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¥ been favorites in other lands; for seme of our
New-England species have been under cultivation in Old
England for two bundred and fifty years. John Trades
cant introduced into Europe, in 1628, the Cpsfopless
bulbifera and the Maiden-haiv (Adfansum pedatum) ;
while other species, incloding the Walking.Leaf Fern
{ Campiosorms)y and the Sensitive Fem { Oneoclea), soon
followed. In the Kew Gardens at London, about the
fizat of the present coentury, there were eighty-three spe-
cies of exotic ferns under cultivation, while at the same
time therc were thicty species in the Botanic Garden at
Berlin; and in 1866 the collecton at Xew numbered
more than a thousand species of cxotic ferns.  Besides
the large collections of fameus public institutions, there

have been and are many private collections of ferns in

vil
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England which rival and even surpass them, The com-
petition is there =0 keen in obtaining fine specimens
of rare ferns, that as much as fifty, guineas ($z50) has
been paid for a single plant, 1t is not therefore to be
wondered at, that, in countries where ferns have so long
been under cultivation, numerous works upor the subject
of their structure, growth, and culture, have appeared.

In America there are but few large special collections
of foms, although there arc many smaller ones ns well .
as individual specimens of rare excollence. The beaoti- -
ful ferns, palms, and othér tare plants, exhibited by Mr
Such of New Jersey, in a side-room of the Horticultyral
Building at the Centennial Exhibition at T'hiladelphia, was
the one redeeming thing among the contents of that great
structure ; at least, at the time of the writer's visit in
June, 1876. This was unfortunate, as it misrepresented
the condifion of American horticnlture, besides being a
gevere criticisin on the patriotism of American horticul-
turists,

There has not yet been published in this country
any work devoted exclugively to the enltivation of ferns,
There is, therefore, less hesitation on the writer's part in
presenting to the public this Jittle ook, in which he has
endeavored to adapt the sulject and its illustrations to
the wants of persons in the United States, He has, duor
ing the last ten years, followed in pructice the theories and
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suggestions of the pumercus English treatises on fern-
culture ; and, without pretending to compete with these
numerous and valuable as well as expensive works, he
trusts that this volume may be of service to those in thisg
country who desire to cuoltivate ferns, and need a guide
especially adapted to the circumstances of their home.

By introducing the subject with two chapters on the
growth, structiure, and classification of ferns, an attempt
has heen made to impress the mind of the heginner with
an idea that a knowledge of these subjects will vastly add
10 his SUCCess.

Numeroos anthors are quoted jn the following pages,
and it is believed that due acknowledgment has been
made in every case where itse has been made of the
thoughts of others,

The writer desires to express his gratitude o those who
have aided and encouraged him during the preparation
of the book. Among such friends are T. F. Hunt, Esq.,
who has kindly furnished the matetials for some of the
best designs given in the plates ; and Di. A 5. Packard,
junr., who has not only furnished the valuable plate illus-
trating the insects which destroy ferns, but has alse kind.
Iy revised the chapier upon this subject, and added scv-
eral points of value, Mr. Emerton has given great care
to the drawing of the iliustrations, and has certainly suc-
ceeded in making them all that could be desired.



