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Frrreen centuries of existence have made
San Marino a fruitful subject of historieal re-
search. The present volume is a translation,
by permission of the author, of one of its.
later histories! The title has been changed,
and the first chapter has been substituted
for the corresponding chapter of the origi-
nal.

This miniature state is situated in that
portion of Italy which was peculiarly ex-
posed to the bloody and desolating wars of
the Middle Ages, and while the peninsula
has heen convulsed by politieal revolutions,
and other states, absorbed by more powerful
neighbors, have now become a part of uni-

1 Baint-Marin : Ses Institotione, Son Histois. Par e
Comte C. de Bruc, Chargd d'Affaires de la République de
St. Mario & Paris, Grand-Crolx da I'Ordre Equestre de
Haint Marin, Officier da ["Ordre des 53. Maorice et La-
zare, ete. Faris. 1876,
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fied Italy, San Marino alone has preserved
ita autonomy.

This fact is no doubt largely due to its re-
stricted territory, to its strong natural de-
fences, and to fortunate combinations, but in
no small degree to the loyalty and bravery
of its inhabitants,

Tradition and history have aseribed to the
character of Saint Marinus, the founder of
the republie, o happy union of practical wis-
dom and epiritual devotion. His memory is
& living power among the people, The pru-
dent, industrious, honest, and religious life
and the intense leve of liberty of which he
furnighed such a marked example still char-
acterize the inhabitents of the republie, and
have secured for them the respect of other
nations.

Frequent but ineffectual applications have
been made for the right to establish a gam-
bling house within the republie, upon con-
ditions greatly to its pecuniary advantage.
The action of the government in refusing to
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make the concession has always been cor-
dizally suatained by the people, who seem to
be imbued with the sentimenta expressed in
a recent letter upon the subject, written by
s distinguished member of the Sovereign
Council: “ The long existence of the repub-
lic is due to its probity and ifs simplicity,
and we prefer to live poor and respected
rather than rich and dishonored.”

The translator is happy to acknowledge
the courtesies extended to him during a visit
to San Marino lest summer by his excellency
Giuligno Belluzzi, Secretary of State for the
Interior, and by his son.

W. w. T.

Bostow, T1. 8. A., Jely, 1880,



