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MARY STUART, QUEEN OF SCOTS.

—————
'

Ir another Homer were to arise, and if the
poet were to seek another Helen for the sabject
of a modern enic of war, religion, and love, ke
would beyond all find hier in Mary Stuart, the
most beawtiful, the wealkest, the moat attractive
wund most attraeted of women, raising aronnd
her, by herirresistible fuscinations, o whirlwind
‘of love, ambition, and jealbusy, in which her
lovers beeame, each in hiz turn, the motive, the

‘instrament, and the vietim of a crime; leaviog,
like the Greek Helen, the arma of a murderad
husband for those of his murderer; sowing the
seads of internecine, religions, and foreign war
at every step, and clostug by a saintly death
the life of a Clytemnestra; leaving belind her
indistinct memories exagperated equally by
Protestant and Catholic parties, the former in.
terasted in condemning her for all, the latter in
whsolving her from all, as if the same faetions
who had fought for her doring her life had re-
solved to continue the combat after her death |
Hueh was Mary Stnart.

That which a new Homer bas not yef done in
pootry, & eympathetic historian, M. Dargand,
enlightened by the researches of other learned
writers, hiaa recently achieved in his higtory of
the Queen of Beots. It is from the extremely
interesting dovuments collected by M. Dargand
that we shall now recompose—though fre-
quently in a different spivit—that fair figure,
and give a ¥apid sketeh of a great picture,

1L

MARY HTUABRT waa the only danghter of
-James V., King of Scotland, [and of rie de
Lorraine, danghter of the Duke of Guise. She

T



8 MARY STUART, QUEEN OF SCOTS.

-~was born in Scotland on the Tth December,

1=

1542. Her father was one of those adventur.
ous, romantie, gallant, and poepe charnotery
who leave bebind them popubdr traditions of
bravery and of licentiousness in the imagina-
tion of their eonntry, like Francis I aml Henry
IV. of France. Her mother possessed that
goning, nb once grave, iunbitions, and sectarian,
which diatinguished the princes of the House
of (uise, those trne Muacecabees of Popery on
this gide the Alps.

Jamea V. died young, prophesying s monrn-
ful destiny for his danghter, yot in her cradle.
This prophecy was supgested by his misgiv-
ings regarding the fute of o child, deliverad
ap, dnrving o long minority, to the conteutions
of i small kingdom torn by feudal and priesily
factions awd coveted by a neighbor so powerful
ag England. Prolestuntisan and  Catholieism
hiul already embittered their dissensions with
the fanaticism of two bostile religiona defying
each otlier face to face. The dying king bad,
after long hesitation, adopted the Uatholic pel-
iexy sl proseribed the Puritans. M. Durgand
seed in this policy of Jameg V. the canse of the
tnin of Scotland and of the misforiuunes of
Mary, aml af frat sight we were tempted to
think as he does.  After a closer view, how-
ever, anill on a eonsiderntion of the genersl
politieal situation of Europe, and more particu-
larly of Beotland, perhapa the Catholie party
aldopted by the king might Lave been suafest
for thut eountry, if, indeed, Scotland conld kave
lieen saved by state measnres. It waa not the
Catholicism of Mary Stuart that proved fatal to
Scotland; it was her youth, her levity, her
loves, nud her fanlts.

1L

WHERE, in fuet, lay the troe and permancut
danger for Scotland? In the neilg;llborhmﬂ.
the nmbition, and the power of England. Had
Scotland at once become Protestant, as England
hiad been since the time of Henry VIIL, one of
the greatest obstacles to her absorption by
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England wonld have disappeared with the dif.
ferenve of religion. Catholicism wag therefore
eateemed a part of Beottish patriotism, and to
destroy it would have been to tear thelr pative
country from the hearta of the Catholic portion
of the people, .

Moreover, Bootland, cengelessly menaced by
the domiuation or invasion of England, stood
in need of powerful foreign allinuces in Earope
to-ald her in preserving lier independence amd
to farnish her with that mora] amd material
support necessary to counuterbaiance the gold
and the arms of the English. What were Lthese
coptinental nltiances ? France, Italy, the Pope,:
Bpuin. Scotland lived by sneh imposing pro.
tection; there lay ber friendships, her vessels,
her gold, her diplomucy, her suxiliary armies,
Now all those powers—Etaly, Bpain, Frince,
the Homse of Aunstria, the Honse of Lorraing—
hud adopted the Cutliolic canse with thnaticizm,
ag opposed to the new religion. The lnguisi-
tion reigomed ab Madrd, the 85 Bartholomew
already cust its shadow over France, the
Guises, unclea of Mary, were the very core of
that league which attempted to proseribe
Heury IV. on anapicion of lieresy. Oommenity
of religion, therefore, vould alone and «f onee
intereat the Pope, Italy, Anstria, France, and
Lorraive, to maintain with a strong bhand the
imlepeuwdence of Bcotlund. - The day she ceased
to become puart of the great Catholie system
established on the continent she fell, haviog
uo olly left save her mortal and natural enemy
—Engiand. Looking at the political rather
thun the religions aspect of affuirs under Jumes
V.. an alliance with Protestantisi was an alli-
ance with death, M. Durgand’s reproach of the
dying king, therefore, may lLe an error engen-
dered ULy his uwuecompromising predilection
{which is also onrs) for the canse of religious
liberty. But religious liberty in Beotlaud at
that time bail no existence in either camp;
parties attacked each other with equal ferocity,
and Knox, the deadly foe of the Catholics, was
not less intolevant than Cardioal Beatoun, who
proscribed the Puritans. Kings had only a
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choice of blood, for the fanatics of each com-
muonion egually demanded that it shonld be
ghed. For Scotland, flien, the guestion was
purely a diplomatie one. In confiding] is
daughter to Catholic Europe, James V. may
“have noted the part of a far-sesing parent anil
king. If fortoune betrayed his policy amd lija
tenderness, it was the faalt of his heir and wot
of his testament.

