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INTRODUCTION

By Joun Repmonp, M.P.

THE RESPONSE OF THE IRISH RACE

THIS war is a war of liberation, and its battlecry is
the rights and liberties of humanity. From the very
beginning of the conflict my colleagues of the Irish
Party, and I myself, have availed of every opportunity
in Parliament, on the platform, and in the Press, to
present this view of it to the Irish race at home and
abroad; and despite the tragic mistakes made in
regard to Ireland by the successive Governments
which have held office since war broke out, we are
still unshaken in our opinion that Ireland's highest
interests lie in the speedy and overwhelming victory
of England and the Allies.

The response of the Irish race the world over to
our appeal to rise in defence of civilisation and free-
dom has been really wonderful. The example was
set by Ireland herself.

At the outbreak of the war I asked the Irish people,
and especially the young men of Ireland, to mark the
profound change which has been brought about in the
relations of Ireland to the Empire by wholeheartedly
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supporting the Allies in the field. [ pointed out that
at long last, after centuries of misunderstanding, the
democracy of Great Britain had finally and irrevocably
decided to trust Ireland with self-government; and I
called upon Ireland to prove that this concession of
liberty would have the same effect in our country as
it has had in every other portion of the Empire, and
that henceforth Ireland would be a strength instead
of a weakness. I further pointed out that the war was
provoked by the intolerable military despotism of
Germany, that it was a war in defence of small nation-
alities, and that Ireland would be false to her own
history and traditions, as well as to honour, good
faith and self-interest, if she did not respond to my
appeal.

The answer to that appeal is one of the most
astonishing facts in history. At the moment, fraught
with the most terrible consequences to the whole
Empire, this Kingdom found for the first time in the
history of the relations between (Great Britain and
Ireland that the Irish Nationalist members, repre-
senting the overwhelming mass of the people of
Ireland, were enabled to declare themselves upon the
side of England. They did that with their eyes
open. They knew the difficulties in the way. They
knew—none so well—the distrust and suspicion of
British good faith which had been, in the past, uni-
versal almost in Ireland. They recognised that the
boon of self-government had not been finally granted
to their country. They knew the traditional hostility
which existed in many parts of Ireland to recruiting
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for the British Army. Facing all these things, and all
the risks that they entailed, they told Ireland and her
sons abroad that it was their duty to rally to the sup-
port of the Allies in a war which was in defence of the
principles of freedom and civilisation. We succeeded
far better than we had anticipated, or hoped at the
commencement. This is a notorious fact. There is
genuine enthusiasm in Ireland on the side of the
Allies. Addressing great popular gatherings in every
province in Ireland in support of the Allies, I called
for a distinctively Irish army, composed of Irishmen,
led by Irishmen and trained at home in Ireland. With
profound gratitude 1 acknowledge the magnificent
response the country has made. For the first time in
the history of the Wars of England there is a huge
Irish army in the field. The achievements of that
Irish army have covered Ireland with glory before the
world, and have thrilled our hearts with pride. North
and South bave vied with each other in springing to
arms, and, please God, the sacrifices they have made
side by side on the field of battle will form the surest
bond of a united Irish nation in the future.

From Ireland, according to the latest official figures,
173,772 Irishmen are serving in the Navy and Army,
representing all classes and creeds amongst our people.
Careful inquiries made through the churches in the
north of England and Scotland and from other
sources, show that, in addition, at least 150,000 sons
of the Irish race, most of them born in Ireland, have
joined the Colours in Great Britain. It isa pathetic cir-
cumstance that these Irishmen in non-Irish regiments
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are almost forgotten, except when their names
appear in the casualty lists. Some of the Irish papers
have, for a considerable time past, been publishing
‘special lists of killed and wounded under the heading,
“Irish Casualties in British Regiments.” One of
these daily lists, taken quite haphazard, and published

on November 1, 1916, contains 225 names, all dis
tinctively Irish—Q'Briens, O'Hanlons, Donowvans, '
etc. These men were scattered amongst the following |

non-Irish regiments—

Grenadier Guards.
Coldstream Guards.
Scots Guards.
Welsh Guards.
Raoyal Field Artillery,
Royzl Engineers.
Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The Black Watch.
Northumberland Fusiliers.
Yorkshire Regiment.
East Yorks Regiment.
Dorsetshire Regiment,
™ Cheshire Regiment.
York and Lancaster Regiment.
Lancashire Fusiliers.
King’'s Royal Rifles.
London Regiment.
Manchester Regiment.
King's Liverpool Regiment.
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.
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Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
Highland Light Infantry.
Leicestershire Regiment.
Worcestershire Regiment.
Sherwood Foresters.

King’s Own Yorks Light Infantry.
Border Regiment.

Durham Light Infantry.

Notts. & Derby Regiment.
Machine Gun Corps.

Army Service Corps.

Army Cyclist Corps.

As showing the extent to which Scottish regiments

. at the Front are made up of Irishmen, one newspaper

quotes four hundred names from the casualty lists

. 1ssued on four successive days one week. All the

]

names are Irish, all the addresses are Scotch, and in
only ahout twenty cases were the men enrolled in Irish
regiments, all the others being aftached to Scottish
regiments. These sad records show the many thou-
sands of Irishmen serving in non-Irish regiments
who are never taken into account to the credit of
Ireland, in estimating the part she is playing in this
war, until they come to light in the casualty lists.

In addition to these voluntary contributions of
Ireland and her sons in Great Britain to the British
Army, I am informed on the highest authority that
from twenty to twenty-five per cent. of all the troops

. from the oversea Dominions are men of Irish blood.

(General Botha sent me this cablegram from South
I B



