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NOTICE.

Try composition of © The Lord of the Isles,”
ae we now have it in the Author's MB,, seems
to hinve beem begun ot Abbotaford, in the Ap-
tomn of 1814, and it ended ot Edinburgh, the
16ih of December. Some part of Canto 1, had
probably been committed to writing in a rougher
form earlier in the vear. The original Quarte
appeared on the 2d of January, 1815.

It may be mentioned, that those parts of this
poem which wers written st Abbotsford, were
composed almost all in the presence of Bir Wal-
ter Scott's family, and msny in that of easual
visitors also : the original cottage which he then
ocenpied not affording him any means of retire-
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ment. Neither conversation nor music scemed

to disterb him,



INTRODUCTION

T

THE LORD OF THE IBLES

I courd hardly have chosen a mubject more populu
in Scotland, than any thing connected with the Bruee's
history, rnlesa T bad attempted that of Walloce, But [
am decidedly of opinion, that & papnlar, or what is called
a taling title, though weli qualified to ensure the pub-
lishers againet Tows, and cloar their shelves of the origi-
nal imgrression, s rather apt to be hazardows thaen other
wise to the reputation of the author. He wheo attempts
a subject of distinguished populariiy, han net the privi-
lege of awakening the enthusingm of his audience ; on
the contrary, it is already awakened, and glows, it may
be, more ardently thon that of the auther himself In
this case, the warmth of the muthor ja inferior to Usat
of the party whom he addreses, who hes, therefore,
little chanee of being, in Bayes's phrass, “ elevated and
surprised™ by what he has theught of with more enthu-
ginem than the writer. The senee of this risk, joined to
the consciousness of striving ogainst wind and tide, made
tho task of composing the proposed Poem somewhit
heavy and hopeless ;. hat, like the prize-Aghter in ™ As
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Yoo Like it,” [ waa to wrstla for my reputation, and
not neglect mny advantage. In s moat agreeable plea-
sure-voyage, which I have tried to eommemorate in the
Introduction to the new edition of the © Firate," I vi-
sited, in social and friendly company,! the coasts and
talands of Scotland, and made mysell acquainied with
Lthe localities of which I meant to treat.  But this voy-
age, which was in every other effect so defightful, was in
its conclugion saddened by one of thoee strokes of fate
which s often mingle themselves with our pleasures
The aceomplished and exeellent person who had redom-
mended to me the subjoet for ¥ The Lay of the Last
Minstrel,” and to whom I proposed to inscribo what 1
already muspected might be the close of my poetical la-
ba 1ra, waa unexpectedly removed from the world, whick
ehe seemed only to have visited for purposed of Kindneas
and benevolence, It is nesdless to say how the author’s
feelingn, or the composdtion of his trifling work, wers
affected by a circumstance which socasioned so many
tears and a0 mach sorrow.t  True if ia, that * The Lond
of the Isles™ was concloded, unwillingly and in haste,
under the painful feeling of one who has n task which
must be finished, rather than with the ardour of ene who
andeavouns to perform that task well. Althougl, the
Poem eannot be said to have madaa favourable impres-
sion on the public, the eale of fifteen thousand eopies
enabled the muthor o retreat from the field with the ho
nours of war,

! |Bes s note to Lhe loes supemaribed = Phorvs logultior,” in-
eluded in i ds volome ; and see ab * Prageenis of & Towr in the
Hebrides,” &0, privted in the Edinburgh &nousl Hegiser for

[Fid

i [LITTHI. Trchem of Booolench, died 2ith Soged, 1814, Eir
W ilter Sooll ressbred the monrnful mteltigemcs while rislting the
nt's Cansewsy, and unmedintaly retorsad home. 1



LORD OF THE ISLEA, )

I'n the meantitne, what waa secosaeily to be consd-
dered as o failure, was rouch reconciled to my feclimpe
oy the moeoes attending my mttempt in ancther species
of composition. * Wavetlay™ had, under strict inong-
nito, taken its fight from the press, just befora I set out
upon the voyage already menbioned ; it had now made
its way to popularity, and the suscess of that work and
the volumes which followed, was sufficient to have satis-
fied & greater appetite for applavss than I have st any
time possessed.!

I may as well add in this place, that, being much
urged by my intimata friend, new unhappily no more,
William Erslrine, (s Scottizh judge, by the title of Lord
Kinedder,) T agreed to write the little romantic tale
ealled the * Bridal of Trienmain 3 but it was on the
eondition, that he should make po serious effort to dis-
own the composition, if report shonld Jay i€ at his door,
An ha was more than suspectod of a teste for postry, and
na I took care, in severad places, 1o mix something which
might resemble [as fir as wad in my power) my friend’s
feeling and manner, the tmin easily canght, and two
large editions were sold. A thivd being called for, Lond
Kinedder bocame nowilling to aid any longer n decep-
tion which was going farthar thin he ixpected or desired,
and the real suthor's name woa given. Upon snother
occasion, 1 sent up arother of thesa trifles, which, like
achoolboy's kites, sorved to show how the wind of popu-
lar taste was sétting. The manner was supposed o be
that of & rude minstrel, or Heald, In opposition to the
“ Bridal of Trermein," which was designed to belong
rather to the Italinn school. This new fugitive piece

1 [ The first edition of Waenrley appeaned lo July, 1874,



