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CHAPTER I

GUARD DUTY

-

« A Guard duty is one of the soldier’s most important duties, and in
all armies of the world the manner in which it is performed is an index
to the discipline of the command and the manner in which other duties
are performed.

Upon the guard's vigilance and readiness for action depend not only
the enforcement of military law and orders, but also the safety and pro-
tection of the post and the quelling of sudden disorder, perhaps even
mutiny. '

The importance of guard duty is increased during times of war, when
the very safety of the army depends upon the vigilance of the sentinels,
who are required to watch that others may sleep and thus refresh them-
selves from the labors of the day, The sentinels are the guardians of
the repose, quiet and safety of the camp.

Respect for Sentinels.

B Respect for the person and office of a sentinel is as strictly enjoined
by military law as that required to be paid to an officer. As it is expressed
in the Manuval of Guard Duty, “All persons of whatever rank in the service
are required to observe respect toward sentinels”. Invesied as the private
soldier frequently is, while on his post, with a grave responsibility, it
is proper that he should be fully protected in the discharge of his duty.
To permit anyone, of whatever rank, to molest or interfere with him
while thus employed, without becoming lable to severs penalty, would
clearly establish a precedent highly prejudicial to the interests of the
service, (Davis’ Military Law), g

Dty of sentinels.
C A zentinel, in respect to the duties with which he is charged, repre-
sents the superior military authority of the command to which he belongs,
and whose orders he is required to enforce on or in the vicinity of his
post. As such he is entitled to the respect and ocbedience of all persons
who come within the scope of operation of the orders which he is required
to carry into effect. Ower military persons the zuthority of the sentinel is
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absolute, and disobedience of his orders on the part of such persons consti:
tutes a most serious military offence and is prejudicial in the highest
degree to the interests of discipline. (Daws’ Military Low).

Privates of the Guard.

Is o member of the guard allowed to remove his accombrements or
clothing, or to leave the tmmediate wvicinity of the gowrd howse withoul
permission?

He is not,

From whom should he get the necessary permission?

From the commander of the guard.

Dureng his four of guard duty to whose orders i5 o soldier subject?.

To the orders of the commanding officer, the officer of the day, the
officers and noncommissioned officers of the guard only.

If o semtinel showld receive om order from om officer who is not
authoriged to give him orders, what should he do?

He should at once call for the eorporal of the guard and report the
fact to him. If directed by the corporal to obey the order, the sentinel
will do so; otherwise he will not.

Does a member of the guard salule when not engaged in the perform-
ance of o specific duly?

Yes, if the proper execution of a duty does not prevent it, he will
salute all officers that pass.

HWhenever the guard or relief ir dismissed, what does each man do
with his rifle?

He will place hiz rifle in the armracks and not remove it therefrom
uniess he requires it in the performance of some duty,

After a privale has been assigned lo a rvelief and a post what must
ke take care lo dof

Teo remember the number of his relief and the number of his post
dnd under no circumstances to change from one relief or post to another
relief or post.

W hen the guard is formed, what does a member of the guard dof

He will fall in promptly, in his proper place, with his rifle.

When the roll is called, what does he dof?

As his name or his number and relief are called, he answers
“Here", and comes to order arms,

What does a member of the guard do when his relief is formed?

At the command “1. {SBuch) relief, 2. Fall in", he falls in at once,



GUARD DUTY. 3

in his proper place according to his number, 2, 4, 6, and so0 on in the
front rank, and 1, 3, 5, and so on in the rear rank, or in the order of
their respective posts from right to left, according as the relief is in
double or single rank. At the command, “Call off", commencing on
the right the men call off alternately rear and front rank, “one”, “two”,
“three”, ete; if in single rank they call off from right to left.

May o soldier hire another to do his duty for him?

Mo, sir; under no circumstances.

Should o soldier be found drunk while on guard duly, what punish-
ment will he sufferf

This is considered a very serious offence and the offender will
suffer such punishment as & courtmartial may direct.

ORDERS FOR SENTINELS ON POST

A  Orders for sentinels on post are divided into two classes general
orders and special orders.

Special orders define the duties to be performed by a sentinel on a
particular post, and are prescribed by the commanding officer. The
number and limits of his post invariable constitute part of the special
orders of every sentinel on post.

General orders are those that apply to all posts in the Army and
they are prescribed by the War Department.

