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Prospectus.

TaE work contsins an eEact comprehensive register of the principal changes
which have occurred in the menagement of the Mechanicy' and Literary
Institutions in the large towns in Great Britain. The history of each Inst-
tution isgiven at length, accampaniad with tsbular annual retorms,

The histary of the Bducational Socisties of the middle classes, and the
Adult Poor Schools in annobroken chiin, for upwands of & r:nnhuy, exhibited
Ty statintical details and amnwal returns, and proving by existing scoleties,
that Mechanics® Institutions were establiched long prior to their extension
wnd developement by the late D, Birkbeck

The operations of Adult end Benevolent Evening Behools, Village and

Farmers' Clubs, Young Men's Heformation and Mental Improvement
Soeleties, o,

The failure of Publie and Ttinerating Libraries, as (ested and demomstraied
ufter an experience of fifty years in l‘i'ruu Britain.—Decline of Philosophiea)
Institutions in England.

The rise, progress, and present state of Literary and Institational Unions,
Schools of Design, Musenms, Factory News Rooms, and Libraries, fc.

On the manngement of Athenmuome, Litsrary, and Mechanics' Tnstitutions
—their extension and preseut tendency-—new festores—the necessity for ;
jnterpal improvement and general developement. The Mechanics' Institu-
tioos in all guarters of the world.

A f[:ahuhr return of all tho Institwtions in Goreat Britnin, Ireland, Be. E
The preseat nuimber of Members, extent of Library, and their educationnl
operations, Mame of the Secretary, &e., &

B




o P o AR P e R ot R,

PREFACE.

Tre unexampled efforts now making in every part of the kingdom for the
intelloctual and physical improvement of the lower ¢lansee of the community,
distinguish the present, aa the age of philanthrepy and good-will to all men.
The middle classes vie with the rich in promoting the great and good-work
of oducation. The brightest minds In literature and science direct their
talents to ita developement ; preparing the ignorant by addresssn, by lectures,
and by their writings, to receive and undsvetend the grsat and interesting
truths which the Creator unfolda before them. The beloved Sovereign of
these realma lends her fair and royal name in behalf of Bageum, to inoreass
the stores of Institution Librarien. The lasmed Divine, aod the ermined
Duke fecl & plessure in presiding over the festivald of the artizan and the
day labourer. The pressia prolific with carefully collated proofk of the con-
neetion between offenoes and ignorance, as they appear in the calendar of
crime ; civie magisirates begin to hold it a duty to take part in all meetings
which have fur their object, the dissemination of useful knowledge amongst
the multilude; the agricultarist is alive to the importance of the allotment
systen, and Institutea Farmers’ Clubs; while the manufacturer finds it gryfit-
able to form schools and fuctary libraries, to rear amatenr hands of musicians
amongst his workmen, to eccourage frogallty by eavings' banks, benefit
wooieties, aick clubs, clothes olubs, burial essocisticns, and by oceasional tes
meetings, at which, he and his fumily partake, te destroy that barrier between
men, which pride and wealth sonetimes mt&m:imuly aracts
The rapid incremse of adult Educational Tmetitutioos, and the attention
now beatowed cn them, render it important that the poblis should be placed
in possession of stch facts &3 con be colleated, to afford, mot only & just
estimate of the nature and extent of the efforts which have been made, in
behalf of adulteducation, and the effects it has produced, but, alse to correct
the errongous staternents which hove heen so frequently reiterated, with
regard to the flvst establishment of Mechanics’ Imgtituiions, The
evidence which has been produced on the latter point, i easily varified by
uxisting societics, and the only regret to those who record the historical facta i
is that one (Dr. Birkbeck,) who devotad Eds 1ife, and sacrificed half his fortune, i
tv advance Mechanics' Institutions is not entitled to enjoy the minor honour ;
2
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of being their criginator. From the satoe cnuse, Birminghem possesses the
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palm which has been awerded to Glasgow, and it is creditabla to the *
iron metropolis,” thet it invitsd Dr. Birkbeck to lecture to its inhabitants,
before he commenced lectoring as Professor of Anderson's Institution.

From the list of Iostitations compiled with great eare and labour and
appended to this work, we are enabled to afford satisfactory evidenoe of the
growth and extent of the Literary and Mechanica” Institutions of the United
Kingdom. In England, we have a complete record of 610 Institutions
with 102,050 subseribing members, ml possessing 661,500 volumes in their
lbraries. If the smalier Mutnsl Improvement Soeietien, Christian and
Church of England Inatitotions and Evening Adult Schools are added to
this amonnt, the sggregats retum for England will be T00 Adolt Educational
Inetitntions, with 107,000 membera

Itis to be regretted that neither Literary or Mechanics’ Institntions have
chtained permanent success in Wales or in Iveland. Tt was not until 1830,
that & Mechanics’ Institation was formed in the principality, sand in Ireland
o lesa thon fifteen Mechanics’ Institutions with the advantages (or disadvan-
tages) of government ald, have met with & prematore decey.

