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PREFACE.

INTENDING to compoze a few lines to prefix to a
work % preparing for publication, I found myself so far
led on bj' the sabject, that it proved too long for my
original intention. 1T therefore resclved to extend it,
and to publish it in a separate form.

T could not but feel gratified by the commendations
bestowed upon my former Essay,} as it convinced me,
that the attempt to give some attraction te an unpe-
pular but mest interesting and highly important subject

® ' Hampeden in the Nincleenth Centary, or l.:.‘-qlinqniw oa the Erromn
and Improvement of Seciety.”
+ ** The Heroit of the Beea."
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bad not sltogether failed of sucoess. Those who hosored
that performance with their notice may, by this time,
bave discovered reasons to regret their very prematurely
passing judgment upon the canse it sdvocated. The
absolute necessity for adopting the measures therein
recommended, is now become imperative, and any fur-

* ther delay must be fraught with the most serious and
alarming consequences,

The late numbers of the Quarferly Review have
contained articles giving a faithful and striking de-
seripfion of the miserable condition of the peazantry, and
of the working classes in general. At lengih the trus
canse of their distress is recognised, and the remedies
proposed are of course more applicable to the pature
and wrgency of the case. As yet the writers have not
discovered, that the difficulties which press on all the
other ¢lasses of soviety have their origin in the rame
souree ; and that when those are located who are at

present destitnte, scientific power* will still continue

* Besidea tha articles un the swployment of Machinery alluded to in
the text, the fullowing remarks apon Absentees sppear in the Julim
number of the Quarterly Reriew :—
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to drive others out of employment, to reduce to a
minimam the wages of those who remain, and to render
& profitable application of capital more and more dif-
ficult. )
Small is the number of those who now have any con-

fidence in those petty e:ped.i’enm, originating in mis-

** The conduct of thoss who go for pleastre, and they are in reality by
far the Jargest portion of the whole, Appears to us to dessrve the mversst
reprebengion.  Many of them sbandon the mest important dutiay, which,
a8 land-owners, magistrates, heads of familiss, or members of saciety, they
can be called on to perfurm ; snd most of them, instesd of endeavouring
to copy only the nseiul and alsgent aceomplishments of the peopls among
whom they sojonrned, havs fallen into an imimtion of ovher qualifications,
of more easy, but much loag hongeshle aequigiton,**

Again :— 1f they bad thooght fit to tramsfer themselves and their for-
tanes alogether 1o another land, they had a perfect right to do so; bat
while they comtinpe to possess land or gooda here, which have Twep
socored ab & epoTIRONS coat, it cerainly seems unressomable that they
sbould be permitted to withdraw themsslves from those burdems by which
that security has been porchassd. The number of English sectled in the
Wetherlands, ¥rance, Germany, Bwitzerland, and Itsly, is supposed to
excend ona hundred thouwssnd, drawing from the couatry not loss then five
millions enngally—a sum so large, that if, imtead of boing scattered
among strangers, it wers spant in the deserted balls sad wansions of these
islands, it would materially alleviate tha distress with which we have been
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taken opinions as to the actual cause of the accumula-
ting disorders of society.

However financial operations, s change of um‘témt‘r}‘.
und other political regulations may in a small degres
occasion a temporary aggravation of the evil, they are
totally inadequate to account for that gemeral commer-
cial distress which is felt not cnly throughout this coun-
try, but extends over Europe, India, and the two
Americas.

In comtemplating the history of our species, there is
no faet more striking than this :—that in every period
of extraordinary difficulty has arisen some individual
whose elevation of mind, towering far above hiz contem-
poraries, has discovered the source of their miseries,
and, sustained by the energies of his genius, conducted
them into untravelled paths of improvement.

But in these onr days a new niau.hls sprung up,
who, although more deeply imbued than others with
the errors of the age in which they live," bave compli-
mented each other into a belief that they are the chosen
ones of Israel. -

Ignorant of human noture, and of the first principles




