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PREFACE.

THE following pages heving been written during
intervals of visits, which I have paid to a number
of towns and congragations, in the course of the
last nine months, may probably be deeined
deficient in uniformity, or perhaps Liable to the
charge of repetition, For such blemishes, I trust
the circmmstances in which they were written
will plead an apology. The cbhject which I
have kept in view being the advantage of the
church and her missions, and not literary re-
putation, my impressions on the various topies
discnsged have been recorded with all simplicity,
just as they oceurred to my recollection. As the
work is not strictly historical, dates are not always
given; bot 1 frust auch reflections as I have
introduced will be found mneither trifling nor
prolix. I have endeavoured to render the work
interesting and instroctive to soch as wish infor-
mation about missions, and hope it will be found
not unsuitable for the drawing-roomas and cottages
of church members, a5 well as the lLibracies of
congregations, There may occasionally .be an
appearance of egofism, which 1 felt to be un-
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pleasant; but having undertaken to record recol-
leetions sumewhat approaching to autobiography,
such affpearance could not be avoided without
injury to the narrative.

The woodeuts which illustrate thiz volume
have added considerably to its expense. This
would have been greatly increnscd if the Rev. A.
SOMERVILLE, Secretary of the Mission Board,
had not favoured me with the use of the greater
part of the daguerrotypes. I regret that I have
been disappointed In net obtaining views of New
Browghton and Kingston Churches. Tho manner
in which the masons in Jamaica ent the stones
used in facing, gives the churches a more expen-
give appearance than the reality. Althopgh
several of the buildings muy seem extravagant,
they were built ppon as economical principles as
were consistent with dopability.

I commit. this volume to the church and world,
earnestly imploring the divine blessing to render
it subservient to the causs of christian missions,
especially those of Jamaica, in which I spent many
of the happlest doys of my life, and of which I
will ever cherish a pleasing recollaction.

Max 23, 1851.
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