The Seottish Mecheuics’ Tustitutions are less nomerous and less effective
than similar gosieties in England, ewing to the practice of closing them
entirely during the sommer and gutomn.  From this canse the {ssaes from
the libraries are limited, the pericdicals sra deprived of half their interest, and
the attractions of the newspaper are disregarded by members and committess

The total returne from the Literary and Mechanics” Institutions of the
Kingdom at the present time, present the following statistics =—

¥ou of Institutes, Muambars. Tols News=rooms.
Englnnd | evertiennss Creeess B0 102080 451500 B
Wales e e 147 B 8
fcatinad | 1 Letse Eoea1 1
L T e T ) 005 Lyl 13
02 1L T T

The edicational advantages which thess Tnstitutions have disseminated in
the past year, may be regorded as evidenos of the superiority they possess
over other means of imparting lntellestual instroction to the adolt population,
#nd of their elaims wpan public attention as s means of advencing morslity and
diminishing crime, by drawing men from thees evil resources which the
sbsence of intellectual culture i sure to lead to. The extent to which the
intelloetual stors and nppliances of the Institutions of the United Kingdom
Bave been made available, by the members, after the ordinary business of the
day has been performed, may be gathered from the following retarn:—

T PR




R A YR

FREFACE. Vi

Tmane of Womber of Number of
Hookns partome attending  lettures dtﬂi‘l\oﬂd
i NAS eveniog elussen, im 1
+4 JEROTA 1020 -'1081
v 1akon ] 15
+a LBAT4T 1508 441
. T3S a2 210
e e iy A
2,038 095 16,120 5,840

The universal complaint that Mechanics' Tnstitntions ere attended by
persons of a higher ravk than those for whom they were designed, applics
with !llllll.l. foree to the Athenmums end Literary Institutions of the
cotmtry. Tt will be found on investigmtion, that Athenmums have ceassd
to be the societies of young men, not cnly the roll of members, bot a
glance round the mews-room will show mn assemblage of men of middle
ige, prigcipals of firms, professiomal men, menaging snd comfidential
clerks, faotors, brokers, agents, and wholesale shopkeepers, who form both
the directory and the majority of the sssociation. Henee it has been
assumed, that the employer and the employed are to be seen side by sids
peruging alike the newspaper and the review, dewing knowledge from
the same fount; but such Is oot the fact, the clerk torns mside from his
employer, either from vespect or humility, and when he joine his com-
panione he generally gives niterence to his discomtent by am intimation
that he shall join the Mechanics’, for he will not eubscribe to an Instim-
tion, whara ¥ the governor' is present, The surte influctices nre produced
in the other Institution, the werchonsernan, the pocker, the carter, and
the mill-hand shun the society of the clerk ‘and the forsman, and they in
turn guit the Institotion which wis established expressly for them. The
wesult in made manifest in the classification of the oeeupstion of members
of these societies, but wherefore whould the sdneationist complain, since it
only demonstrates the necessity for cresting ansther cluss of societien, to
which the working operstive shall alone be admisssble, With the incresss
of population, society has extendsd and derveloped itzelf fn new cireles,
and the requirements of the age, demind for the Iabouring classes, Bot
ounly free public libraries, free publia news-rooms, free public Jectores,
but eveming classes, free to the beli-educated shopboy, snd the unlettered
apprentice.  Mechanies' Inatitutions, and Litersry Bocieties must be
{mmedintely rendered self-eupporting; for the donutiens of the wealthy and
benevoient are dernanded for higher services

It in dssentially necevaary thet amother witerspt should now be made to
provide emiertainment and instroction for the mlk of the working men and
their families, *te whoms, na-yat, the ray of kmowledge has oot penetrated,
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who form the hard pressed subntrstum, the vich mine of thought snd
intelligence, which the mining tool of education han ecarcely reached.”

Two other .causes have operated, to a greal extent, in exeluding the
; working clanses from Mechanics' Institutions,—the time and trouble of suit-
ably attiring themaslves to appear in the company of the middle classes, and
the guarterly and anousl terme of payment. The first may be obvisted
by an inflox of the fustian jackets, provided the secomd is corrected by the
introduction of s system of weekly payments, snd the eotertainments pre-
pured are of acheracter miited bo the taste of working men. It hes been

shown in the chapter on Lycsums that one ttempt of this kind bas failed,
1 and the camges have been indleated, It will not be difeult to sdduce,

examples of complete suceess. The Huddersficld Mechanics' Tnstitution, the
i Birminghara, and the Liverpool Northern Iostitotion bave fully realised
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! the aoticipations of their funders. The penny newe-roeme of Liverpool,
{ Manchester, Glaagow, and Edinburgh, and the Institations in which
sewspapers are iersed to the members, are 20 unimportint witnesses in this
! cane | nor are the thousand small coffee-honses in London, and temperance
refrealiment rocems throughout the country, to be cmitted in proof that there
exists & wide fleld of usefol operation for the philanthropist who has energy
to work out, in his own circle, by the means indicated, the elevation of the
lower grede of nocisty to Light and to real morad life.
Much ne we may congratulate ourselves at the wseful operations of * the
Mechanics' and other middle class Iustitutions, it woanld undoobtedly be
% & source of nomingled plessure if they could be induced to extend their
i operations, by branch socistice, to supply the chief wants of the sctual
working population, and they have the means within themselves of fomish-
ing the intellectual food required In smaller societies, Their newspapers
end magazines when a month old, thelr well stocked libraries, and their
young men ready to sarve as voluntary teachers, or -lectarers and partici-
pators in discussions, are applisnces which should neither ba overlooked
nor disregerded, when it is remembered the large sums these soeieties
receive as donations, sod from the subcripbions of honorery members on
the pien of educating the mechanics and working classes of the community.
While we discern ein need of o politieal and general natare which are
giving to the working classen & greater amount of mfluence and prominence
in spciety than they have hitherto enjoyed, the demands for their mental and
mors] instructon became more imperative. The labouring clasass mnst be
admitted sharera in that knowledge whick is ac longer a monapoly, but fike
the gentle rain from heaven, beantifies creation ; they mre deserving of greater
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