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POLITICAL DEDBATES
EETWEEN

LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS.

SPEECH OF HON. ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
Av Mrmxonels, Juse 17, 1838,

[The tillowing speech was deliversd at Springfield, TIL, at the close of the
Bepmblienn Stale Convention Leld at that time aud plave, and by which Con-
vention Mr. Lixcons laud been named as their candidate for United States
semator. M. Dovsnas was not present. ]

Mp. PRESIDENT AND (SENTLEMEN OF THE CosvesTion: IT we conld first
know where we arve, and whither we are tending, we coubd better judze what
to do,and how o do it We nve now far into the filth year since a policy was
initinted with the avowel object and econfident promise of putting an end to
slvery agitation.  Under the operation of that policy, that agitation las not
ouly not ceazed, Tut bas constantly avgoented. Tnowy opinion, it will not
cease il noerisis shall have boen reached and passed. A house dividedl
against itself cannot stand” T Delieve this governent cannot ewdore por-
manently hall skave amd hall free.  ©do not expect the Union to be dissolved ;
I do not expeet the honse to full; bot T do expeet it will cease to he divided.
Tt will Lecome all one thing, ov all the other,  Lither the opponents of slavery
will arrest the further spreal of it, amd place it where the public wmind shall
vest i the beliel that it 15 in the compse of ultimate extinetion, or its ndvocates
will push it forward till it shall ecome alike lawful 1nall the States, old as
well 45 new, North as well az Sonth,

Huove we no tendency to the latter condition ?

Let any one who donbts, cavefully contemplate that now almost complete
legal sembination — picce of muchinery, so to apeak — componnded of the
Nebraska doctrine and the Dred Scott devision. Let him consider, not only
what worls the machinery is adapted to do, and how well adapted, bhut also Tet
him study the listory of its construction, and trace, i he ean, or rather {ail, if
he caw, to trace the evidences of design, awd eoncert of action, among its chiel
architects, from the Deginning,

The new year of 1854 found slavery excluded from were than half the
States by State Constitutions, and frem most of the National territory by Cone