Iv.

Hiz widow, Mary of Lorraine, deposed from
the regency by the jeslonay of the nobles, re-
conguered it by her ability, aod stlowed the
pardiuala—the usnal sapporters of thrones ab
that periol—io govern the kingdom under her,
Her danghter was sooght after by all the
eourts of Europe, not only becanse of her pre-
cogions renown for geoins aml beaunty, Lnt
alao, and principally, for the porpose of ae-
quiring, by marriage with lier, & right to the
SBeottish crown—au sequisition strongly eovet-
al by the wearvera of othor crowns. Afier a
journey to Lorraine and France to pay a visib
to lher uneclos, the Guoises, the queen deter-
mined, by their sdvies, to mmry her danghter
to the Dauphin, son of Henry II.

Disua of Poitiers, the Aspasia of the ape,
had ruled Henry IL for twenty years, as much
by the love she bore him as by the aifection
with which he regarded her; we know not, in
faecl, which of the two, the king or his mistress,
may be said to bave possessed the other, such
& miracle of temderncss was the witcheraft of
this passion of & young king and a woman of
fifty. The Guises cultivated the friendship of
Diana of Poitiers for the purpose of governing
the league.

The Queen-Begent of Scotland left her child-
dauglhter in the chateaun of St Germain, to grow
np nmler their proteetion in the atmosphere of
tliat France over which she was destined owe
day to reign. “Votre fille est erne, et eroit
tous les _L!l-:mrs en bonté, beanté et vertn,” writes
the Qardinal, de Lorrsine, her upcle, to the
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Queen, his sister, after their return to Hdin-
burgh, “le roi passe bien son temps & deviser
avec elle. . . . Elle le sait anssi bien en.
tretenir de Lons et sages Propos comme ferait
uue femme de vingt ving ans.” “Your dangh-
ter has grown much, nnd continoes to grow
- evary day in goodness, beauty, and virtue.

.+ The king passes mmuch of Lis time in
amusging himself with ber. . . . 8he also
knows well bhow to entertain him with wise
converse, like that of & woman of five-amd.
twenty.

The learned and Itslian edwecation of the
young Scottish woman developed the natural
gifts whe possessed. French, Italian, Greek,
Liatin, history, theology, poetry, musie, and
daneing, wera all learned amd sindied under
the wizest masters and greatest artiats. Io the
refiued and volupluous court of the Valois,
poverned by & favorite, she was rought np
ruther as an accomplished conrt lady than as «
fnture gneen; amd her edeeation wather sesmedl
to fit her for Decoming the mistress than the
wife of the Dauphiu. The Vileis were the
Medici of Frunce.

Y.

THE poets of the conrt spon began to cele.
bLrate in their verses the marvels of her beanty
aud the treasares of her mind—

" En votre egprit, le ciel 'eat surmonts,
Nature et art ont en voire beauts,
Mis tout le beau dent la beantd g'asemhbls 1™

* The gods themeselves excelled, in framin, fair mind,
Nature and art in thy young form their POWare

combined,
All beanty of the beantiful to concentrate in thee."

writes du Bellay, the Petrarch of the time.
Rongard, who waa the Virgil of the age, ex.
presses himself, whenever he apeaks of her, in
sueh images and with snch delicacy and polish
of accent, as prove that his praise sprang from
his love—that his heart had subjugated his
genins. Mary was evidently the Beatrix of the
lmt‘ O] -

da
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Ay milien dn ;;:a'tnmlf:hu'ﬁ les lis naguit
Hon corps qui de blancheur les lis mémes vainguit,
Et les roses, yui sont Jdu sang 4’ Adonis teintes
Furent par 62 couleur de leur vermeil dépeintes,
Amour de ses beaux traits Jui cowposa les yeux,
Ef leg graces t]lui. ronb les trois Glles des cleux
De leurs dons les plus beaux celis princesse orndrent
Et pour mienx la servir les elonx abanilonnérent.” B
* In folness of the springtide, from l.nu.mal‘hn lilies fair,

Bprany forth that forin of whiteness, fairer than the
lilies there.,

Thotgrh stained with Adonis' blood, the gentle summer
T8

Lira vanguished by the ruby tin{ her cheeks and lips
discloze.

Young Love himself with arrows keen hath armed her

leas eve,
The Gracea too, those fairest three, bright danghters of
tho sky,
With all their richest, rarest gifts my princess have
endowed,
And evermore to serve her well have left thelr high
abode,”

“NWotra petite reinétte Eeossaize,” said Cuth-
erine e Medici lersell, who Tooked ppon her
with distaste, “our little Seottish queenling lus
ouly to smile in order to turn all the hewds in
France ™

Noither did the child love the Italian queen,
whom, in her girlish scorn for the low-born
house of Mediei, she called *ihut Florentine
murkebwomsn.” Her prodilections were all in
favor of Diaua of Poitiers, who seems to have
educated in her a daughter, a future competitor
in beanty aud empire. Diana cherished be.
gides, in the yoang Beottish woman, s rival or
poasible vietim of that Qneen Elizabeth of Eng-
land whom ashe detested, and whose power
Mary had vot yet felt. The proof of thia is to
be fonnd in & curious letter writien by Dinna
of Poitiers, anid ¢communicated in autograph to
the historian we are following:

“To Madame, my good friend, Madame de Mon.
taigne:

“1 bave just been told about the poor young
gqneen, Jane Grey, beleaded, at the age of
seventeen, and eannot help weeping atb the
sweet langnags of resiguation she spoke at the

Jigur of her death. TFor wever have we ssen so
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