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PREFACE.

THIS selection from the poems and songs of Charles
Mackay has been made from the twelve volumes puls-
lished at vanious intervals between the years 1830 and
1882, viz, :—I, * The Hope of the Workl” 11, % The
Salamandrine ; or, the Maid of Mora.® 111, ¥ Lesends
af the Isles.” TV, “Veices from the Crowd.” V. “Vaices
from the Mountaine® VI, “Egeria; or, the Spint
of Nature,” VI ¥ The Lump of Gold, a Legend of
Australin VIII. * Under Green Leaves” IX. A
Man's Heart,® X, “Studies from the Antigue
KT, “ Interludes and Undertones® XNIIL. ¥ Collected
Songs” Several of these volumes have gong through
four and five editions, and others are now out of
print ; and all of them on their first appearance were
reccived with public favour, and acquired for the
author a high degree of popularity, not only in
Great Dritain, but in America and Australia. Many
of the songs have been translated into French and
German and other European languages.
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INTRODUCTION.

By DAUGLAS JERROLI,

AvTHok oF ‘‘Drack-EvEp Susax,” *Mrs. CaUuDLE's
CorTAIN LECTURES,” “ 5T, GiLks's ann ST, Jaumes's,™
ETC.

THE lyvics of this t English writer—this Dritish Derangrer
—h:u'tr o hmncgrcl:l;: thr;:!;h];]:arls of the people. Charles
}Iad;ayﬁqm, aml with renson, that in whatever he has
written he has mwever counled popadaraty, 14l has sunply
wrilten because he could not help atlerimg the thoughl hat
was i hinm, and hecause the thought spontanecasly (ook the
lyrical forsn.  The troth of this is set on the fni of every
page, lives in the free and nobie 1}in't of every song,  Thero
15 in Charles Maclkay all the freshness and spontaneity, the
love of freedom, and the hate of everything mean, which we
love in Burns,.  In this volume there is a surfeit of heantiful
thingz. The Aowers are under our feet and over our head,
and they dance and nod aloat us, ns we stand, almost buned
in them. *fThe Voices from the Crowd * are so manly, amd
speak septiments =0 louching amd valorsis wilhal, Umt wo
exclainy, ** Here ix one of the real teachers of the people,
whom we should do well to honour and cherish 1" We can
only hope that this volume may find its way into cvery oot-
togre library and every workman's clob.  There is not a harsh
nor an wnworthy thoaght in all the collection ; noy, bat this
i poor pradse where so much i8 due to the chiel poet of the .
people of the Victorian epoch., iz abounding humanity,
the marvellons variety of ways in which he clothes with
i



