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CHAPTER L \‘%J

* By edncation most have been misled,
Beo they believe becanse they so were brad ;
The priest continuss what the nurse began,
And thus the shild tmposas o the man !

Tur seeplic says, ¥ man does every thing h}’ eustom:” he affirma,
too, that honesty, dishonesty, justice and injustice, are but names,
attached by us to certain actions, according to the education we
bave received.

Education and custom, most aseuredly, hold dominion over man ;
if they did not, how could it happen that a deed whishin one country
is denonneed as being criminal, in snother state brings commenda-
tion and pecunin.g reward to the individual who has perpetrated it?
For example, in the Spartan and some others of the states of olden
times, when ably achjeved, was considered so highly merito-
rious and honourable, that he'wha (like the brave § youth,
whose bowels were torn out by the stolen fox he held under his
frock) died perseveringly denying a robbery by him commitied,
was considered as having becn @ Aero, not only meriting the ad-
miration of his own time, but also worthy of having his fame
transmitted down to posterity by the ablest historians among his

. applauding countrymen.

n modern times, throughout all countries, the successful robber
is applanded for his masterly conduct. Yea! he is rewarded with
the proudest distinctions. fn fine, robbery leads to great wealth,
and, under monarchical governments, overgrown wealth ensures
aristocratic rank to its possessor, which with management is made
to yield him and his posterity a perpetuity of power and place, at
the suffering pecéﬂu'a expense.

To illustrate this fact, scrutinize into the Jong list of aristocratie
titles, There it will be found, that, with few exceptions, these
honours have been granied to the spurious issue of royalty, and to
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2 MEMOIRE OF ANDREW WINFENNY.

unsparing plunderers, some of them ruthlessly terrible slayers of their
fellow-men—others, practitioners of the law's infamy, or elze robbers
of the state they were paid to serve;—a few, pérhaps, owe their
advancement to the more hazardous, yet less dishonest, practices of
gaming, syeophaney, and usury. .

Those noblest spirits of mankind, the nbnn;?-iml tribes of North
American Indians, opendy reward the bravely-daring thief; but
eivilized governments, actuated by baser principles, covertly render
tenfold greater services to the very vileat of thieves, even to such as
risk nothing themselves, but eold-heartedly administer to the law's
impositions and delays—to thieven who preside over courts, where,
60 terrifie i the iniquity practised, miliions of mone{ame annually
pillaged and partitiened out among harpies, who well know that the
proper owners of much of that wealth are incarcerated io prison, or
else lingering life away in hopeless panperism,

The more dispassionately we examine into the subject, the better
shall we satisfy ourselves that #beft ia not thought to he dishenour-
able in the most civilized of countries. The crime, when publicly
detected, may be punished ; but that {s only in ondinary cases, where
persons of no infuence are the criminals, or the crime itself accords
not with the views of men in power.

To exemplify the assertion just made—a state minister, whose
administration is marked by unonecessary warfare, the grossest
public rapine, a greedy scizure of places for his progeny, and of
wasteful pensions for I{m partisans of corruption, usually retires
from office, rewarded with an advaneed title and a large grant from
the public purse, instead of being brought to a public trial, and
ignominiously purished for his infamous misdeeds.

Then again : that man who joins not in parlizmentary debate, yet
is (as if ironically} termed “the speaker,” as likewise lords—chan-
cellors, berds o¥ ambassudors, and other enormously overpaid
servants of the state, after they have realized immense fortunes from
the golden showers poured on them at the pation's expense, are
sllowed to further bumlen it by getting pensiona granted for them-
selves, and not unfrequently for their wives, children, and affinity.
Yet as these abuses are imposed on the state by men in authority
over it, common sense 8 50 outraged to mest their pleasnre, that
they are not denominated and considered what they really cught to
be—s0 many infamous thefts,

The sceptic must be correct In his assertion! Honesty, dis-
honesty, justice and injustice, are words only, which the great bandy
about at pleasure, and attach to individuals aceording to their success
in life; were they otherwise, the incongruous laws of civilized
states would be pronounced barberous and infamous.

Justice, us she is administered, sentences to death the poor man
convicted of erime, which the great employ armies fo perpetrate ;
and she u.nhelitaﬁngg transports him for a petty theft to a distant
colony ; thus putting the community to great expense, and punishing
it to improve the condition of the guilty.
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Honesty should be sought after at the fountain head of justice ;
and hers Is a specimen of the disintercstedness of the fair dame.
A certain court of chaneery took of a million of money be-
queathed to its care by a superannuated merchant, to accumulats at
eompound interest for half a century, and this Aonest court charged
only the interest wpon the willion during the helf centory for
abusing the trust. '

Unquestionably, the directors of certain public companies must
be sceptics to the heart's core. They eringe to get themselves
employed in the direction, but wher: snugly seated there, they bribe
the most eompliant of the law tribe to assiat them in concocting a
deed of setilement, of & nature to-enspare the other proprietors in
the meshes of their deadly net, . They pat the company to an
expense for cestly feasts, at which, to blind the uninitiated, they
trumpet forth in set speeches the praises of each other. And does
not every one know that they t extravagant salaries to the
partisans whom they employ, without regard to their goalifications,
while that in jobs understood only by themselves, they (like a
prodigal monarch, throwiog his grievously taxed subjects’ money
among a mob of foreigners) lavish away the company’s funds right
and left, until the company is brought to a state nfyinwlveucy by
the very men employed to uphold it

