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INTRODUCTION

DEeax CuvnoE's essay on Dante was writien in
1849, when tha auther was fresh from s recent tour
in Italy and Greece, and firet appeared, in January
1850, in the pages of The Christian Eemembrancer,
a short-lived quarterly review condueted with great
ability and brillianey, to which some eminent men
conmected with the famous Oxford Movernent eon.
tributed. Its author wag then not lnewn bayvoend
Oxfard, whers he was in the eventlul times in the
thirties and forties of the last sentury, when that
University made such & deep and permanent effect
on the religious and’ spiritual life of England, and
where he came Into intimate contest with men who
have left their impress so Indelibly on their times—
Pusey, Keble, Hurrell-Froude, and especially with
Newman, whose disciple he was, and wheas subse-
quent secession to Rome he felt as deeply ae a
pareonal logs, The influenee of Newmean was 5
and leasting, and Church never censed his regard for
him till death took hoth of them away, within a {ew
months of esch ofher, in 1820, TIn his last bock, pub-
lished soon after his death, on tha Oxford Movement,
ha hag left a valuable record behind of his eonnee-
tion with those preat mon, nnd especially with New-
man, of whom 1t containg n brilliant sketch, written
m his best atyla,

The essny was reprinted, with some other of his
early contributions te the press, by some of his
Oxford ifriends in 1854, when he hed left that Univer-
sity, where he waa for fourteen years, from 1838
bo 18352, Fellow of Oriel, when that College was at its
best, being the centre of the Movement with which it
is identified, to beeoma the Bector of Whatley, a rmal]
parich in Somersetshire, whera he was fully content
to rermain for nesrly nineteen years im rural checur-
ity, till Gladstone dragped him out and forced upon

i



viii INTRODUCTION

him the Deanery of 3f. Paul's in August 1871, Bui
this was the only preferment he eould be prevailed

on to aceept. ‘hen Archbishop Tait died, in
1862, Gladstona waa snxious to eppoint him to the
vacant Sea of Canterbury, and he had the refusal
of it (Life and Letters, by his daughter, p. 307).
But he preforred to remain whera he was, nay, he
even thought ol refirement from that peost also.
This volume of 1854 woa, curiously enough, called by
the same name, Esseys and Heviews, as the work
which created so mopeh commotion in the Church of
England six years later, and eorned sn uoenvisble
notoriety for a time. With the characteriatic modesty
and sell-diffidenca which elung to him throughout
his career, the author wrote {0 g friend at the time
that I should not have republished the esssys
mysalf ', Baut the Oxford friends judged hetter of
his work, lor by puhlishi.u%] the volume they not only
ghowed their regard for the young suthor, but slso
made a permanent and valuable contribution to
English literature,

The modest looking wvalume soon went out of

rint, and has always been prized by boeok-lovers.

he auther would not reprint it in his life time. A
great part of it now makes its appearance again, after
fitty-two vears, in the present book. The essay on
Dante, eccntained in it, was widely appreciated even
on the Continent, ond its excellence wae acknow-
ledged by the (Ferman scholar of Dante, Geeschel,
in his article in Harzoy's famous Iteal Freyclopadie
{Dean Plumptre, Quarferly Beview, April lﬂﬁgf .
438). The Dean was prevailed upon to reprint it
in 1878, when it appeared in tha walume which con.
tained the first English translation of Dante's De
Monarchia, done by his talented sen, who died pre-
maturely in 15848,

The two essays on Bt Aneselm, reéprinted here for
the first fime from the volume of 1854, were after-
wards expandad Id:nf the suthor inte his monograph
on that great medismval character in 1870, But the
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original essays possess 4 vigour and Ireshness of
treatment which the later expansion somewhat lacks.
When be was at worl upon the later monograph the
author himeelf felt this, and he thus wrota to his
intimate friend of Oxford dsys, Cancn Mozley :
* Dolng Anselm a second time was rather tiresomas
work. The getting it up was slmost as troublesome
na the first time, without the zest of a new sub-
jest '. The smme letter containg some noteweorbhy
ramarks about kis hero. ' What you zay is so true,
not merely about the many eidea of the charscter,
so mueh {uﬁ;rnﬂd what wos to be expected in his
time and position, but abouf the kind of '' elegance
that there is about him, with an unconseiousness
of tha ides of elegance et all. He almest answers
to Mstthew Amold’s requirements of ' sweetness
and light ", in the free way in which he lefs his
thought return upon itself, and play about common
subjects, and received words and formulas * (Life and
Letlers, p. 102},

These essaye on Anselm firet appeared in 1873
in Tha British Crific—a weskly paper of the type of
the present Guavdien, which Chureh helped to found
a little later,in 1846, with friends like Moglay {18183—
1878) and Bogers (ofterwards Lord Blachford, 1811—
1880 —and were the first attempts in literature of
their author, He thus playfully writes of his subject
to bis mother while engaged on it in Ostober 1842 :
'T am herd at work en an article for The Brilish
Crific on the life of a certnin Archbishop of Canter-
bury, named Anselm, whe wai a very great man
in the eyes of people a l-un% whila ago, but he has
been shelved a pood while for having hond the
miafortune to be a monk and a papist. He lived in
the days of a certein unspeakabla seamp of a king
ealled Willinm Rofus, o sart of combination of
Lards A, and B, and G, with o good splea of peculiar
wickedness of hia own to boot; and he and Anselm,
as was nabural, could not quite * hit it off together ',
or live on the best of lexme. Bo sceordingly, in my



