SHAKESPEARE'S THE
COMEDY OF ERRORS.
EDITED, WITH NOTES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649485352

Shakespeare's The Comedy of Errors. Edited, with Notes by William Shakespeare & William J.
Rolfe

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE & WILLIAM J. ROLFE

SHAKESPEARE'S THE
COMEDY OF ERRORS.
EDITED, WITH NOTES

ﬁTrieste









QHEKESPEARE*S
THE COMEDY OF ERRORS.

Enrren, with NotTEs,
Ty

WILLIAM J. ROLFE, L. D,

FOEMERLY HITADR MAGTRE OF TR HECH sOR0C, CAMERIDGE, MAFS,

WV ENGRAVINGS.

NEW YORK:

HARPER & BROTHERS PUBLISHERS,
FRANKLIN SQUARE

189z,



ENGLISH CLASSICS,

Epiten vy WM. J. KOLFE, AM.
Mastrated,  ofno, Choth, 85 ceuts per yolome § Papen, o ceiils por volums,

SHAEsrEnkrs Wonks

The Mexchant of Vanios. The Taming of the Shrew.
C¥tleella, Al Wl Ends Well,
JTuhigs Cemsar. Lroniolamus,

A Midsomaser-Night's Direane. The Crmedy of Errems =
Macheth. Lynibeline.

Humlez. Antuny aed Cleopatra

Much Ado abmat Mothing. Mleasure for hMeasnre
Fooneen and Juolsar, Mewry Wiven of Windsor

As ¥Yon Like It love's Labour "s Lest. =
The “enapmst. Two Ceetlemen of Verona., =
Twelith Night. Tirens nf Arleers.

Tle Winter's Tals. Troiliss and Ureseda,

King Iahn. Hemry YI Fart 1. -
K 1. Hevry ¥I. Fam I

Henty 1V, Ifari L Huury V1. Part I11,

Henry TW. Fare 11 Prrichn, Prioge of Tyre
Hewry V. The T'we Nobls Kinsmen.
ichard TIL. Veres and Adonis;, Lecrece, etg,
Heary VI Bunisls. :

King Lear, THus Andromicus, .

Goumuerrn’s Seveer Posws,
Cmav's Snikcr Porkes.

Posvsnen sy HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.

A e adere warks mudl b read Ay e, postnge prepaid, fe gy pars
o o fhe Chwifed Siater, om reveipl of e price.

Copyright, 1885, by Haneaw & BroTHERS,




CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTION To THE Comepy oF ERmors. ... ... ....... 9
L Tae HISTORY OF THE PLAY. . ciceiinnirrasinninadnsss 9

I1. THE S0OUBRCES OF THE PLOT.. ..o iieesvie e . I
I Crimicar CoMMENTE 0N THE PLAY.. .00 iaeiiiiiiinniias i

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS. .....ocviiininnniinniinnaes 33

=IIL..... i B T e S e R 55

278421






[ Ve

TEMTLE OF DlANA AT DUHESTS.

INTRODUCTION

T

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS.

I. THE HISTORY OF THE PLAY.

AL the critics agree that the Comedy of Ervors, though
first printed in the folie of 1623,is one of the earliest of the
plays. It is mentioned by Meres (see M. AT D). p. g), and

V")!



Io THE COMEDY OF ERRORS,

is probably the “ Comedy of Errors, like to Plautus his Me
nechmus,” which, according to the Gesta Grayorum, was
“played by the players” at Gray's Inn, one night in De-
cember, 1594, The pun in iii. 2. 121 on France “ makiug
war against her heir ¥ would seem to show that the play was
wrilten between August, 1589, when the civil war about the
succession of Henry IV, began, and July, 1503, when it énd-
ed.* Furnivall makes the date 1589, Callier * before 1590,
Chalmers, Drake, Delius, and Stokes 1 591, Malone 1502,
Yleay (Chronicle Life of Shakespeare, 1886) 1504, the play
having been revised, as he thinks, from the original ver-
sion of 1590, which may have been partly from another
hand,

The Comedy af Errors is the shortest of the plays, having
only 1778 lines (" Globe™ wd.), while Hamiz, the longest,
has 3030, Rickard 11 3620, Troifus and Cressida 3496, 2
Lienry TV, 3440, etc. The next shortest is the Tempesd with
zofig, the next Mecketd with zred, and the next the Midvam-
mrer-Neght's Dream with 2180, '

II. THE B0URCES OF THE IPLOT.

“The general idea of this play,” a5 Singer remarks, *is
taken from the Menechmi of Plantus, but the plot is entirely
recast, and rendered much more diverting by the variety and
quick suceession of the incidents.  To the twin brothers of
Plauins are added twin servants, and though this increases
the imptebability, yet, as Schlegel observes, ‘when once
we have lent outselves to the first, which certainly borders
on the incredible, we should not probably be disposed to
cavil about the second; and if the spectator is to be en-

* A writer in the Merth Britiek Redes, April, 1870, attempts to show
that events in French history of earfier date are alluded to.  Llenry of
MNavarre, he gayzs, became Forr to the throne on the death of the Duke
of Anjou in 1584, and remained so ontil ke became king on the murder

al Fenry ITT., Aug 2, 1530. =
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