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A LECTURE, &e.

IN previous lectures on the *Btudy of History” I
fully acoepted the doctrine of Historical Progress.
It is obvious that the knowledge and weslth of our race
inerease and acenmulate from age to age, and that their
ingrease and aeoumulation re-act powerfully on the
moral state of man. It ia less obvious, but it geems not
less certain, that our views of morality itself expand,
and that our moral ¢ode is improved, as, by the extension
of human intercourse, cur morel relations are multi-
plied, and as, by the advancement; of seience and juris-
prudence, they become better understood. Nor can it
easily be denied that this progress extends even to
religion. In learning more of man we learn more of
Him in whose image man was made; in learning
more of the ercation we lsarn more of the Creator
and everything which in the course of eivilization
tends fo elevate, deepen, end refine the character
generally, tends to elevate, deepen, and refine it in
its religious agpect.

But then it is slleged, and even triumphantly pro-
claimed, that tremendous eonsaquences follow from
this doctrine. If we acoept historical progress, it is
said, we must give up Christianity. Christianity,
we are told, like other phases of the great onward
movement of humanity, has had its place, and that a
great place, in history, In its allotted epoch it was
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progressive in the highest degree, and immense vene-
ration and gratitude are duoe to it on that account:
but, like other phases of the same movement, it had its
appointed term. That term it has already exceeded.
It has already becoms stationary, and even retrograde ;
it has begun, instead of being the beneficent instru-
ment, to be the arch-enemy of human progress. It
cumbers the eerth; and the object of all honest, sei-
entifie, free-thinking men, who sre lovers of their
kind, should be to fuicken the death-pangs into
which it has manifestly fallen, and remove onoe for all
this chstruetion to the onward movement of the race,
Confusion and distress will probably attend the final
abandonment of ‘‘ the popeler religion ;¥ but it is better
at once to encourter them, than to keep up any longer
an imposture whick is disorganizing and demoralizing
to sopciety, as well as degrading to the mind of man.
‘Let us at once, by & conragecus effort, say farewell
to cur old faith, and, by a still more eourageous effort,
find ourselves a new one !’ A pallant resolution, and
one which proves those who have taken if to be prac-
tical beliovers in free-will, and redesms them from the
reproach of admitting the logical consequences of their
own doetrines touching the necossary progress of hu-
manity by way of development and under the infla-
ence of invariable laws. If history grows like a vegot-
able, or like the body of an animal, no effort of
courage can be needed, or avail, to direct its growth.
'We have only to let well, or ill, alone.

The notion that Christianity is at this moment
manifeetly in an expiring state, or, to use the favourite
language of the sect, that “the popular religion has
entered on ifs last phase,” is perhaps partly produced
by the reform, or atiempted reform, of Christian doc-
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tririe which is at present going on. This movement
is supposed fo be an exact parallel to the attempt
made by the later Flatonists to rationalize the popular
mythology of Grreece, and equally ominons of approachs
ing dissolution to the superstition with which ite more
philosophie adherents found it necessary thus desper-
ately to deal. The analogy would be more just if the
later Platonists, instead of endesvouring to bring a sen-
sual superstition to the level of the age by viclently im-
porting into it a spiritual philosophy, had endeavoured
to restore it to its primitive and most sensual simpli-
cify. Though even in that case it would not be certain,
without further proof, that beeause the attempt to re-
form Polytheism had failed, Christianity must be in-
eapable of roform. Mistorical analogy, as an inter-
preter of present events, has its uses, end it has also ifs
limits, Christianity supposes that with itse Founder
something new emme into the world, The King of
Siam may, after all, be about, in contradietion to the
whole of his experience, to see the water freeze.

