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HIGH PRIESTIIOOD AND SACRIFICE

1

HUMAN DESTINY TIHROUGH DEATIT
Hebrews 1-42

Wi have our religion through the medium of lan-
guages that have been long dead, amd that present
tepdencies in educalion threaten to render more and
wore dead to us. Along with the lanruages, there s
a growing disposition lo relegate the ideas, the entire
symbolic expression and form, of Chirisliauly Lo the
past.  The madern world calls for modern modes of
lhought and modem forms of speech. We have Lo
weel that demand and be able lo answer and sulisiy
whalever of reason or truth there 15 it

Bevelalion, if it was to emoe al gll, had to come al o
time, and in the ideas and language of the time. All
that was possible in mitigation of thal inevitable dis-
advantase was that it shonld come al the best time; —
and the best lime would be the one whose idens and
Innguage would L, not only the most uniy crsal possible
in themselves, but also the most convertible into the
thought and speech of all other times. From the
Hebrew into the Greek, and thenee into all sueceeding
forms of knowledge and expression among men —
that, in all the long history of things as they have heen,
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2 High Priesthood and Sacrifice

was the actual, as it cannot but seem to us the best,
mode for the entrance of the things of God into the
affairs of the world.

The timne will never come when the Christtan Chureh
can survender or neglect the Hebrew and Greek sourees
of its mspivation anmd life,  And the world atself will
be the vicher amd better i 1t will ]51-1|: us nef o do =0
it in atll the channels and conrses of higher educalion
it will mnltiply the facilities and help ns to magnify
the mportanee of these best means to its own highest
cilture. There are two tasks hefore us od students
and teachers of Chnistianity. The first is to know and
understand our sonrees.  To begin with, we must know
pur Ol Testament as we have never known it befoge,
if we are to take parl in the new interpretation of our
New Testament that the times demand.  For each
time must have itz own living interpretation, since the
interpretatinn cannot Lot be, in half measure at least,
relulive lo the time. If the divine part in it is fixed,
the human is progressive and changing just in so far
as il is liviog,

All seience of life now is a seience of beginnmgs amd
of growlh, or of evolution. The New Testament as
abolulely Lranscends the Old as it fulfils it: bul on
the olher hand, il is as actnally the culmination and
completion of the Ol Teslament as it transcends it
The thought, the lansuage, the life of Christinnily are
from the very beginning Hebivew, transformed and as far
as possible universalized by transition through Greck
thought and specch.  All this history has its mean-
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ing, and enters largely into the meaning and form of
Christianity as we bave it But it brngs with it also
its embarrassments.  The most immediale consequence
comes to us in the manifest fael thal we are allempting
to address the world to-day, i the matler of ils pro-
foundest interest, in terms of the world two thousand
vears ago.  We have first Lo know whal those lerms
meant then, and Lo prove that all they meant then they
mean now. dand mean for all men inoall time. Are
our Bible sid our Creeds to be recognized by us ns
anbigqualed 7 Are tbe Hebrew phrases and terms of
pricsthood and sacrifice, and the Greek or Genlile ap-
plication of them 1o the Cross of Chrisl, waxed old and
ready to vanish away?  Forever no!-— but if not, then
we st tnliec measures o prescrve i]w_-rn, and e rnn]_-.'
wiy te preserve them is to make them as living to-day,
as much part of our thought and our speech and our
life now, as they were two thonsand vears ago.

In vrder to do that, we must cease to treat the phrase-
oloey, the forms, definitions, and dogmas of Christianity
as sacred relics, too sacred to e handlsl. We mmst
luke them oul of their napkins, strip them of their
cerements, anid turn them into current coin. We must
let them do business in the life that is living now, awl
take part in the thought and fecling and activity of the
men of the workl of to-day. T propose to do some-
thing like this with the Gospel in its most primitive or
Hebrew form, in the form in which it was actually
commended Lo the {raditional sympathies and under-
standing of the Hebrews themselves, in the Epistle to



