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MARY RUSSELL MITFORD.

Broown Berim

Lerrers to Miss Harrisow—eondinued.

Jun. or Feb. 1845,
Tur accompanying papers will speak for them-
selves. I think that I told you the story of Mesars.
Finden's conduct, who, after undertaking that I
ghould have the reserved copyright of my Tales in
the “ Tubleanx ;" that in to say, that I should have
the privilege of publishing them on my own acconnt
28 soon a8 the sale of the annua! volumes was over,
sold, or made over, or amsigned—or all three—to
three different parties, that selfsame copyright; so
that when I had mysell made an agreement with
Mr. Colburn for thres volumes of Tales, I found
that, they weve republishing in monthly parts, that
there was mo use in going to law with persons en
gitnated, This, and tha terribly expensive and lin-
gering nature of my dear father's last illness, occa
gioned the debts; and I have just this peusion—
bread and no more! It is proposed by some of my
frienda here that the county magistrates shall me-
YOL. 1L, B
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morialise the county members to petition Sir Robert
Peel for an inerease pf pension; and I am quite sure
. that any good you can do me either way you will.
I trouble you, therefore, with the accompanying
papers® Two of my fiiends have already given
60/ each, and a third 50. has come in, and both
the “Times "™ and the “Morning Chronicle” ineert
advertisements gratie; and we have all the leading
people in Berkshire, and a fow literary friends in
London, to receive snbseriptiona.

If T had gone out of the country I should have
sasked Mr, Harrigon to give me the great favour of -
his name. The Mr. Moore is the Tom Meore, and
moet kind volunteer on his part, I know that you
will do for me all you can. We have been waiting
for one name, to my great annoyance, for I am
longing to have the advertisements fairly corrected.
At present not a day passes withont some good
friend or other proffering some great suggestion.

Feb. 27th, 1848,

Accept, my dear young friend, my very sincere
and hearty congratulations on this approaching mar-
risge. In the midst of this jeyous business you will
not, I know, forget your less fortunate friend. 1am
sure that you will he glad to hear that the sub-
ecription proceeds favourably. I know of above
G00L; and the names ave such as for rank, talent,
and literature, to confor honour on the object of

* Propoeals for the subeeription, which, as will mbsquently ba
woum, wis originated by By, Albinus Mortin,—C.
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their bounty. Lord Lausdowne has given 50 ;
Miss Yates (a blind lady nearly related to Sir Robert
Peel), 50L; Lord Hadnor, 251 ; Mr, Walter, 25l ;
the Duchesa of Norfolk, 10%.; Bir Rebert Throok-
morton, nephew and heir of Bir John and Lady
“Frog” (Cowper's friends), 10L; Aliss Fox, the
excellent sister of the late excellent Lord Holland,
10L; Mra. Trollope, 5 ; Horaca Bmith, 51.; James
Morier, 5f.; Mr. Kenyon bas collected TOL; Mrs,
Cockburn (the Mary Duff of Lord Byron—his first
love), 401 The Duke of Bedford, Lord Bidmouth,
and Mr. Moore have all subscribed, and many others,,
most eminent in every way. I am sure, my dear
young friend, that you will do what you can to
promote the snbseription, the rather as I fear there
is no chance of an inoressa of pension—Miss Jane
Porter's friends having bean met with a fat denial.
Lord Nugent would. probably do something. How-
ever, I leave this entirely to your own kindness
and excellent judgment. Dear, Miss Barretf, whose
health ie better, has a volume ready, but no boock-
geller will incur the risk of publishing poetry.
Moxon says that he has lost by every one except
Alfred Tennyson; to be sure the exception proves
a growing taste for high poetry, for I think his
three lovely volumes the most delicious that have
appesred for many years, Indeed I know nothing
in modern days equal to “ Mariana,” the * BSleeping
Beaunty," and * Locksley Eall.” Do read them, if
you have mot vet become noquainted with them,
Macaulay's “Lays of Rome™ are also fine — stir-
ring a8 the sound of & trumpet—but not equal to
Tennyson.
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Masch 12¢h, 1843,

Accept, dearest Miss Harrison, my earnest thanks
for your great kindness. Except Mr. Kenyon, who
has given 50, and collected 100, and Mr, Serjeant
Talfourd, to whom (having seen me at his house) the
Diuke of Devonshire and Lord Lansdowns sent their
contributions, and Mrs, Cockburn—(the Mary Duff of
Lord Byrom, his fimt love)—you are, I really think,
the most successful of my many kind friends, Kinder
then vou none can be; and I rejoice to owe thia
great benefaction to one whom ! most love and
admire. You will be glad to hear that the subscrip-
tion goes on well; D40 have been received at the
different banks, and 1 have heard of 5001 more, not
yot paid in. The thing is still going on, too. I
roceived, only vesterday, 217, from Charles Boner,
and the ssme sum from Mr. Rogers and the Queen
Dowager; and the inhabitants of many towns, where
. I bave not & single acquaintance, are making col-
lections, and managing them themselves, This is
very grotifying; ao are the names of those from
whom I have received money, besides those above-
mentioped. The Duke of Bedford, the Duchess of
Norfolk, Lord Haduoor, Bpencer, Fitewilliam, Sid-
month, and Kedesdale; Joanna Baillie, Maria
Edgeworth, Mra. Trollope, Mr. Moore, and many
othera of equal rank, talent, and character. Your
contributions are worthy of this copaitnery. 1 have
heard much of Mr, E—— from my dear friend Miss
J——, who bas the honour of being his relation.
Say how sincerely I feel his kindnesa, Next month,
if this affuir be over by that time, I think of going
for & week to Bath, which I have never seen, and
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thence 1 shall proceed into Devonshire, before
settling here—for fisre I think I shall settle, in a
vottage, the next door but one of this, a great deal
cheaper, and opening into the same garden, which
does not belong to this house, but has been purchased
for me by an affioent friend—purchased by him, I
mesn, and most kindly apsigned for my uee,

e

March 26th, 1848,

I cannct thank yon enough, my ever dear amd
kind friend, for your constant goodness to me, To
be remembered at afl by you at such » moment is
no emall compliment ; and your interest has been
exerted in a way not only profitable but most grati-
fying, inasmuch as your contributors, like so many
of my other benefactors, are of & sort, from their
own character, to refleet honour on the object of their
bounty ? Did T tell you—I think so—that the
debts were all paid? Above 1,300L have besn re-
ceived by the banks pamed in the circulurs, and 1
know of a hundred or two more, and hear (as in your
case) of kind contributors every dey. Convey, I
entreat you, my earneet thanks to ull parties, I
cannot tell you how deeply I feel their generons
kindness, and your exceeding goodness. Did Ttell |
you that my good old friend, Mrs. Opie, has been
taking the same kind trouble at Noewich, aad with
great sucoess.  Mr. Kenyon, too, has collected 1007,
and contributed SUL—204, of the first sum being the
donation of Mr. Rogers. We have Joanna Baillie,
too, and Maria Edpeworth, BMrs, Trollope, Mr. Mil-



