THE PROCESS OF
ARGUMENT: A
CONTRIBUTION TO LOGIC



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649216345

The process of argument: a contribution to logic by Alfred Sidgwick

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ALFRED SIDGWICK

THE PROCESS OF
ARGUMENT: A
CONTRIBUTION TO LOGIC

ﬁTrieste






THE

PROCESS OF ARGUMENT

A CONTRIBUTION TO LOGIC

i:l‘l.-

ALFRED SIDGWICK

LONDONXN
ADAM AND CHARLES BLACK

1353

AN ikl regerred






PREFACE

Tuis book, like my former ones, has for its
aim the extension of a knowledge of the
more useful parts of Logic. It is written for
those who are interested rather in the war
against fallacy than in the grammatical
inquirics which form so large a part of the
Logic taught in the text-books.

Some care has therefore been taken to use
words as far as possible in their everyday
sense, Wherever it has seemed more con-
venient to depart at all from the commonest
custom, rcasons are gi\-‘l’:n and the departure
is left optional. No attempt is made to force
the reader to accept hard doctrines or strange

definitions, which are not yet his own.
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It is specially in regard to the meaning of
technical terms that this necative mode of
treatment shows Itself.  In Logic, as in other
subjects, the leading terms are capable of
better and worse definition, and it i3 not
unusual to find that doctors differ on the
question which definitions are best.  1n all
sich cases the aim of this book 1s to help the
beginner to improve his own first notions for
himself, racher than to gel him to accepr any
ready-made ones which happen lo seem satis-

[actory o some particular school of thought.

Appeadix A 15 part of an article con-
tributed to Mind, which the Editor kindly
allows me to reprint.  Special thanks are
due to Mr. Carveth Read for the many
improvements he has helped me to make

r.hrc:-l;'ghnut.

TUey 1843,
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY

Ix the following ingquiry we shall purposcly
avold all direet scarch for the best deflinition
of the word “ Logic” Though this book 1s
certainly meant as a conwribution to Logie, it
15 not meant to contribite to il in that par-
ticular way. Interesting though such a ques-
tion mav be, its importance is of a very
special and limited kind ; and at any reate
there is no need to wait for a perfectly com-
prehensive.and fnal wlea of the linits of a
subject 1n order to make a beginning with i
Knowledze of Logic, like other knowledge,
may be acquired by degrees,

Some general guiding idea, however, will

I l.:h,._“
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