If, however, they to whom I alluds have rightly
read the present by the light of the past; if, az they
say, a sound and free philosophy of histery distinetly
points to the approsching departure of Christianity
from the world, a terrible crisis has indeed arrived,
and one which might well be oxpected to strike their
rhetorical exultation dumb. They admit, 1 believe,
that religion, or whatevcr stands in the place of it, is
the very core, centre, and vital support of our secial
and political organization ; so that without a religion
the civil tie would be loosened, personal wounld com-
pletely prevail over public motives, selfish ambition
and cupidity would break loose in all direetions, and
society and the body politic wonld be in danger of dis--
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solution. They cry aloud, ag I have said, that Christi-
anity being exploded, a new religion must be produced
in order to save humanity from ruin and despair. Now
to produce a new religion off-hand, and that at & mo-
ment of the mest eppalling peril, and consequently
of the greatest mental agony end distraction, is an
achievement which even the most extreme belisvers
in free-will and self-exertion would searcely think
possible to man., I am net aware that so much ax the
rudiment of a new religion has yet been actually
produced, unlese it be the Humanitarian religion of
M. Comte, which is mersly a mad travestie of tho
Roman Catholic Chureh, end from which oven the
disciples of the Comtist philosophy, if they have any
sense of the grotesque remaining, turn away in de-
spair. Thus the law of human development, instead
of being, like the laws discovered by science, regular
and beneficent, the just object of our confidence as
well ag of our admiration, has failed abruptly, and
brought humanity to the brizk of an abyss.

It is my strong convietion that history has arrived
at no such crisis; that the indications of historical
philosophy have been misunderstood, and that they do
not point to the impending fall, but rather to the ap-
proaching regeneration of Christendom. I do not think
that we shoald refuse to eonsider, in this leeture-room,
a question which lies at the very root of the philoso-
phy of history, merely because it happens also to be of
the highest practical importance. I propose, therefore,
to add a few remarks on this peint, by way of supple-
ment to the two genersl lectures on the “Study of
History,” in which the Dootrine of Historicel Progress
has been maintained.

In the first place, we are struck by the fact that



b

sustained historical progress has not been universal,
ns those against whom I am mrguing always assume,
but has been confined to Christien nations, For a
short time the Mabomedan nations seemed to advanoce,
not merely in conquering energy, but in ecivilization.
They have even been set up as the morsl rivals of
Christendom by those who are anxious that Christen-
dom should not appear to be without a rival. But
their progress was greafest where they were most
immediafely in contaet with Christianity, and it has
long since ended in wutter corruption and irrevocable
decay. Where i3 the brilliant monarchy of Haroun
Alraschid ¥ -How ephemeral was it compared oven with
that old Byzsntine ¥mpire into whose frame Chris-
tianity had infused & new Life under {he very ribs of
death; a life which even the fatal bequest of Roman
despotism, cxtending iteclf to the Chureh 28 well as to
the State, could scercely quench, and which, through
sges of Mahomedan oppression, has smouldered on be-
neath the ashes to burst out again in reviving Greece.
Even in the Moorish communities of Spain, the flower
a8 they were of Mahomedan civilization, internal cor-
ruption had prepared the way for the conquering arms
of Ferdinand and Isabella. Mahomedanism, however,
whatever the degree of progressive emergy displayed
by it may have been, was not a separate and indepen-
dent religion, but & debased offspring of JFudaism and
Christianity. From the intereourse of its founder with
Jews and Christians it derived the imposing monothe-
ism which has been its strongth both as s eonquering
power and as a system of eivilization ; while the want
of & type of character, such as Christianity possesses,
has been in every sense its fatal weakness. Turning to
the remoter East, we find that its history has not been
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a history of progress, but of the successive descents
of conquering races from the more bracing climate of
the North, subjugating the languid inhebitants of the
plaing, and founding & succession of empires, some-
times mighty and gorgeous, but always barren of
nobler fruits, which, when the physical energy of the
conquering race was spent in ita turn, at onee fell into
decay. The semblance of progress, in shorf, has been
but a semblance, due merely to fresh infusions of
animal vigour, not to any sustaining prineipls of moral
life. China advanced at an early period fo a certain
point of material civilization ; but having reached that
point she beoame & byeword of immobility, as Egypt,
the anecient China, was in & former day, This imme-
morial etegnation seems now sbout to end in total
dissolution, unless Chriatian nations should infuse a
regenerating influence from without. The civilization
of Mexieo is deplored by certzin philosephers, who
seem to think that had its career not been out short
by Spanish conquest, 1t might have attained a great
height, end confirmed their views of history. DBut
what reason is there to think that Mexico would ever
have advanced boyond great buildings erected by
slave labour, human sacrificcs, and shominable vices ?
Again, wo are told that the Christian view of history
mnst be narrow and false, becauso it doos not include
in its theory of human progress the great negro and
fetichist populations of Africa.  But I would fain be
informed what part the negro and fetichist populations
of Afriea have really played in the progress of hu.
manity; or how the invariable law of spontaneous
development through a cerfain series of intellectual
and soeint conditions which we are told governs the
history of all nations, has heen verified in their case.



