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PEEFACE

Iw this short book I have attempted to convey,
in plain non-technical language, a general idea
of the conditions under which aircraft is playing
its part in the War, and also to indicate the chief
directions in which it is developing,

To the general public the War has revealed,
in a startling manner, the wonderful potentiali-
tiez which aircraft, and acroplanes in particular,
posseas ag weapons of war. But although there
18 ot last plenty of enthumasm for Aviation, there
iz still very little real knowledge of the vast
posaibilities which: it offers. And, if we are to
bave an air force as proportionately powerful
a8 our Navy is to-day—and it 38 absolutely
essential that we phould—a better and wider
understanding will be most necessary. To-day,
for instance, people do not fully realise that
aeroplanes, as well as airghips, are still in their
mfancy, in spite of the extraordinary achieve-
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ments which they have accomplished. Then,
again, aircraft 18 at present regarded as being
almost entirely for use in warfare, although, as
a matter of fact, it will be of the utmost value for
civil purposes in times of peace,

1 do not pretend that my hock 18 in any way
complete, Indeed, to attempt to be complete
on the subject of Aviation is inevitably to be in-
complete, so swiftly does it progress. My inten-
tion has been to mulke a hrief survey of Aviation
in ita present-day position, and to show how
important it 13 that in futurc it should receive
a great deal more attention than hitherto.

My sincerc thanks are due to Mr, J, H, Lede-
boer, A.F.Ae 5. (Editor of deronautics), and to
Mr. (. J. Pass for kindly assisting me in the
correction of proofs. I also wish to thank the
FEditors of the Sunday Times, T.P.’s Weekly, The
World, and Cassell’'s General Press for their
courtesy in permitting me to use, n a few in-
stances, material embodied in articles appearing
in their journals.

WILLIAM A. ROBSON,

Loxwpor, 19146



