doctor after the
flesh, nor a ||i5||f_|p after the fesh,  And as for the followers
of his personal ministry, they were poor; for “unto the
poor the pospel was preached ;7 aml those who received
the glad tdings were befies in homan knowledge —* 1
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thon
hast hid these llliTLg.s. ftom the wise and '['JI'uI:ll'_‘.t‘lT.r and hast
revealed them unto babes; even zo, Father, for so it s0etn-
eth good in thy sight”  Let us then tuke all the encourage-
ment which God has given us (o be contented in our re-
spective stations, even though it he i servitude ; for Jesus
was among men as one that serveth,  As Chrst himself
then is entirely on our side of the question, let us evermore
rejoice in this glorious pattern.

One reasoq for my wriding this treatise is, beeanse we are
often tempted to believe that Gaod takes no notice of our
temporal concerns.  As the thoughts of the salvation of our
sonls lie near our hearts, and as that is of 1the greatest m-
portance, we think {rod will not forget that; but as for our
private concerns in life, we suppose that they are beneath
his notice and inspection. This latter 1= o temptation from
the ﬂﬂﬂl and such I hope 1 shall make it appear in the
following treatise,

Another reason why I have written this book is, that the
word of God abounds with many similar circumstances of
the divine providence of God; such as, changing the color
of Jacob's flocks and herds—the Lord making Abraham
rich in cattle — feeding the prophet by a raven — multiply-
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ing the widow's o1l and meal—sending the apostles out
without purze or senip—feeding Isracl in the wilderness®
with mannz — and cutting off that vich glutton Nabal,
order to relieve poor hungry David,  All these are striking
instanees of God's lender regard for the poor of his flock.

r" I shall only trest of whit hath oceurred in the course of

%

my vwn experience, of which things many of you are liv-
ing witnesses. Amd may (vod bless the work for the en-

I conragement of his children’s faith, patience, and wateh-

fulness, To this ond T %]:mll descend 1o the most r:'!}nuln
circumstances, in i:m]er to show he narrow inspection of
God inte the affairs of those whe put their trust in him,

L am aware of the n_l_trn:u:"h that will he cast LIphO such
a work, as also upon the author ; but this doth m no wise
concern me. | only wish that I were as free [rom every
zin 25 I am from the carnal fewr of man; T believe 1 should
then shortly preach up sindess perfection.  If we preachers
get proud, 11.'1:|.r|,11|:|.', and Tifeless, we Erf,'n-r;rﬂ]]_l,' fall nto dis-
esteem with the most lively christians : and, if the presence
of God doth pot keep np our reputation among these right-
eons onez, we cenerally begin to undermine the reputation
of thoze who eleave closer 1o God than oorzelvez: and on-
deavor to establish a character upon the ruinz of other
men's reputation ; and, while we are carrying on this bosi-
ness, God sets others to undermine curs, ™ As ye mete, 30
shall it be mensured to you again.”  This is God's balance,
And the wise man’s appeal to consclence 13, ** Also take no
heed unto all words that are Hi'l-{':l]-ﬂ_':n, leat thou hear Hl_].r ger-
vant eurse thee ; for oftentimes also thine own heart know-
eth that thou thysell likewise hast cursed others” Eecles.
vii, 2L

The first litde treatise which I wrote was condemned by
many, who at the same time never underztood it; but Ged