Sentinels are required to memorize the following:

My general duties are:

To take charge of this post and all Government property in view;

Teo walk my post in a military manner, keeping constantly on the
alert, observing everything that takes place within sight or hearing;

To report every breach of orders or regulations that I am in-
structed to enforce;

To repeat all calls from posts more distant from the guardhouse
than my own;

To quit my post only when properly relieved;

To receive, transmit, and obey all orders from-and allow myselt
to be relieved by the commanding officer, officer of the day, an officer
or noncommissioned officer of the guard only; .

To hold conversation with no cne except in the proper discharge
of my duty;

In case of fire or disorder to give the alarm;

To allow no one to commit nuisance in the vicinity of my post;
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In any case not covered by instructions, to call the corporal of
the guard;

To salute all officers and colors or standards not cased;

At night to exercise the greatest vigilance. Between retreat
{or ——c'clock, naming the hour designated by the commanding
officer) and broad daylight, {or —— o'clock, naming the hour desig-
nated by the commanding officer), challenge all persons seen on or
near my post, and allow no person to pass without proper authority.

In addition to the foregoing, sentinels posted at the guardhouse
or guard tent will be required to memorize the following:

For the orders of a sentinel on outpost duty, see 254 A.

Between reveille and reireat, to turn out the guard for all
peraons entitled to the compliment, for all colors or standards not
cased, and for all armed parties approaching my post, except troops
at drill and reliefs or detachments of the guard.

At night, after challenging any perscn or party, to advance no
one but call the corporal of the guard, repeating the answer to the
challenge. '

A [What is meant by taking charge of a post and all Government
praperty in view?

A sentinel on post represents the Government, and he is placed there
to look after itz interest. A sentinel’s post is not merely the line onm
which he walks, but extends to the next posts on either end. Not only
is the zentinel required to look after all property on his post, but he is also
required to see that all Government property in the immediate neighbor-
hood suffers no injury of any kind.

Explain the meoaning of, and the reasons for, the secomd general
order,

“To walk my post in a military manner”, means to maintain the
bearing and appearance of a soldier, keeping the uniform orderly and
clean and avoiding careless or slouchy movements. The reason for this
is that a sentinel on post usuwally oceupies a position where he is generally
seen by the officeps and soldiers of his own organization as well as by
those of others and by civilians, and under such conditions, a sentine’
walking his post in & careless and slouchy manner would be an unmilitary
performance that would naturally create a most unfavorable impression,
even, in some cases, to the extent of bringing scorn and discredit upon
the entire command.

“On the alert” means on the lookout or watch against attack or
danger; ready to act, and “Keeping constantly on the alert, observing
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everything that takes place within sight or hearing” means that the
sentinel shall keep his mind all the time upon his duty and not fall into
any day-dreams. In this manner he may often observe things that would
otherwise pass onnoticed, and though they may seem to him to have no
bearing upon his duty, yet from the answers of an alert sentinel an officer
may sometimes obtain valuable information.

W hat is meant by “Breach of orders or regulations"?

A "Breach of orders or regulations” means the breaking or viclating
of orders or regulations.

What is meani by "Quitting post” and by “Properly relieved”?

“Quitting post” means to leave, to go away from a post.

“Properly relieved” means to be relieved by someone who has the
authority to relieve a sentinel, that is to say, the commanding officer, the
officer of the day, an officer or noncommissioned officer of the guard, only.

What is the punishment for o sentinel leaving his post before being
properly relievedf

This is considered a very serious offence and may be punished by
death or such other punishment as a court-martial may direct.

What does "Transmit orders” seanf

It means to turn over orders to the next sentinel.

Explain wha! is megnt by "Disordec™?

A disorder is a disturbance, or breach of public order of any kind,
such as loud and boisterous conduct on the part of a drunken man, or two
or more men fighting or otherwise mishehaving themselves, etc,

What s meant by “Nuisance™ ond by “Vicinity™?

“Nuisance” means anything that is disagreeable or offensive or
that annoys or worries, such as urinating, ete.

“Vicinity” means near or close to.

What are “Colors” ond "Standards” ond when are they "Cased"?

Colore are the national flag and the regimental flag carried by
the Infantry and other foot troops

Standards are the nationzl flag and the regimental flag carried
by the Cavalry and Field Artillery; they are smaller than those carried
by the Infantry.

Colors and Standards are “Cased” when they are rolled and
covered with a water-proof case,

Explain the meaning of “To exercisa the greatest vigilance™

It means to use the greatest watchfulness, to be on the keenest
lockout. :

Upon reaching the end df -his past 45 a sentinel required to hall and