Yeal these deeds, and many mere such, are the every-day deeds
enacted by certain directors; yet, like the sssassins of the arch-
buteher Cmsar, these direetors are all of them * Aonourable men ™

Assuredly, the words honesty, dishonesty, justice and injustice,
can be no more than cant terms.  If what they seemingly represent
really existed, is it not impossible that there cenld be any exhor-
bitantly overpaid bishops? For who in the shape of man, having
_the two best of these monitors to guide him, could be so wickedly
degraded as tp preach humility and poverty, while himself living,
bloated with pride, and distressing an entire county for money to
uphold his princely extravagance, and to fund or purchase more
than a princely revenue in land for his posterity ! -

Should unsophistieated honeaty and jostice rise from their present
prostration in certain peﬁacntenfkingdomﬁ.'whut, in their hallowed
names, would hecome of their bishops? Poor, wretehed sainds ;
would not their consclences amite them? Honesty and justice
would advoeate the elothing of soldiers in aff the cloth a mupificent
nation gives for their ose; mot curtail their gurments to enrich
honourablé general officers with the tailor-like spoil, and gloss over
ihe transaction by terming the price paid for the overplus eloth—
their off-reckonings! Nor would honesty and justice consent to
burthen & people, by making them pay threa general officers for
each of their regiments, and an admiral for every one of their ships

Honesty and justice would eondense the laws of a country, and
thereby do away with the great cause of lawsuits. Honesty and
justice would abolish iniguitcus corn-laws, which cause the teiling
multitude to eat their bread at twofold its proper pﬁce,?that a tax
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of thirty millions of pounds mey be levied to uphold landholders,
who, as honest men, should ihemselves repudiate the infamous
monopoly. Honesty and justive would make the jodge blush at
sittin’i in the seat of judgment, until his oul:)s.gd been reduced to
one-third part of what this luminary of inco CF now receives.

The wholeof Enrope, the republics of Switzerland alone exempted,
affords incontrovertible testimony, that, es far as two of these quali-
ties are concerned, the sceptie i not mistaken in the opinion he has
advanced; therefore, should honesty and justice be sought after, it
is either in Switzerland, or in some happy republic across the
Atlantic, where they are to be found.

We, however, have numervus casuists, who, contrary to the
sceptic's opinion of the reality of these qualities, boidly assert, that
dishonesty and injustice have takew up their permanent sbhode with
us, end that they shine forth in sl trades and professions ; in evi-
dence of which, they insist on it, that %e who cheats with most
effect is the beat crafteman ; while that religion itself is made a trade
of, wherein the grossest impostors are the most snecessful professors.
In a word, these learned casuists and the sceptic are ai variance
an every point ; but, Philosophy whispers, that there may be much
sound truth in both their opinions; therefore, leaving the generous
reader to form his own judgment on my charaeter by the following
memoirs, wherein every particular, however detrimental to my fame,
ghall be related with eandour, I proceed to their relation, first
briefly observing, in extenuation of my faults and of those of my
masociates, that the enlightemed Jesuit maintains, that ~ education
moulda the consclence, and crime cannot be greater than the
conscience makes it.”
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CHAPTER I1.

" The warld to spart an aqui '
I,md}ryulp.rgﬂ‘: and A1l his ?ﬁlh?:;:m,
In legal strife too offem will engage
Far tithes or dues, which gains him many o cure.'

Ph'i::“ is more ocostly to many persons than hunger, cold, and
clothing.

Sensible an [ feel of this truth, 1 shall strennously endeavour to
get rid of so worthless sn attendant; for, that the atately dame
accompanies me everywhere I have good ressons for ieviuf.
inasmuch aa I perceive ber tc be a lhﬂf-JWJ:lke companion o pearly
the whole of my acquaintances,

To prove myself sincere in my professions, I shall, in penni
these my Memoirs, pay the strictest possible regard to truth ; and,
however ineredible the circumstance may appear to high-minded
aristocratic personages, so far gain the victory over pride, as o

_ waive those pretensions to exalted parentage which many persons in
my situation would bulild largely upon.

To be brief, then, I have strong grounds for being datisfied ns to
the identity of my parent oo the maternal side ; and, however mor-
tifying this moiety of information may be to the pride attendant on
many passessors of anclent titles, assuredly-it is all man can rest as-
sured of on this side of the grave.

The good woman, Dhana Winpenny, who fed and clothed me
until [ had entered into my nineteenth year, invariably called me
Aer child ; and es she was not in easy circumstances in life, I can
see no reason for believing she would have performed those parental
duties by me without an adequate reward, had I not really been her
offspring, while that she never received any pesuniary remuneration
on my account is quite certain. However, s it is in the line of

ocasibility that I may Ieave legitimate issue behind me, who, to
?abﬁmbe another pedigree for our family, may be desirous of tracing
out my descent, IP:hu. now publicly avow that I have repeated!
beard the well-known accoucheur who ushered me into the world,
as also two aged dames who were nt in Diapa's chamber at
the time of her delivery, sclemnly me to be truly and indis-
putably her own offs rj::;g;m

My parentage ia being Hattering to pride ; yet it ma;

- be worthy of observation here, to show the great unceriainty attac
to heraldic honours, that had Driena Winpenny beca the eldest sister,



