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Boelaga,

PREFACE,

Tur objsct of this work being, not to supplant those glossarica
which aim st the ennmerstion and cxplanation of all the variovs
terms which are made uee of in works on geclooy, but to act
af 4 companion to the recogmised turi-books for the mee of
stuwlents, it has been necessary to svoid erring in either of
two directions. While it was neressary to explain all the
ferme in ordinary uss, 15 wad also npcessary to meke thees
explanstions short and concise, snd to omit meny words and
terms which sre infrequently wsed, or which shoold more
properly be looked for in works on minerslogy, palsontology,
& ; wuch, for instance, as the varicus species of minersla and
rocks, or the goners of foesila, whick, if admitted, would have
swelled this work to an inoonvenient bulk.

It is hoped that thie ohjeet hes been attained, and ihat in thi
fullowing pages no oriasions of importencs will be fonnd.

R. I, OupBam.
Huoer, May 27, 1870,
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GEOLOGICAL GLOSSARY.

Abnormal—Not in the ueoa! course of events. Ses Nonmar,

Abrasion.—A wearing gway by frickion or rbbing, such as
thet cansed by currents of weter charged 'with sapod or
other débrie, by glaciers, by icoberge, &0, See DreravnaTion,
DaRUDATION.

Accretion.—An addition of new matter externelly : used only
with reference to Inerenee of mineral or incrgemic bodies.
FPlants and aninwals assimilate additiosal mattera; minerals
incragse by sccretion,

Acicular.—Like a needle; ocourring in needle-like prieme
huving acicular structure.

Apinose.—Gmouleted, 1ike eeeds @ applied to minersl texture.

Adamant {ifduas, mnsubdued).— A term applied fo eeversl
minersls, all agroaing in the property of extramp hardness,
guch a8 the diemond. Apawawrive, hard s adamant,
or having the lustre of a diamond ; often used, too, in the
ganeral sense of being very etrong or hard.

Adit.—A mining term; a roadway or tunnel or level driven in
horizontally, from eide of hill or lewer level, s an ontrinee
to & mins or for removal of ores, or sa & paesuigc fur the
water,

Airial.—Relating to the air, or atmosphere, Svleadivial,
ocowrring under the simoephere, ag different from enb-
aguesus, under water,

Abriform.—Like sir, opposed to solid and liguid.

ABrolite.—8se MrrroRITR,

Affuent.—A etream fowing into or joining another i= called
an afluent, the etream into which it flowe being the recipient.
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2 GEOLOGIOAL GLOBSAEY.

After-damp or Choks-damp, or Carbonie acid.—Bo
lod an cconrring in mines afier an explosion of fire-damp
or carburetted hydrogen,

Agglomerate,—" A coanrse breccia composed of fragments of
rock cost out of voleanic vents, for the most part anguln.r.
and withowt any edmizture of water-worn stones.”— Lyeli.

Algnille—A needls: spplied in physical geography to the
sharp peaha or nesdlo-topa of lofty monntaine.

Alr-course.—In mining, eapecislly in coel-mining, where
artifinisl ventilation ie carried omt, the frash sir is carried
down from the surface by what is called the down-cast to the
lewel of the workings, and the current fs then coursed al
through the workings, and, having passed through all parts
of the mine requiring ventilation, is sgain discharped to the
enrfane by the up-cash

Alloy.—A combination of twometals, oithor natnral or artifieial :
thus, braey is an slloy of copper end zine; bell-metal is an
slloy of copper and tin ; bronze is the same alloy i different
proportions ; type-metal is lead snd sntimony.

Alluvinm,—Literally, washed dewn. Mattcr weshed down or
pecumnlated by the ordinaey action of weter, and deposited,
when dry eongtitates atluvinm,  ANueicd soils or rocks are
in thiz wey formed of mud, sand, or mili, brought together
by the ordinery action of water im lakes, in estuaries, on
Lanks of vivers, &o, de.

Alveolus—Literslly, u small trongh or channel. A term ap-
plicd in verious weys. "The coniesl chamber of the be-
lemnite 18 colled the aluveolus.

Amaldam,. —A mivtera of merenry with other metals; an
alloy in which ane of tha metals is merenry,

Amber.— A wall-known fossil pum or resin {Pindtes suceinifer),

Amorphoug (o, popedl.—Without definite form or etructurs
IMBEE T,

Amphibia.—Capable of Living either on lamd or in water:
used a5 & dishnetive name for an order of animale (eq. froge
end newts) which have both lungs end gills at some period
of their life.

Amygdaloid —When volcanic rocks have certain almond-
ehoped envities, either wholly or partiall B{ filled with minerals,
snch as ngoto, calospar, de., they ure called amygdalsid ; the
filled or half-filled envikies lovking like almonds in & cake,
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The cavities wore originally Lollow and doe fo air-bubbles
imbedded in the masa; but subsequently water filbering
through the pores of the ruck, and corrying with it veariouas
gubatances in solution, has deposited the matter in tho
cavities, which have thus become either partially or entiraly
filled.
Analogue and Homelogue, — Oontredistinguishing ferms,
used in deecriptivn of shructure in orgsmio E‘fa. Analogue
has roference to e similarity of fonction; homologne to an
identity of parts. Thus the humerns or hone of the fore-
limh is homologona, whether we find it in the arm of man, in
the wing of a bird, in the paddlo of the cetaces, or in the
fore-leg of & hare; while the wing of a hird and the dermal
oxponeion of & bat are anelogous, both contributing bo o
gimilarity of funetion, {i.e. emebling the crcature to fy.

Anemometer.—An inetrement for wpgertaining the direction
and foree or intenaity of the wind

Aneroid.—Without floid : the designation givem to s peoulinr
form of barometer, in which no fluid, either mercury or
gpirit, is used, The wariations in the pressure or weight of
the ofmosphers are mensured by the elsvation or depres-
gion of the thin flexible eorface of a partially exhaosted
metallic hox,

Anhydrous.—Withoot wafer ¢ applied to minerals which do
not contain water of crystallization—thet is, water as an
ingredient of the minersl. Enhydrovs ia the opposite or
corregponding term.

Annesling.—A gradusl and slow eovling down of molten
mstter, such 88 glase or poreelain, by which they are ren-
dered much lees britile, and begoms tougher snd more
wallenble, An analogous resilt is seen in lovas. If molten
lave ba sooled mpidly, it beovmes glassy (obeidian, &e); if
slowly, it becomes granular and stony ; the more repid the
cooling, the more glasay the result,

Antarctic.—Opposite to Aretin,  The regions, &e., roumnd or
near to the South Pale, as opposed to the Aretic, are ealled
Andarciic, as Antarctic Beas, &c.

Anthracite.—A ocoel consisting almost entirely of carbon,
often called gtone-conl: hae generally s more or less eom-

t textnre, 8 conchoidal froctors, and metellic lustre;
E:‘:\ns with a very weak flame or none, Vegetsble structure
gtill {raceablo under the microscope.
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